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 In 2007, no progress was observed relating to the status of the  
separatist republics of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Nearly 2,000 
Russian peacekeepers continued to be stationed in Abkhazia, which 
has worsened the already tense relations between Russia and Georgia1.  
In August 2007, a new political crisis erupted between the two countries  
regarding the discovery in a region near Ossetia of a missile that was 
likely dropped by a Russian aircraft flying over the area.

 
Police violence against defenders during  
the dispersal of demonstrations

Several Georgian human rights defenders who witnessed the many 
protests Georgia experienced in 2007 were victims of police violence. For 
example, on November 7, 2007, the Georgian Ombudsman, Mr. Sozar  
Subari, and a member of his staff were beaten by the police during the 
dispersal of the demonstration while trying to protect demonstrators 
from police violence.

 
Lawsuits against defenders who denounced  
the instrumentalisation of justice 

The human rights defenders who denounced the instrumentalisation  
of Georgian justice and challenged Court decisions have become 
the subject of judicial proceedings. On March 19, 2007, Mr. Jaba 
Jishkariani, a member of the Egalitarian Institute, was arrested and 
sentenced to 30 days in prison for “contempt of court”, after having 
protested in a juvenile court against the conviction of a minor to seven 
years in prison, despite the protests by UNICEF that this sentence 
was too heavy. Similarly, on June 12, 2007, the police arrested Mr. Jaba 
Jishkariani, Mr. Davit Dalakishvili and Mr. Levan Gogichaishvili, 
also members of the Egalitarian Institute, when they called for the 
release of political prisoner Mr. Irakli Batiashvili. They were charged 
with “violation of public order” and “resisting arrest”, and sentenced to 
25 days in detention.

1./  Since the independence of Georgia in 1991, relations between Russia and Georgia have been 
precarious. In 1998, Georgia left the Security Convention of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States and requested to join NATO in 2002. In 2006, after Georgia dismissed four Russian diplomats 
accused of espionage, Russia halted deliveries of gas, blocked importation of Georgian products 
and began mass deportations of people with Georgian origin who were residing in Russia.  
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Political context 
In 2007, Kazakhstan carried out political reforms that aimed prima-

rily at giving a democratic appearance to this key-partner of western  
countries in the field of energy. In reality, these reforms further  
strengthened the personal power of President Nursultan Nazarbayev.  
On May 18, 2007, the Parliament passed a constitutional amendment 
reducing the presidential term of office to two consecutive five-year terms, 
but stipulating that this limitation does not apply to the “first President 
of Kazakhstan”, in power since 1989. The few demonstrators who dared 
to protest against the indefinite presidency of Mr. Nazarbayev were 
arrested by the police. On June 18, 2007, a constitutional amendment  
was passed and provides that out of 107 deputies of the Lower House, 
98 shall be elected by proportional representation. This should promote 
pluralism in theory, but in practice, opposition parties have experi-
enced many setbacks. On the one hand, political parties Alga and Ata 
Meken were unable to obtain their registration. On the other hand, 
the Parliament approved an amendment banning political parties to 
form electoral alliances, when two opposition parties, Naghyz Ak Zhol 
and the Social Democratic Party, had just announced their intention to 
work together to increase their chances to be represented in Parliament. 
On June 20, 2007, the President dissolved the Parliament and moved 
forward the date of the legislative elections – scheduled to take place in 
2009 – to September 19, 2007. The party Nour Otan, led by President 
Nazarbayev, won 88.4% of the vote and all the seats in Parliament. 

In 2007, violent inter-ethnic conflicts erupted in several parts of 
Kazakhstan, as happened between people of Kurdish origin and 
Kazakhs in the south or between Chechens and Kazakhs in the village  
of Malovodnoe. 

As in the past, corruption in the high echelons of power and presi-
dential nepotism remain major problems. Finally, despite the situation 
of human rights and the fact that since 1989 no Kazakh election has 
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been recognised by the OSCE as free and democratic, Kazakhstan’s bid 
was chosen for the presidency of the organisation in 2010.

 
An unfavourable environment for human rights activities

 If human rights NGOs are not directly targeted, they at least conduct  
their activities in a particularly difficult context in Kazakhstan. 
Restrictions on fundamental freedoms considerably hamper their 
ability to work. Numerous violations of freedom of expression have 
been recorded, especially during the election campaign, such as unequal 
access by candidates to the media, the overwhelming majority of which 
is controlled by the family of the President or his followers, as well as 
obstruction of websites, or pressure on independent journalists. Freedom 
of peaceful assembly was also flouted: according to the Centre for Social 
Technology, a sociological research centre that was established in 2005 
and specialises in opinion polls, 96% of demonstrations that took place 
in 2007 in Kazakhstan were not authorised by the authorities. 

On March 30, 2007, Ms. Oralgaïsha Jabagtaïkyzy, Director of the 
anti-corruption department of the newspaper Law and Justice, disap-
peared after having published an investigation on the inter-ethnic conflict  
in Malovodnoe and on the connections between people involved in this 
matter with representatives of the State and large businesses. 

One case of prosecution against an NGO has been brought to the 
attention of the Observatory in 2007, that of the Association of Prison 
Services, which provides humanitarian aid as well as psychological and 
material assistance to the families of prisoners and former prisoners. On 
August 24, 2007, representatives of the National Security Committee 
searched the office of the organisation and seized all documents and 
computers, which completely paralysed its work. A search was also 
conducted at the home of Mr. Andrey Sadoyan, Executive Director 
of the organisation.
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Political context
The political crises that have taken place in Kyrgyzstan since the 

“Tulip Revolution” of May 2005 continued in 2007. The confrontation 
between President Kurmanbek Bakiev and Parliament led in particular to 
a series of constitutional reforms1. After innumerable cabinet reshuffles,  
a new “national union” Government was formed in April 2007, but 
several opposition leaders refused to join it. During the month of April, 
large demonstrations broke out in Bishkek, challenging the President’s 
actions and calling for democratic reforms. They were put down by the 
police, and a number of defenders and political opponents were arrested. 

On June 28, 2007 the President approved the changes to the Criminal 
Code, and the abolition of the death penalty which had been promised  
in the aftermath of the “Tulip Revolution” came into force. The Kyrgyz 
human rights defenders welcomed the step forward, but drew the atten-
tion of the Government to the bad conditions of detention and the 
endemic practice of torture in prisons.

On October 21, 2007, new versions of the Constitution and the Electoral 
Code were adopted by a referendum, which results were contested  
by the international observers2. The changes brought to the Electoral 
Code two months before the parliamentary elections were clearly 
aimed at weakening the opposition and limiting its representation in 
the future Parliament. At the same time, a new presidential party, Ak 
Jol, appeared on the scene, and State funds allocated to the organisation 
of the elections were to a large extent used to promote the new party.  

1./  The Constitution adopted on December 9, 2006, which proclaimed the Republic to be presidential 
and parliamentary, was immediately replaced on December 30, 2006, by a new version reinforcing 
the President’s authority.
2./  The OSCE observation mission stated in particular that “the parliamentary elections in 
Kirghizstan fell short of many international standards”. See Statement on the preliminary 
conclusions of the OSCE observation mission, December 17, 2007.
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In addition, during the electoral campaign, several members of opposi-
tion parties and a number of NGO representatives stated that they had 
been subjected to pressure and intimidation on the part of the authorities;  
they also denounced unequal access to the media.

On December 16, 2007, Ak Jol obtained 71 seats out of 90, the 
Communist Party supporting the President eight seats, and the Social 
Democratic Party, representing the moderate opposition, 11 seats. The 
opposition party Ata Meken, despite scoring 8.29% of the vote, is not 
represented, as it obtained less that 0.5% in the Och agglomeration. 
The election results were contested by the opposition, which organised 
protest demonstrations in the capital, during which several members of 
the opposition, human rights defenders and journalists were arrested.

Difficulty in denouncing acts of torture,  
ill-treatments and corruption

As in 2006, denouncing torture and corruption in Kyrgyzstan 
remained a dangerous activity in 2007, with the possibility of acts of 
reprisal. Following such denunciations, human rights defenders have 
been prosecuted, with campaigns of harassment by the police during 
investigations, as was the case throughout the year for Ms. Valentina 
Gritsenko, President of the “Spravedlivost” (“Justice”) NGO in Djalal-
Abad, who had denounced the practice of torture by the police. Ms. 
Arzykan Momuntaeva, Director of the Talas regional office of the 
Coalition for Democracy and Civil Society, and Ms. Lira Tantabaeva, 
a member of the Women’s Movement and leader of the “Ayalzat” NGO, 
were arrested on May 26, 2007 and charged with “organisation of mass 
disturbances”, “use of force against a State official” and “attack on the 
life of a State official”, after they had denounced illegal practices on the 
part of local authorities and multinational corporations extracting gold 
in the area. The charges against them were subsequently dropped.

Defenders were also subjected to physical violence. For instance, on 
August 10, 2007, Ms. Aziza Abdirasulova, President of the Human 
Rights Centre “Kylym Shamy”, who took part in the first trial of police 
officers charged with torture, was attacked and hit by a group of women 
on leaving the court, with the police observing the scene with indiffer-
ence. Likewise, on April 6, 2007 unknown persons attacked with stones 
Mr. Ramazan Dyryldaev, president of the Kyrgyz Committee for 
Human Rights (KCHR), who had denounced corruption and accused 
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State leaders of being involved in such practices. In October 2007, 
unknown persons attempted to set fire to the KCHR office.

Harassment of defenders of political and social rights  
by the special services

In 2007, representatives of the special services carried out multi-
ple inspections of and “visits” to NGOs which denounce violations of  
political and social rights. Kyrgyz defenders belonging to the “For 
Reforms” movement, who strive to promote the democratisation of 
society, have thus aroused the “special interest” of the special services; 
such was the case for instance of Ms. Asia Sasykbaeva, Director of the 
“Interbilim” Centre, and of Ms. Cholpon Djakupova, Director of the 
“Adilet” legal clinic, both of them being activists in the “For Reforms” 
movement.

Legislative obstacles to freedom of assembly  
and reprisals against demonstrators

The large number of protest demonstrations during 2007 led the 
authorities to multiply obstacles to peaceful gatherings. In November 
2007, the Bishkek Town Council adopted restrictive regulations iden-
tifying the three places in the city where demonstrations would be 
allowed. Such a decision is contrary to the Constitution and to the 
ruling by the Supreme Court in 2004, stipulating that no agency could 
limit the right to peaceful assembly. The Coalition for Democracy and 
the civil society challenged the decision before the inter-district court 
in Bishkek.

Furthermore, human rights defenders charged with observing demon-
strations have also become the victims of police violence and arbitrary 
arrests. In July 2007, just before the summit of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation, the police dispersed a demonstration demanding 
the respect of the rights of the Uyghur minority organised by the 
“Democracy” NGO. The President of the organisation, Mr. Tursun 
Islam, and his son were arrested. Likewise, during the December 18, 
2007 demonstration contesting the election results, 18 human rights 
defenders representing most of the Kyrgyz NGOs were arrested by the 
police and accused of disrupting “law and order by holding demonstra-
tions”. Two days later, during another demonstration, Mr. Maxime 
Kuleshov, a member of the human rights NGO “World – the Light 
of Culture”, was arrested and beaten by the police.
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Political context
In the Russian Federation, 2007 was marked by the perpetuation of a 

political system dominated by President Vladimir Putin and the ruling 
party, United Russia, which won the regional elections on March 11 
and the general elections on December 2, 2007. The latter turned into 
a plebiscite, especially after the State Duma adopted an electoral system 
jeopardising the opposition’s chances of being elected to Parliament 
(general application of the list system and an increase of 7% of the 
threshold percentage for representation), while the opposition parties 
and the NGOs were subjected to harassment. While no proper OSCE 
observation mission was able to follow the electoral campaign, and both 
the European Union1 and OSCE criticised the way the elections were 
held, in particular because of the acts of harassment against members  
of the opposition and NGOs, the Russian authorities responded in a 
particularly aggressive manner to repeated criticism by the West, making  
no effort to avoid confrontation.

Furthermore, the deterioration of the human rights situation conti-
nued relentlessly all along 2007: the obstacles to freedom of the press 
carried on, the problem of the independence of justice did not diminish,  
demonstrations by the opposition were systematically put down and 
attacks against NGOs by the authorities multiplied. The level of  
violence remained very high, and the number of racist crimes continued 
to increase2. Torture and ill-treatment in police stations and deten-
tion centres as well as in the army were still routine practice, and the 
impunity of the authors remained flagrant. The situation in Chechnya 
remained very worrying, mainly because of total impunity for past 

1./  See Statement by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union, Brussels, December 5, 2007.
2./  According to the SOVA Centre, from January 1 to September 30, 2007, 230 racist attacks were 
registered (against 180 in 2006), concerning 409 persons, of whom 46 died as a result of the 
attacks.
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crimes, the rule of arbitrariness, and the economic and social situation. 
Chechnya continued to witness massive, repeated and extremely serious 
human rights violations, with very little recourse possible. These trends 
spread to the North Caucasus, in particular Ingushetia and Dagestan.

In 2007, Russia was the country with the second largest number of 
judgments issued against her by the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR). The Russian authorities however persist in considering that 
the Court’s decisions are primarily “political”3, and their implementation  
has never gone beyond compensation for the victims. Furthermore, 
the decisions have had no effect on national case law, and the Russian 
authorities have never genuinely accepted the consequences of the rulings  
issued. In addition, Russia persists in refusing to ratify Protocol 14 of 
the ECHR, which would accelerate the treatment of claims.

Stigmatisation of NGOs by the authorities  
and harassment by the State administrative services

In 2007 the authorities maintained their hostile attitude towards 
NGOs, whose activities were presented as being primarily political, 
mainly financed by the West, thereby serving foreign interests, and 
consequently constituting a threat to the State. In November 2007, 
President Putin went so far as to declare that those opposing the 
regime (in a context in which human rights defenders are often assimi-
lated to political opponents) were “jackals” prowling “around foreign 
embassies”4.

Such hostile rhetoric was accompanied by practical measures designed 
to marginalise NGOs and to multiply obstacles against the creation of 
new associations. In December 2007, the Russian Civic Chamber initiated  
the creation of the Movement for the Defence of Human Rights  
“Man and the Law”, whose ambition is to replace independent human 
rights NGOs, whose “dissident methods and appeals to the West” are 
considered to be out of date.

3./  See Statement by Mr. Vladimir Putin during the visit of the President of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, Mr. René van der Linden, in Moscow, January 11, 2007.
4./  See President Putin’s speech at the Forum of Supporters on November 21, 2007.
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In addition, in 2007 the Federal Registration Service (FRS) waged a 
full-scale offensive against human rights organisations, by multiplying 
the obstacles to the registration of new associations and by carrying 
repeated inspections of existing organisations. Such inspections have on 
several occasions paralysed the NGOs, obliging them to provide innu-
merable documents relating to all aspects of their activity. Some FRS 
inspections included a financial audit, a tax inspection or an inspection 
by Labour ministry officials, etc. Minor procedural violations were used 
by the FRS to issue “warnings”, to initiate administrative proceedings or 
to suspend the activities of the organisation. For instance, in June 2007,  
the Regional Court of Nizhny-Novgorod called for the removal from 
the official FRS register of the International Youth Human Rights 
Movement (YHRM) for “absence of activities”. Following inspections 
which were carried out in August and September 2007, the FRS accused 
the human rights organisation Citizen’s Watch and the environmental 
organisation “Bellona” of signing “false” commercial contracts and of 
evading taxes. The FRS considers that the mention of a donor’s name 
is advertising, and therefore accused the NGOs of developing a com-
mercial strategy, which is forbidden.

Using the Law on the fight against extremism to silence NGOs
The restrictive application of the Law on NGOs and the multi-

plication of inspections were accompanied in 2007 by the selective 
application of anti-extremist legislation. The charge of engaging in 
extremist activities continued to serve as a legal facade for repressing 
organisations whose activities disturbed the authorities, while at the 
same time numerous extremist groups were able to preach violence 
and racial hatred without hindrance. In January 2007, for instance, 
the Supreme Court confirmed the decision of the Regional Court of 
Nizhny-Novgorod to close down the Russian Chechen Friendship 
Society (RCFS). Also, on December 24, 2007 the General Prosecutor 
of the capital of Ingushetia lodged a complaint for “extremism” against 
the Voice of Beslan association, formed by the mothers of the children 
killed during the assault following the hostage-taking in the Beslan 
school (North Ossetia), in September 20045. 

5./  Early 2008 the association was closed down by a court decision.
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In 2007 the anti-extremist legislation was further strengthened with 
the adoption on July 6, 2007, by the State Duma, of amendments to the 
Federal Act “on Countering Extremist Activities”, which in particular 
facilitate wire-tapping, broaden the definition of extremist crimes and 
ban the media from issuing any information on organisations consid-
ered to be “extremist”.

Legal proceedings against the NGOs that  
observed the elections

As the OSCE had not been able to carry out an election observation 
mission, the local NGOs were the only independent observers able to 
follow the electoral campaign and denounce irregularities during the 
December 2, 2007 general elections. The day before the elections, the 
members of The Voice, an association comprising 281 NGOs with 
sections in 40 Russian regions for observing the elections, were sub-
jected to unprecedented pressure on the part of the authorities. In 
Krasnoyarsk, the members of The Voice were summoned individually 
to the Interior Ministry Department. In Orel, Mr. Dmitri Kraïukhin, 
a member of The Voice, was arrested and accused of “hooliganism” 
and sentenced to a fine. On December 5, he was further charged for 
having disturbed the work of a polling station, where he had noted 
several procedural violations. In Irkutsk, the media engaged in a smear 
campaign against members of The Voice. In Samara, legal proceedings 
were initiated in May 2007 against Ms. Ludmila Kuzmina, President 
of the regional section of The Voice, who was accused of having used 
pirated computer programmes. The association offices remained closed 
for three months.

Violent repression against defenders denouncing  
human rights violations in the North Caucasus

Persons daring to denounce enforced disappearances, abductions, acts 
of torture, extrajudicial executions and the impunity of their authors 
in the North Caucasus are exposed to extremely violent reprisals. 
For instance, in November 2007, Mr. Farid Babaev, a human rights 
defender in Dagestan and head of the regional list of the opposition 
party Yabloko, was shot dead. Also, in Ingushetia, during the night 
of November 23 to 24, 2007, Mr. Oleg Orlov, Chairman of the 
“Memorial” Human Rights Centre, and three journalists covering an 
opposition demonstration were abducted, beaten and threatened with 
death by armed men wearing masks.
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Aggressions against defenders fighting racism  
and xenophobia

In 2007, Russia continued to face serious problems of racism, for 
which the authorities bear some degree of responsibility. As Mr. 
Doudou Diène, United Nations Special Rapporteur on Contemporary 
Forms of Racism, pointed out, racist and xenophobic discourse is not 
only used by extremist parties but also by mainstream parties6. The way 
in which racist and xenophobic language has become part of everyday 
life has contributed to the increase in the number of racist crimes 
and aggressions. Human rights defenders denouncing racism are also 
subjected to physical attack on the part of extremist groups, who enjoy 
total impunity. In June 2007 for instance, Mrs. Valentina Uzunova, a 
lawyer, member of the “Russia Without Racism” NGO and an expert 
on racial issues and hate crimes, was attacked in St. Petersburg by an 
unknown woman dressed in camouflage. The assault took place on eve 
of a hearing in which Mrs. Uzunova was to appear as an expert witness 
against Mr. Vladislav Nikolsky, charged with “incitement to change the 
constitutional order” and racial hatred.

Police repression against demonstrators
In 2007, there continued to be serious obstacles to the freedom 

of peaceful assembly, with frequent arbitrary arrests and use of force 
against demonstrators. Numerous demonstrations were dispersed by 
the police in all regions of the Russian Federation. Police repression 
mainly targeted political demonstrations, like when force was used 
against participants in the “Marches of Dissent”7, which took place 
in several cities. On April 14, 2007, police special intervention forces 
violently repressed the March in Moscow, and several demonstrators 
were severely beaten up or arbitrarily sentenced to administrative deten-
tion. Likewise, during the March organised on November 25, 2007 in  
St. Petersburg, which had not been authorised by the authorities, Ms. 
Elia Polyskova, President of the Soldiers’ Mothers of St. Petersburg, 

6./  See Comprehensive Study by Mr. Doudou Diène, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms 
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, presented at the 5th session 
of the United Nations Human Rights Council, United Nations document A/HRC/5/10.
7./  Name given to the demonstrations organised on December 16, 2006 and April 14, 2007 in 
Moscow, on March 3 and April 15, 2007 in St. Petersburg and on March 24 in Nizhny-Novgorod 
by the United civic front, a coalition of various opposition movements. Numerous human rights 
defenders took part in the marches.
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was detained for 11 hours and accused of “participation in an unau-
thorised demonstration” and “rebellion against the police”. In December 
2007, she was sentenced to a fine of 500 roubles for “participation in 
an unauthorised demonstration”.
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Political context
The new coalition government formed in May 2007 by Mr. Vojislav 

Kostunica’s Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS, nationalist), with 
President Boris Tadic’s Democratic Party (DS, reformist) and Mr. 
Mladjan Dinkic’s G17 Plus (neoliberal), firmly committed to cooperate  
with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY) and to take concrete measures to that end. In that respect, 
General Zdravko Tolimir, one of the most wanted war criminals, was 
arrested on May 31, 2007, and transferred to the ICTY. Following the 
arrest, and although Mr. Mladic and Mr. Karadjic are still at large, it 
has been possible to resume negotiations with the European Union on 
the possible accession of Serbia, which had been interrupted in May 
2006 due to the lack of cooperation on the part of Serbia. However, 
defenders who denounce war crimes committed during the 1990s are 
still subjected to attacks and harassment, in a society that is increa-
singly divided over the question of transitional justice and cooperation 
with the ICTY.

Furthermore, ethic tensions in Serbia are still very present, and some-
times lead to outbursts of violence. Such a situation fuels nationalist 
sentiments among the various communities, which hinders the work of 
all the women and men who denounce acts of discrimination and who 
work for the defence of human rights in Serbia. In addition, at the end 
of 2007, the question of the status of Kosovo had still not been settled. 
The last session of the United Nations Security Council in 2007, on 
December 19, came to an end without reaching an agreement, whereas 
Kosovo was threatening to make a unilateral declaration of indepen-
dence, and the stability of the country was still extremely precarious.

Overall less repressive environment,  
but more targeted repression 

Following her visit to Serbia in September 2007, the Special 
Representative of the UN Secretary-General on the situation of human 
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rights defenders, Ms. Hina Jilani, noted that “attacks against human 
rights defenders have reduced in number and the environment is generally  
less repressive”1. In particular, draft legislation on associations was drawn  
up in consultation with the civil society organisations, in view of a 
submission to Parliament in 2008. Although the draft taken as a whole 
is a positive step, the text contains certain provisions that could lead to 
an excessively intrusive degree of State control over NGO activities.

Many defenders are still the target of attacks, in particular those 
working on war crimes and transitional justice, on national minorities 
and on the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual. Defenders 
are particularly vulnerable in rural areas far from the capital.

Acts of reprisal against defenders denouncing war crimes
In 2007, defenders investigating war crimes so that justice be done 

for victims, and who seek to promote transitional justice, continued to 
be accused of being “non-patriotic” by extreme right-wing groups and  
certain branches of the Serbian authorities. They are therefore a privi-
leged target for attacks. On April 14, 2007 for instance, unknown persons  
attempted to assassinate Mr. Dejan Anastasijevic, an independent 
journalist, by throwing a bomb into his bedroom. Mr. Anastasijevic is 
known for his investigations into war crimes and into the illicit activi-
ties of the police and secret services.

Attacks by nationalist groups during demonstrations
Human rights defenders fighting against intolerance and for respect 

for human rights also continue to be subjected to attacks by extreme 
right-wing nationalist groups, particularly during demonstrations. In 
October 2007, for instance, some persons who had come to protest 
against a fascist march in Novi Sad were attacked with stones and 
bottles by members of an extreme right-wing groups. Likewise, in 
December 2007, a coalition of NGOs for a secularised State was de-
monstrating in Belgrade to denounce the increasingly clerical nature of 
the State and to call for freedom of religion was attacked by extreme 
right-wing demonstrators bearing badges depicting Ratko Mladic, and 
chanting slogans against foreigners and homosexuals.

1./  See Statement by the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on the situation of 
human rights defenders, Ms. Hina Jilani, on her visit to Serbia, September 25, 2007.
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Political context 
In Turkey, the year 2007 was undoubtedly marked by the murder, 

on January 19, 2007, of Mr. Hrant Drink, the founder and Editor-in-
chief of the weekly newspaper Agos1 and by the fight for justice led by 
his family and lawyers2. Political violence was also manifest when, on 
April 18, 2007, three people who worked for the protestant publishing 
company Zirve in Malatya had their throats cut. There were several 
arrests of extreme right-wing nationalists following these murders.

In 2007, vigorous armed conflict continued in the eastern provinces 
of the country, opposing the armed forces and the forces of the Kurdish 
Workers’ Party (PKK). Many civilian areas were affected, but due to 
the inaccessibility of these regions, it is difficult to evaluate the con-
sequences. This year the conflict also spread to Iraq, where Turkish 
armed forces carried out bombings and forays into the territory to fight 
the PKK. The conflict with the PKK also led to serious restrictions 
of freedoms of expression and association in particular, thus affecting 
individuals, the media and organisations defending the rights of the 
Kurdish population.

The year 2007 was also one of political and institutional crisis during  
the election of the President of the Republic by the Parliamentary 
Assembly. Indeed, the election of the sole presidential candidate, the 
Foreign Affairs Minister Mr. Abdullah Gül, candidate of the Justice and 
Development Party (AKP), was blocked by the Constitutional Court, 
which issued its ruling after the parliamentary opposition members  
decided to boycott the Assembly elections. This decision led to early 
legislative elections being called and which were held on July 22, 2007, 

1./  See Observatory Annual Report 2006.
2./  The trial for his murder began on July 2, 2007 and 18 people were changed.
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when the ruling AKP party won, holding 341 of the 550 seats. The 
Assembly elected Mr. Gül as President on August 28, 2007.

Although democratic expression played its full role in the outcome 
of this crisis, the persistent, omnipresent influence, even interference of 
the army in the civil and political life of the country, cannot be hidden. 
Ten years after the last military coup d ’état, which until recently was a 
recurrent practice, Turkey remains marked by the considerable influence 
of the armed forces in the management of public affairs. The army still 
possesses broad powers to intervene in the case of the undefined notion 
of threats to national security, powers which are outside the control of 
the executive or the Assembly and which, in practice, are open to broad 
interpretation. The army also interferes in the exercise of freedom of 
expression and recognition of the rights of minorities, and even in the 
course of justice. 

On the other hand, there have been notable advances in reducing the 
use of torture and the reduction to four days of the maximum period of 
detention in police custody, but these advances have proved to be limited  
in practice.  For example, serious human rights violations, especially 
acts of torture, continue to be carried out with complete impunity by 
the police in the context of the fight against terrorism3. In addition, the 
adoption, on June 2, 2007, of amendments to the anti-terrorist law and 
to the law on the duties of the police and the authorities, risks creating 
a legal framework that would permit new human rights violations, in 
that recourse to preventive detention is extended and the police are 
allowed to open criminal proceedings without the authorisation of the 
Prosecutor.

Abusive sentencing of human rights defenders who  
exercise their right of peaceful assembly

In 2007, many human rights defenders were sentenced for taking 
part in demonstrations calling for greater respect for human rights. 
On April 4, 2007, nine members of the Confederation of Public Sector 
Unions (KESK), including Mr. Alaaddin Dinçer and Mr. Emirali 

3./  The Human Rights Foundation of Turkey (HRFT) noted that out of 452 people who had sought 
medical care from the Foundation in 2007, 320 people had stated that they had been tortured by 
agents of the State, as opposed to 252 in 2006.
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Simsek, respectively President and Secretary General of “Egitim Sen”, 
Mr. Bülent Kaya, former President of the Municipality Workers Union 
(BES), Mr. Köksal Aydin and Mr. Erkan Sümer, respectively President 
and Secretary General of the Trade Unions of Public Employees in 
Health and Social Services (SES), Mr. Bedri Tekin, President of the 
Construction and Roads Workers’ Trade Union (YAPI YOL Sen), Mr. 
Özgür Bozdogan and Mr. Abdullah Çiftçi Presidents of Egitim Sen 
Ankara Branches n°1 and n°2, and Mr. Murat Kahraman, Executive 
Committee member of Egitim Sen Ankara Branch n° 1, were each 
given suspended sentences of one year and three months’ imprisonment 
and a fine of 407 YTL (around 223 Euros), for “violating Law n° 2911 
on Public Meetings and Demonstrations”. Proceedings against them 
had been started following the organisation in Ankara by Egitim Sen 
of a peaceful teachers’ demonstration that had been violently repressed 
by the police on November 26, 2005. Similarly, on June 7, 2007, Mr. 
Ethem Acikalin, Mr. Mustafa Bagcicek and Mr. Hüseyin Beyaz, 
respectively President, Secretary General and Accounts Secretary of 
the Adana branch of the Human Rights Association (Insan Haklari 
Dernegi - IHD), were sentenced by Adana Criminal Court n°1 to two 
years and eight months’ imprisonment for “inciting hatred and hostility” 
and “praising crime and criminals” (Article 215 of the Criminal Code). 
They had organised a demonstration in protest against the “Return to 
Life” campaign in December 20004 calling for punishment of those 
responsible for the resulting violations of rights.

Legal proceedings against human rights defenders: 
criminalisation of freedom of expression

Despite the reforms carried out in recent years, the Criminal Code 
still includes many provisions that are destructive of freedom, particu-
larly concerning the exercise of freedom of expression and freedom 
of the media5. Thus, the year 2007 in Turkey was marked by serious 
attacks on freedom of expression that seriously hindered human rights 
defenders in carrying out their activities, despite the fact that President 
Abdullah Gül announced on October 3, 2007 that he was in favour of 
amending Article 301 of the Criminal Code. This Article was again 

4./  On December 19, 2000, the army had launched the military operation “Return to Life” in 22 
prisons simultaneously throughout the country, to put an end to two months of hunger strikes by 
hundreds of political prisoners, resulting in the deaths of 31 people.
5./  See Observatory Annual Report 2006.
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used far too frequently this year against defenders who condemn the 
human rights violations committed by the authorities. For example, 
on January 27, 2007, Ms. Eren Keskin, former Chairwoman of the 
Istanbul branch of IHD, was sentenced to six months in prison by 
the Tunceli Criminal Court of first instance for “denigrating Turkish 
identity” (Article 301 of the Criminal Code) after giving an interview 
to a German newspaper in June 2006, in which she had expressed her 
opinion on the influence of the Turkish army on the Government6. 
Ms. Keskin appealed against this decision and, on October 22, 2007, 
the Court of Appeal quashed the sentence. A new hearing took place 
on December 26, 2007 before the Criminal Court of the 3rd District 
of Kartal, and a second hearing was due to be held at the beginning 
of 2008.

A great number proceedings are still taken against individuals and 
sentences are issued for the expression of non-violent opinions, notably 
on the situation of minorities, including Armenian and Kurdish mino-
rities. As an example, Mr. Baskın Oran et İbrahim Kaboğlu, eminent 
professors and former members of the Human Rights Advisory Board 
attached to the Prime Minister’s Office, saw the acquittal they had been 
granted in 2006 by the Ankara Criminal Court overturned in May 2007 
by the 8th Chamber of the Appeal Court for having published in 2006 
a report entitled Rights of Minorities and Cultural Rights, arguing in 
support of the rights of Turkish minorities. The Court of Appeal ruled 
that “the discussion of major and minor identity went beyond the limits 
of freedom of expression” and that “the expressions used had reached 
the dimension of a danger to society”7. They risk a five year sentence 
for “incitement to racial hatred”. Proceedings were still under way at 
the end of 2007.

6./  Idem.
7./  See Report of the Human Rights Agenda Association, Turkey: Defend Human Rights Defenders, 
March 2008.
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Political context
Whereas Mr. Gurbanguly Berdymukhammedov, acting President 

since the death of the Turkmen dictator Saparmurat Niazov on 
December 21, 2006, promised both continuity and a break line with 
the regime, and in particular liberal reforms in the field of rights and 
freedoms, Turkmenistan is still an authoritarian and repressive country.  
Indeed, Mr. Berdymukhammedov was elected on February 11, 2007 
with 89,2% of the vote, a performance worthy of his predecessor. During 
the election, the Chairman of the Electoral Commission stated that 
“he would do everything” to ensure that Mr. Berdymukhammedov won 
the elections1.

In 2007, the new President introduced some important reforms: he 
re-established a number of social guarantees, in particular the retire-
ment pensions Mr. Niazov had abolished at the end of 2006, he allowed 
freedom of circulation within the country, and he improved diplomatic 
relations, both with the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
and with the West.

Yet, these liberal measures seem more to reflect the will to change the 
outside image of the country than to introduce genuine reforms. As a 
matter of fact, in 2007 the human rights situation did not improve. The 
national media are still muzzled, the foreign press is still banned, the 
Internet is entirely controlled by the special police, and independent 
journalists are subjected to multiple acts of pressure and harassment. 
In addition, nothing is known of the fate of the political prisoners 
sentenced in 2003 for an “attempted attack on the life of President 
Niazov”, whereas according to certain information, eight of them are 
said to have died in detention and the others would have been tortured. 
Lastly, the “black list” of persons banned from leaving the country 

1./  See Press Release by Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty, February 14, 2007.
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apparently still exists, with 2,000 to 15,000 names, mainly of political 
and human rights activists.

Observing the human rights situation and  
denouncing violations: a high-risk activity

The international human rights organisations are still banned from 
settling on the Turkmen territory. What is even more serious is that there 
are very few national human rights NGOs operating in the country,  
and none of them have been able to obtain official registration. In 
addition, they have great difficulty in observing the situation regarding  
human rights and fundamental freedoms, as defenders are virtually 
unable to move freely throughout the country. Any contact between 
Turkmen defenders and foreigners can further be considered to be  
“treason”, and liable to criminal prosecution. During official visits of  
foreign delegations, defenders are systematically placed under house 
arrest. For instance, before the visit of the OSCE delegation in February 
2007, in support of the preparation of the February 11, 2007 elections, 
which had expressed the wish to meet the representatives of the civil 
society, several defenders were summoned to the Ministry of National 
Security and warned of the dangers that would ensue for them, were 
they to have contacts with the delegation. Likewise, in May 2007 
during the visit of Ms. Louise Arbour, UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, a person was arrested and over 10 persons placed under 
house arrest by the security services, including Ms. Natalia Shabunz, 
a member of the “Civic Assistance” association.

While the defence of human rights remains almost impossible, 
the activity is often carried out by a few independent journalists. In 
April 2007, for instance, the authorities refused Ms. Sona Chuli-Kuli,  
an independent journalist well known for her articles denouncing the 
situation of human rights in Turkmenistan, permission to leave the 
country to attend the Eurasian Media Forum in Alma-Aty. She was 
questioned by the national security service, the police searched her 
apartment and confiscated her computer; it was returned to her once 
she had signed a commitment not to work for foreign media.

Black-out on the fate of several human rights  
defenders held in detention

At the end of 2007, the Turkmen authorities had still not insti-
gated an enquiry into the death in prison on September 14, 2006 of  
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Ms. Ogulsapar Muradova, a correspondent of Radio Free Europe / 
Radio Liberty. The circumstances of her supposedly “natural” death 
remained unclear, while the marks on her body would seem to indi-
cate that her death was due to torture or ill-treatment. Nor has any 
official information been given regarding the fate of Mr. Annakurban 
Amanklychev and Mr. Sapardurdy Khajiev, members of the Turkmen 
Helsinki Foundation, arrested at the same time as Mr. Muradova fol-
lowing their collaboration with French journalists, and sentenced to 
seven years’ imprisonment for “illegal possession of ammunition”.
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Political context
In 2007, although the Uzbek authorities continued to implement 

extremely repressive policies, the European Union (EU) partly lifted, 
in November 2007, the sanctions against Uzbek leaders that had been 
decided in 2005 after the Andijan massacre (when hundreds of people  
were killed), although the authorities had still not carried out an impartial  
enquiry into the use of force during the event and despite the lack of 
significant progress regarding the human rights situation in the country.  
The EU also started a dialogue on human rights with the Uzbek 
authorities, of which the first phase took place in May 2007. The year 
ended in Uzbekistan with the re-election of Mr. Islam Karimov, in 
power since 1989, for a third term in office as President – although the 
Constitution provides a two-term limit – following an election which 
observers qualified as “openly non-competitive” and the result of which 
has not been recognised by the OSCE1.

Although the abolition of the death penalty, which came into force 
on January 1, 2008, is an important step forward, very little information  
is available on the fate of the prisoners formerly condemned to death 
and whose sentence has been commuted to life imprisonment. The 
conditions of detention in the Jaslyk penitentiary centre, where the 
former prisoners condemned to death are emprisonned, are such that 
they amount to inhuman and degrading treatment. In that respect, 
in November 2007 the United Nations Committee Against Torture 
expressed its concern about the numerous allegations of the routine use 
of torture in Uzbek prisons, the authors of which enjoy total impunity2. 

1./   See ODIHR Press Release on the presidential elections in Uzbekistan, December 23, 2007.
2./  See Conclusions and Recommendations of the United Nations Committee Against Torture,  
39th session, November 5-23, 2007.
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In addition, defenders who denounce human rights violations and 
criticise publicly the President’s authoritarian regime are constantly 
subjected to acts of psychological harassment and physical violence 
on the part of the police and agents of the National Security Service 
(SNB), or groups of violent civilians acting with the consent or at the 
instigation of the authorities.

Repression against freedom of peaceful assembly
Every demonstration in favour of human rights gave rise to massive and  

vigorous arrests, followed by questioning accompanied by threats and 
physical violence, such as for instance the repeated arrests in January and  
February 2007 of members of the Human Rights Alliance of Uzbekistan. 

A civil society muzzled with considerable violence
In Uzbekistan, the repression mainly targeted the men and women who  

dared to criticise Government policy or investigate human rights viola-
tions committed by the Uzbek regime, in particular in relation to the 
Andijan events, numerous Uzbek defenders being forced into exile. Mr. 
Kamil Ashurov, a journalist and human rights defender, was attacked 
by an unknown man on May 18, 2007, because he had dared “criticise 
the President”. The assault was allegedly filmed by SNB agents. In 
October 2007, Mr. Alisher Saïpov, a journalist who was very critical  
of the Uzbek Government and who was following with particular 
attention the Andijan repression case, was assassinated in the street in 
Och (Kyrgyzstan), where he lived. The act of reprisal is thought to have 
been committed by the Uzbek security services. Also, on December 8,  
2007, Constitution Day, Mr. Yusuf Juma, an Uzbek poet and dissident,  
who denounced in particular the Andijan massacre and Mr. Saïpov’s  
assassination, went out into the street with a banner calling for the resig-
nation of President Karimov. The following night, Mr. Juma’s house was 
machine-gunned by the special intervention police unit. Mr. Juma and  
his family had to flee, but on December 13, Mr. Juma and his son Bobur 
were arrested by the police and placed in the Tashkent temporary deten-
tion centre, where they were reportedly subjected to ill-treatment.

In a general way, human rights activities are subjected to a genuine  
criminalisation. For instance, Ms. Umida Niazova and Ms. Gulbakhor 
Turaeva were arrested in January 2007 on the Kyrgyzstan frontier, 
carrying documents on the Andijan events. They were accused of 
“transporting prohibited documents” (Ms. Niazova was also accused 
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of “illegally crossing the border”); they were sentenced respectively 
to seven and six years’ imprisonment. Thanks to the reaction of the 
international community, the EU in particular, which was at the time 
examining the renewal of the sanctions against Uzbekistan, their  
prison sentences were replaced on appeal by suspended sentences, 
on condition they plead guilty. In addition, it should be recalled that  
Ms. Mukhtabar Tojibaeva, president of the Ardent Heart’s Club, a 
human rights organisation based in Margilan, remains detained since 
October 2005, while her health is constantly declining, in particular 
due to the harsh conditions of her detention.

Lastly, the authorities also targetted the friends and families of defen-
ders, in order to neutralise them; the method used is often arbitrary 
detention. For instance, in November 2007, Mr. Ikhtior Khamroev, 
son of Mr. Bakhtior Khamroev, an Executive of the Djizak section 
of the Human Rights Society in Uzbekistan (HRSU), who has been 
detained in a penitentiary centre since August 2006, was subjected 
to ill-treatment after having refused to admit to having committed a 
disciplinary offence. His sentence was extended by seven months.

Consequences on the Law on Amnesty  
for human rights defenders

On November 30, 2007 the Upper Chamber of Parliament adopted 
a Law on Amnesty, which was published on December 1. According  
to Article 2, the law is supposed to apply to persons who have committed  
offences, wittingly or not, which do not endanger public security. Under 
Article 5, it also applies to persons sentenced for the first time to less 
than ten years’ imprisonment for having belonged to an illegal organisa-
tion and/or having developed activities endangering public security, on 
condition they have expressed the intention to “correct” their ways.

Following the adoption of the Act, numerous defenders in deten-
tion were accused by the prison administration of “breaking the rules”, 
clearly in order to exclude them from the amnesty. At the end of 
2007, it had only applied to Mr. Karim Bozorboyev, a member of the 
“Ezgulik” human rights organisation, who had been arrested in October 
2007 and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment for “financial fraud”. 
As of December 31, 2007, 20 other human rights defenders, including  
11 HRSU members, had not been amnestied. However, a few defenders 
were released early in 2008.
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Political context
During the ten-year conflict that tore Algeria apart in the 1990s, 

200,000 people were killed and thousands more were victims of 
enforced disappearances, kidnappings, rapes and acts of torture carried  
out both by armed groups and the security forces. The hope that one 
day responsibilities will be established and light will be shed on the fate 
of the victims of these systematic and grave violations lessens with each 
of the measures taken by the Algerian authorities. Indeed, measures 
have been taken in the completely opposite direction in recent years.

The “Civil Concord” and the “Charter for Peace and National 
Reconciliation” were adopted by referendum in 1999 and 2005 respec-
tively. Their official aim was to put an end to internal conflicts, enabling  
many perpetrators of serious human rights violations to be granted 
amnesty. However, as of today, the authorities have given Algerian 
citizens no substantial information on the effect of the Civil Concord 
and the numbers of persons who have benefited from its provisions. 
The crimes of the past continue to weigh heavily on the political life 
of Algeria.

Despite maintenance of the state of emergency, which has been in force 
since 1992 and is intended to guarantee the safety of the population,  
the country is still the theatre of acts of violence, causing the death of 
dozens of civilians and members of the security forces each year.

In this securitarian environment, many obstacles prevent human 
rights defenders from organising and carrying out activities, despite the 
fact that the Algerian Constitution guarantees “individual or associative 
defence of the fundamental human rights and individual and collective 
liberties” (Article 33). Human rights defenders, including journalists 
and trade union members, are victims of acts of harassment and intimi-
dation, smear campaigns and abusive judicial proceedings that have 
resulted in several receiving prison sentences. The fight against terro-
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rism, which was intensified following the attacks in Algiers in 2007, has 
further reinforced this environment that is destructive of liberty.

Finally, the Algerian authorities continue to ignore requests for visits 
by several United Nations Special Procedures. In recent years, there has 
been no response to requests from the Special Rapporteur on the promo-
tion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression,  
the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading  
treatment or punishment, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of human rights and freedoms while countering terrorism, 
the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary execu-
tions, and the Working Group on enforced or involuntary disappear-
ances.  However, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its 
causes and consequences, visited Algeria in January 2007 and, following 
a delay of several years, Algeria submitted in 2006 its periodic reports 
to the United Nations Human Rights Committee and the Committee 
Against Torture.

Obstacles to freedoms of association and peaceful assembly
Although the legal existence of associations has been governed by a 

declaratory system since the adoption of Law 90-31 in 1990, in reality 
it is arbitrary practice that prevails. Several human rights associations 
have been unable to file their registration documents and have therefore 
been denied legal existence, following rejection by the authorities. This 
has been the case with SOS-Disappeared (SOS-Disparus) since 2001. 
Moreover, a number of human rights associations, even those that are 
licensed, such as the Algerian Human Rights Defence League (Ligue 
algérienne de défense des droits humains - LADDH) and the Youth 
Action Movement (Rassemblement action jeunesse - RAJ), regularly 
encounter difficulties in organising meetings, finding premises, obtain-
ing funding and carrying out their activities.

The authorities also generally flout freedom of peaceful assembly. 
Indeed, human rights associations are almost systematically prevented 
from organising peaceful demonstrations or public meetings in private  
venues. As an example, in February 2007 five associations for the 
defence of victims of the armed conflict – the Collective of Families 
of Disappeared Persons in Algeria (Collectif des familles de disparu(e)s  
en Algérie), SOS Disappeared, “Djazairouna”, the National Association 
of Families of Disappeared Persons (Association nationale des familles 
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de disparus - ANFD) and “Somoud” – had organised a seminar entitled 
“For Truth, Peace and Conciliation” in a hotel in Algiers, but were barred 
from entering. The Algerian authorities had also previously refused 
to grant access to the territory for the international experts invited 
to the event, including the lawyer Mr. Roberto Garretón, a member  
of the Chilean Organisation for the Defence of the Families of Political 
Prisoners (Organización de Defensa Popular - ODEP), and Mr. Louis 
Joinet, Independent Expert on the human rights situation in Haiti.

The Charter for National Peace and Reconciliation,  
a threat to defenders

In 2007, the authorities continued to ban all public debate on the 
consequences of implementing the Charter for National Peace and 
Reconciliation and its related implementation provisions. Many of its 
opponents were harassed, threatened and sometimes imprisoned. In 
addition, the texts implementing the Charter made any public discussion  
on the conflict a criminal act. Article 46 of the Ordinance 06-01 to 
implement the Charter provides for sentences of up to five years in 
prison for any work in favour of fostering truth and justice, and consti-
tutes a direct threat to human rights organisations and to associations 
of families of disappeared persons that fight for truth and the rights 
of victims to justice and reparation. During consideration of Algeria’s 
periodic report in November 2007, the United Nations Human Rights 
Committee called for this Article to be repealed1. 

It is in this context that Mr. Sofiane Chouiter, a lawyer and a member of 
SOS Disappeared, was subjected to repeated intimidation, especially after 
public interventions on the international scene, and that he was notified 
that some of his activities were liable to classification as criminal offences, 
in particular under Article 46 of the Ordinance on implementation  
of the Charter. In June 2007, Mr. Chouiter was questioned by the 
police at Algiers airport on his return from a training course on 
transitional justice in Morocco. He had already been interrogated in 
March 2007 about his participation in the seminar “For Truth, Peace 
and Conciliation” organised in Brussels and on his hearing before the 
Human Rights Commission of the European Parliament.  During his 

1./  See Final Observations of the Human Rights Committee, United Nations document CCPR/C/
DZA/CO/3, December 12, 2007.
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trip, Mr. Chouiter had been interviewed in a programme broadcast by 
the Al Jazeera TV channel.

Abusive legal proceedings instituted against  
human rights defenders

In 2007, abusive judicial proceedings were instituted against numerous  
defenders, to dissuade them from continuing their human rights activi-
ties. On May 27, 2007 Mr. Amine Sidhoum, a lawyer and member 
of SOS Disappeared, was summoned regarding an article published in 
May 2004 in which he had referred to an “arbitrary decision” issued 
against one of his clients. On August 23, 2006, the Minister of Justice 
had filed a complaint against him for “discrediting a court’s deci-
sion” and for “contempt of a State institution”. Likewise, proceedings 
were instituted against Ms. Hassiba Boumerdassi, a lawyer for the 
Collective of Families of Disappeared Persons in Algeria, for having 
given a report to a client in prison without requesting the permis-
sion of the prison director. She was discharged on April 25, 2007. Mr. 
Mohamed Smain, Head of the Relizane branch of the LADDH, was 
sentenced in October 2007 to two months in prison for having con-
demned “fictitious crimes”.  He had informed the press of the existence 
and exhumation of mass graves discovered by gendarmes and a local 
militia group (February 2001). Mr. Smain was however discharged of 
charges of “defamation and contempt”. 
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Political context
After improvements in human rights in Bahrain in 2002, a year 

marked by the release of all political prisoners and recognition of the 
voting rights of women, calls from civil society during the year 2007 for 
the continuation of reforms seem to have remained unheeded. Political 
parties remain illegal in Bahrain. As a result, political “groups”, powerful 
and well-organised, have emerged as substitutes for political parties and 
are allowed to participate in elections. Furthermore, the border between 
political associations and human rights associations is sometimes very 
thin, insofar as the prohibition on the establishment of political parties 
led some political leaders to intervene within human rights associa-
tions. The full recognition of political parties would probably solve 
this problem. 

The relative progress, made possible by an amendment to the 
Constitution and the Electoral Act of 2002, enabled the Islamist Sunni 
and Shiite parties to win seats in Parliament. However, amendments 
to the Constitution and the new Electoral Law – which seek to dilute 
the weight of the Shiite and the opposition vote – remain strongly 
contested. 

Although the Constitution of 2002 provides for the independence of 
the judiciary, in practice the executive branch continues to exert pressure  
on the judiciary. Furthermore, the announcement of the creation of an 
independent national institution for the promotion and protection of 
human rights in November 2007, which aims to assist the Government 
in implementing policies relating to human rights, has still not led 
to improved conditions for human rights defenders to conduct their 
activities. Thus, the exercise of freedoms of association, expression, and 
assembly remains severely restricted. 
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Refusal to register independent human rights organisations 
Act No. 21 of 1989 on Associations provides that any civil society 

organisation is subject to approval by the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
and prohibits the associations’ involvement in politics. It also provides 
for a broad spectrum of governmental interference in their activities, 
such as financial control. In 2007, the Ministry of Social Affairs drafted 
a new law on civil society organisations that, in late 2007, had not 
yet been forwarded to the Shura Council and Lower House (the two 
parliamentary chambers). While it does contain improvements as to 
the existing law, several articles are contrary to international standards. 
For example, the Minister of Social Affairs will retain powers such as 
the right to close any organisation for a period up to 60 days by an  
administrative decision without providing justification.

In addition, several NGOs continue to face the authorities' refusal 
to be registered. The Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR) was 
still unable to secure its re-registration in 2007, and remains closed 
since 2004. Other groups, such as the Unemployed and Underpaid 
Committee (UUC) and the Bahrain Youth Human Rights Society 
(BYHRS), have been waiting since 2005 for registration authorisation 
from the Ministry of Social Affairs. In this context, Mr. Mohammed 
Al-Maskati, Director of BYHRS, was charged in November 2007 
for “operating an unregistered association before receiving notifica-
tion of the registration declaration”. The trial of Mr. Al-Maskati was 
postponed to January 21, 2008. A few days before his arrest, members 
of the BYHRS received a notification from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, asking them to halt their activities if they wanted to escape 
prosecution.

Acts of harassment against human rights defenders 
In 2007, several human rights defenders were accused of threatening  

national security, and judicial harassment and frivolous claims continued.  
Furthermore, some defenders were victims of physical attacks and 
abductions to unknown locations, where they were beaten and arbi-
trarily detained. Activists of independent associations and their families 
were also monitored and subjected to repeated visits to their homes. 
They were harassed by telephone and e-mail, such as Mr. Nabeel Rajab, 
Vice-President of the BCHR, from July 1, 2007. Their communica-
tion was under surveillance and their equipment and documents were 
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regularly damaged or confiscated. They also sometimes faced obstacles 
when communicating with their international partners. 

Brutal repression of a peaceful demonstration leading  
to arbitrary arrests of human rights activists 

On December 17, 2007, during a peaceful demonstration commemo- 
rating the victims of past human rights violations, Mr. Ali Jessim Meki, a 
human rights defender working with the Al-Haq Movement for Freedom 
and Democracy, would have been attacked by special security forces 
while demonstrating peacefully. He died shortly after being returned 
home. Riots followed the death of the young man. The authorities seem 
to have taken advantage of this agitation to conduct, from December 
21 to 28, 2007, a large campaign to arrest some sixty activists, including  
human rights defenders from the BYHRS and UUC who had not 
participated in the demonstration of December 17, nor in the riots that 
followed, but who had taken part to various public events in recent years 
for the respect of economic and social rights, and opposed restrictions 
on fundamental freedoms. The special security forces forcibly entered 
the homes of numerous activists, threatened their families, and confis-
cated their computers. These defenders were subject to detention, their 
lawyers were not able to attend the interrogations, and they suffered  
ill-treatment and torture. In late 2007, ten of them remained in detention. 
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Political context
The year 2007 was marked in Egypt by an important constitutional 

reform that resulted in the adoption of 34 amendments by referendum 
on March 26, 2007, therefore endorsing new hindrances on individual 
rights and freedoms. This reform led to sharp protests by civil society 
and opposition parties, which called in particular for a boycott of the 
referendum. The new Article 179 of the Constitution was of particular 
concern in this respect. Whilst giving unlimited power to the security 
forces to arrest and detain persons suspected of terrorism, it also permits  
the surveillance of postal and telephone communications without a 
legal warrant. This article further recognises the power of the Head 
of State to bring any person suspected of terrorism before “exception” 
courts. The risk of abuse inherent in these provisions is amplified by 
the fact that Article 86 of the Criminal Code provides such a broad 
definition of terrorism that acts carried out in the framework of the 
exercise of fundamental rights can be qualified as terrorist.

Furthermore, the Egyptian authorities maintain a repressive regime, 
using as a pretext the state of emergency, which has constantly been 
renewed since 1981. Whilst a law governing the fight against terrorism  
will in all probability replace the state of emergency in 2008, it is to be 
feared that it will continue to impose considerable restrictions on the 
exercise of fundamental freedoms, particularly on freedom of expression.  
This law should, amongst other things, reinforce supervision of the 
judiciary by granting extended powers to the security services for phone 
tapping, searches and extrajudicial arrests. Such restriction of judiciary 
prerogatives appears although since 2005 – a year in when a referendum, 
legislative elections and, for the first time, a “pluralist” presidential elec-
tion were held – magistrates and NGO groups, including the National 
Campaign for Monitoring Elections and the Civil Society Election 
Monitoring Observatory, have initiated in 2007 unprecedented mobi-
lisation in the battle for the independence of the judiciary. 
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Violations of the rights of human rights defenders have also remained 
numerous and repeated. The latter are in particular victims of the admi-
nistrative and judicial harassment that is made possible by repressive  
legislation. Journalists and bloggers are also targets of such repression. 
During the year, nine legal proceedings were instituted against Mr. 
Ibrahim Essa, Editor-in-chief of the newspaper Al-Dustour, in particu-
lar following publication of an article on the health of the President of 
the Republic. On February 22, 2007 the blogger Mr. Kareem Amer was 
sentenced to four years in prison for “defaming President Mubarak” and 
for “insults to Islam”, after publishing articles on his blog condemning  
the regime’s abuses of authority.

Strengthening of State control of independent associations 
and abuse of the procedure of administrative closure of NGOs 

The legal existence of associations is provided in Law No. 84, adopted 
by Parliament in 2002, which complements the already very restric-
tive provisions of Law No. 153 of 1999. The 2002 Law effectively 
places human rights organisations under the control of the Ministry 
of Social Solidarity and the security services. In addition, it provides 
for criminal sanctions against organisations that do not strictly comply 
with the registration process. In practice, this law restricts the right of 
association, although it is guaranteed by the Constitution, and permits 
the authorities to close down organisations that denounce attacks on 
fundamental freedoms. Such closures are carried out in a completely 
arbitrary manner, since the empowered authorities give no reasons and 
decisions are sometimes taken by mayors, which is not provided for 
by the law. 

As an illustration, the Ministry of Social Solidarity demanded the 
closure of the Association for Human Rights and Legal Aid (AHRLA), 
an NGO specialised in legal assistance and support for victims of  
torture and which has condemned the use of torture in police stations  
on many occasions. Officially accused of financial offences in September 
2007, the association’s website was closed down and its material and 
financial resources seized. Hearings have been postponed time and time 
again, and no verdict had yet been pronounced by the end of 2007. In 
order to continue its activities, AHRLA had to change its status and 
became a firm of lawyers, as did the Hisham Mubarak Law Center, 
an NGO with an identical mandate, which was obliged to take similar 
measures.



…281

a n n u a l  r e p o r t  2 0 0 7 

/ N
or

th
 a

fr
ic

a 
/  M

id
dl

e 
ea

st

On March 29, 2007 the branch of the Centre for Trade Union and 
Workers Services (CTUWS) in the Qena Governorate of Upper Egypt 
was closed down by an administrative decision taken by the mayor 
of the city. The Centre was accused in particular of having organised 
demonstrations and strikes in the Delta region in December 2006 and 
January 2007, an accusation denied by CTUWS. Furthermore, on April 
10, 2007, the Governor of El-Gharbiya ordered the closure of the 
Mahalla branch of CTUWS. Finally, on April 22, 2007, the police went 
to CTUWS headquarters in Helwan, Cairo, and ordered the closure of 
the offices on the basis of an administrative order from the Ministry 
of Social Affairs which gave as sole reason the rejection of registration 
by the Ministry of Security.

Proceedings for defamation and smear campaign  
against defenders

Defenders have once again this year been subject to proceedings for 
defamation on the grounds of Article 303 of the Criminal Code. In 
October 2007, Mr. Kamal Abbas, General Coordinator of CTUWS, 
and his lawyer Mr. Mohamed Helmy were sentenced to one year in 
prison for “slander” and “defamation”, after reporting corrupt manage-
ment of a youth centre by the Chairman of the board.

Furthermore, certain organisations supported by the authorities 
started denigration campaigns against independent associations with the 
aim of damaging their credibility. In April 2007, the pro-Government  
Egyptian Trade Union Federation (ETUF) led a smear campaign 
against CTUWS.

Finally, the Egyptian regime took measures intended to create obsta-
cles to exchanges and cooperation between Egyptian defenders and 
their colleagues in the region. As an example, Mr. Mohamed Abdul 
Nabi Al Maskati, Director of the Bahrain Youth Society for Human 
Rights (BYSHR), was prevented from taking part in a conference on 
youth and human rights held in Egypt in January 2007.
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Political context
Since the victory of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) in 

the legislative elections of January 2006, the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, particularly Gaza, have repeatedly been the scene of clashes 
between Palestinian armed groups. These clashes led, in June 2007, 
to the occupation of Gaza by Hamas. These deadly internal struggles 
have been accompanied by numerous cases of extrajudicial executions of 
Palestinians by the Israeli army. According to the Palestinian Centre for 
Human Rights (PCHR), more than 650 Palestinian civilians, including 
120 children, were killed in 2007 by Israeli armed forces. According to 
the Israeli organisation B’Tselem, 380 Palestinians were killed by the 
Israeli army in 2007.

The year 2007 was also marked by the continued firing of rockets 
from Gaza into the Israeli territory, and a suicide bomber attack on 
January 29, 2007 in Eilat. In addition, Israeli army Corporal Gilad 
Shalit, captured by Palestinian militants in Gaza on June 25, 2006, was 
still detained at the end of 2007. 

Following the occupation of Gaza, Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas declared a state of emergency in June 2007 throughout the terri-
tories controlled by the Palestinian Authority, dismissed Prime Minister 
Ismail Haniya, and formed a new Government to implement the state 
of emergency. Following this announcement, the United States, the 
European Union and Israel put an end to their economic embargoes 
on the Palestinian Authority. 

In 2007, the already precarious humanitarian situation evolved into 
an unprecedented humanitarian crisis, exacerbated by the complete  
closure of Gaza by the Israeli authorities and the freezing of all relations  
between the Hamas administration and the Israeli Government. 
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Moreover, the presence of military blockades imposed by Israel  
created significant restrictions on the f reedom of movement of 
Palestinian civilians in the Occupied Territory, and confiscation of cus-
toms duties by Israel caused a severe deterioration of living conditions 
for Palestinians. Therefore, poverty, dependence on food aid, health 
problems and unemployment of the Palestinian people reached record 
levels. Additionally, the Israeli army has refused to investigate the  
killings of Palestinian civilians, which reinforces the sense of impunity 
that prevails within the Israeli army. In July 2007, the Israeli Minister 
of Justice proposed an amendment to the Law on State responsibility 
to prohibit Palestinians from filing suits for reparations from the Israeli 
army1. Furthermore, aerial bombardments by Israeli armed forces have 
intensified in the Gaza Strip, and illegal settlement in the West Bank 
has increased. Construction of the 700 kilometre-long wall between 
Israel and the West Bank has also continued. Hundreds of Palestinians 
were arrested and placed in administrative detention for “offences 
against State security”.

On the other hand, the release of Mr. Yoni Ben Artzi, the first Israeli 
conscientious objector to be prosecuted (in 2003) since the 1970s, has 
been an important step forward. 

Obstacles to freedom of association
Human rights defenders face severe restrictions from Palestinian 

authorities on their activities, particularly in regard to their freedom of 
association. After announcing the state of emergency, President Abbas 
issued on June 20, 2007 a new Decree on freedom of association which 
critically increased the powers of the Ministry of Interior regarding 
the terms of closure of NGOs (Articles 1 and 2), and which stipulates 
that all NGOs must re-apply for registration (Article 3). The decree 
contradicts the right to establish organisations as guaranteed by Article 
26 of the amended Fundamental Law of 2003 as well as international 
standards of human rights. On the basis of this Decree, the Minister of 
Interior of the Palestinian Government in Ramallah decided a few days 
later to dissolve 103 NGOs that had submitted their applications for 
re-registration, claiming that they had committed “legal, administrative 
and financial violations of Law No. 1 of 2000 on the solidarity of asso-

1./  See Human Rights Watch Annual Report 2008.
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ciations and non-governmental institutions”. Of the 103 organisations, 
56 had been closed in late 2007. 

Arbitrary detentions and abusive prosecutions of defenders 
In 2007, the Israeli authorities continued their policy of harassment 

against and arbitrary detention of human rights defenders in Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. For example, Mr. Mohammad 
Bsharat, Executive Director of the Association “Nafha” for the Defence 
of Prisoners and Human Rights, was arrested in Nablus in August 2007, 
placed in custody, interrogated as to his human rights activities, and 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment in October 2007. Established in 
conformity with the law and registered with the Palestinian Authority in 
2006, Nafha is one of many NGOs that represent Palestinian prisoners  
before Israeli courts and defend the interests of Palestinian prisoners 
in Israeli prisons and detention centres. Mr. Ziyad Hmeidan, a field 
worker for Al-Haq, a Palestinian human rights NGO, was also kept in 
detention for almost two years without charge or access to a fair trial. 
He was finally released in March 2007. Additionally, Israeli human 
rights defenders may also be subject to improper lawsuits, as was the 
case with Mr. Mordechai Vanunu, an nuclear whistle-blower who was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in June 2007 by the Jerusalem 
Correctional Tribunal for “breach of an administrative order” that pre-
vents him from leaving the country and talking to foreign journalists.

Serious obstacles to freedom of movement 
Palestinian human rights defenders, much like the entire Palestinian 

population, are subject to severe restrictions on their freedom of move-
ment, which hamper their activities and creates the feeling of being 
imprisoned in “closed military zones.” Mr. Shawan Jabarin, General 
Director of Al-Haq, brought a case before the Israeli Court of Justice 
for a decision to review the travel ban that had been imposed on him 
by the Israeli military authorities. Mr. Jabarin has faced multiple bans 
since May 2006, and was thus unable to attend the annual congress of 
the FIDH in Lisbon in April 2007 or an international conference on 
peace and justice in Germany in June 2007. At a hearing held on June 
20, 2007, the Israeli military authorities argued that the West Bank 
had been a “closed military zone” since July 2, 1967, and that therefore 
people had no right to enter (for those who are outside) or leave the 
occupied territory. It was asserted that the possibility of exit or entry 
was subject to the discretion of the military authorities, who felt that 
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allowing Mr. Jabarin to travel abroad was a security risk for the State 
of Israel, given his “presumed political affiliations”.

The situation is even more precarious in the Gaza Strip. Mr. Raji 
Sourani, Director of the PCHR, was prevented from leaving the Gaza 
Strip to attend the “Conference of civil society in support of Israeli-
Palestinian Peace” organised by the United Nations and held at the 
European Parliament in Brussels in August 2007. The refusal was one 
of many restrictions on freedom of movement for Mr. Sourani, who had 
been invited on numerous occasions by international NGOs, United 
Nations agencies and other international organisations, foreign minis-
tries, but systematically prevented from travelling. 

Israeli authorities have repeatedly restricted or prevented members 
of human rights organisations, international or Israeli, from entering 
Palestinian territory. A delegation sent by FIDH in July 2007 faced 
many difficulties before they were able to enter Gaza. Similarly, in 
October 2007, members of the Association for Civil Rights in Israel 
(ACRI) were banned from entering Zone A in the West Bank.



286…

	 /  M O R O C C O
observatory          for    the    protection          of   human      rights       defenders         
	 a n n u a l  r e p o r t  2 0 0 7  

Political context
Since King Mohammed VI came to power in 1999, Morocco has made 

important progress in promoting democracy and respect for human 
rights. The reform of the Family Code (moudawana) in 2004 was 
one of the signal reforms undertaken by Morocco. However, although 
it constitutes a considerable advance in terms of the management of 
family relationships, it does not establish full equality between men and 
women and there is still significant inequality in terms of inheritance, 
polygamy, divorce and legal guardianship.

The introduction of legislative reforms and the establishment of the 
Equity and Reconciliation Commission (Instance équité et réconcili-
ation - IER) in January 2004 have also been marks of the profound 
change the country has experienced in recent years. The goal of this 
commission was to provide a global policy for the issue of the serious  
human rights violations committed between 1956, the date of inde-
pendence, and 1999, the date of the creation of the Independent 
Arbitration Commission, whose only mandate was that of compensation  
for victims. In December 2005, after two years of work, the IER  
presented its recommendations to the King, who ordered the immediate 
publication of the final report and entrusted the Advisory Council on 
Human Rights (Conseil consultatif des droits humains – CCDH) with 
its implementation. Since then, compensation and health care has been 
put into effect for nearly 10,000 victims recognised by the IER, as has 
a programme of community reparation for regions and communities 
collectively affected by serious human rights violations.

Nevertheless, at the end of 2007, the implementation of some impor-
tant recommendations remained pending. These included abolition of 
the death penalty, ratification by Morocco of the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court, primacy of international conventions 
over domestic law, and the reform of the Higher Judicial Council. 
Furthermore, there were continuing reports of persistent human rights 
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violations such as irregularities that occur during periods of custody, 
recourse to torture and ill-treatment in detention centres, as well as 
conditions of detention that cause concern.

The legislative elections held in September 2007, which were won 
by the Istiqlal Party, a member of the coalition Government, were 
marked by a high level of abstentions. This phenomenon was largely 
interpreted as being due to the discredit in which the people held the 
political class.

In 2007 there were repeated obstacles to freedom of the press in the 
country. Judicial proceedings were initiated against journalists accused 
of disturbing public order, as was the case with Mr. Hormat Allah and 
Mr. A. Ariri, journalists with the weekly newspaper Al-Watan al-’an, 
and several papers were seized, including the weekly paper Nichane. The 
latter was seized in August 2007 on the orders of the Prime Minister 
for “failing to respect the person of the King” and “expressions contrary 
to morals” after publishing an article entitled “Jokes: how Moroccans 
laugh at religion, sex and politics” in December 2006.

Hindrances to the freedom of peaceful assembly
Security forces used violence to break up peaceful gatherings of 

human rights defenders and trade union members on several occasions.  
An example of this is the repression of the demonstration to promote  
trade union freedom held on May 26, 2007 and organised by the 
Democratic Labour Federation (Fédération démocratique du travail) and 
the General Workers’ Union (Union générale des travailleurs) in Rabat. 
In addition, during demonstrations on May 1, 2007 seven protesters,  
members of the Moroccan Human Rights Association (Association 
marocaine des droits humains - AMDH), the National Association 
of Unemployed Graduates in Morocco (Association nationale  
des diplômés chômeurs au Maroc - ANDCM) and the Moroccan 
Workers’ Union (Union marocaine du travail - UMT), were arrested 
in Agadir and Ksar El Kébir. Similarly, on June 15, 2007, the security  
forces used violence to break up a sit-in in Rabat organised by the 
National Solidarity Group for the May Day Detainees (Instance nationale  
pour la solidarité avec les détenus du 1er mai - INSAD) to protest 
against the arrest and sentencing of activists who had taken part in 
the May Day demonstrations.  Several AMDH officials and mem-
bers were amongst those hurt. In Béni Mellal, another solidarity sit-in 
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ended with the arrest of ten people, including activist members of Attac 
Maroc, the AMDH, ANDCM, UMT and the Moroccan Truth and 
Justice Forum (Forum marocain vérité et justice - FMVJ). On August 
9, 2007, heavy sentences from one to three years’ imprisonment were 
pronounced against these demonstrators, who were accused of organi-
sing an “unauthorised assembly in a public place”.

Continued repression of human rights activists  
and defenders in the Western Sahara 

In 2007 the use of force against human rights activists and defenders  
in the Western Sahara was noted, as was the arbitrary detention of 
several of their members. Moreover, although negotiations on the ques-
tion of the Western Sahara had resumed following the adoption of a 
United Nations Security Council Resolution on April 30, 2007 calling 
for direct negotiations between the parties, the issue appears to remain 
in stalemate1.

1./  This United Nations Resolution was adopted after Morocco had proposed the creation of an 
“autonomous region of the Sahara”, to which the Polisario Front responded with a proposal for 
independence that would guarantee Moroccan interests in the region. Several meetings followed 
during which the parties maintained their positions.
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Political context
The state of emergency that was imposed in 1962 remained in force 

in 2007, officially to ensure political stability and national security. The 
security context justifies daily checks and restrictions on Syrian citizens,  
especially civil society. Furthermore, the re-election of President Bashar 
Al-Assad for a second term in May 2007 with 97% of the vote, as 
well as legislative elections held in April 2007, confirmed the lack of 
pluralistic electoral life.

Although State intervention has led to the dissolution of political  
parties and independent associations, as well as to the control of all 
activities through coercive policies, the vitality of civil society has 
nonetheless experienced a revival, with the number of these organisa-
tions increasing between 2004 and 2007. In this context, on October 
16, 2005, a broad coalition of activists for political reform issued the 
“Damascus Declaration for Democratic and National Change”, calling 
for the establishment of a political system that would respect the rights 
of citizens, ensure freedoms of expression and association, and put an 
end to discrimination based on religious or political grounds. Moreover, 
in May 2006, the Beirut-Damascus Declaration was signed by over 300 
intellectuals and human rights defenders in Syria and Lebanon, calling 
for improved relations between the two countries. 

Despite this dynamism, freedoms of expression and association con-
tinued to be strictly limited. A number of journalists and correspondents, 
including bloggers and cyber-dissidents, were arrested and harassed in 
2007, in a context where the regime has continued to monopolise all 
media and the Internet. Furthermore, Syrian authorities use the pretext 
of national security to justify their stranglehold on the judiciary and 
the use of laws and practices that discriminate against various players 
in society, such as women, Islamists, or the Kurdish minority. In the 
name of national security, the authorities also justify the use of torture 
and ill-treatment inflicted with impunity on prisoners. 
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Refusal to register human rights organisations 
Several human rights organisations were still unregistered in 2007 

because of the systematic refusal of the Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Labour, in a context where the continued application of laws on the 
state of emergency means that registration reinforces the legal protec-
tion of human rights activists since any unregistered organisation could 
be prosecuted for violating various provisions restricting freedoms. 
Members of these organisations are still operating unlawfully, under 
the constant threat of being prosecuted and imprisoned on the basis of 
Article 71 of Act No. 93 on Associations, adopted in 1958 and under  
which all activity by an unreported association is punishable by three 
months’ imprisonment and a fine. In addition, Article 288 of the Syrian 
Criminal Code provides for a sentence of up to three years’ imprison-
ment against any person who, “without Government authorisation, 
becomes a member of a political or social organisation with an interna-
tional character”. Thus, the National Organisation for Human Rights 
in Syria (NOHR-S), which had submitted an application for registra-
tion to the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour on April 4, 2006 and 
had been notified by Decree of refusal of registration (without reasoned 
opinion) on August 30, 20061, has filed an appeal on December 27, 
2006 against the Decree. The case was not resolved in 2007, as the 
Ministry requested five consecutive reports in order for the court to 
conclude. 

Heavy prison sentences for human rights defenders  
by the Damascus Criminal Court 

In 2007, many human rights defenders were sentenced by the 
Damascus Criminal Court2. For example, Mr. Anwar Al-Bunni, 
Director of the Damascus Centre for Legal Studies and President of 
the Committee for the Defence of Political Prisoners, and Mr. Michel 
Kilo, President of the Organisation for the Defence of Freedom of 

1./  The NOHR-S appealed for clemency from the Ministry, which was also refused on November 2,  
2006 and November 7, 2006.
2./  In this regard, the European Parliament, in its Resolution P6_TA(2007)0217 adopted on  
May 24, 2007, expressed in particular “its great concern at the recent verdict handed down to 
political prisoners and human rights activists in Syria which affects every political trend of the 
opposition” and “urge[d] the relevant Syrian bodies to reverse the abovementioned judgment, drop 
the charges still pending in the Military Court of Damascus and release all the abovementioned 
prisoners of conscience and political prisoners”. 
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Speech and Press, were arrested in mid-May 2006 by security and 
intelligence forces after they signed the Beirut-Damascus Declaration. 
They were sentenced on May 13, 2007 respectively for “disseminating 
false or exaggerated information to weaken the spirit of the nation” 
and “weakening national ethics”, to sentences of five and three years’ 
imprisonment. Moreover, Mr. Kamal Labwani was arrested in April 
2005 and sentenced in May 2007 by the Damascus Criminal Court 
to 12 years’ imprisonment for “communicating with a foreign country 
and inciting to undertake an aggression against Syria” after a visit by 
U.S. officials in 20053. 

Wave of arrests of members of the Initiative for the Damascus 
Declaration for Democratic and National Change 

On December 9, 2007, Syrian security services conducted a series 
of arrests targeting more than forty activists in several cities in Syria 
in response to a meeting organised by the Initiative for the Damascus 
Declaration for Democratic and National Change on December 1, 
2007. The meeting brought together 163 people in Damascus and led 
to the creation of the National Council of the Damascus Declaration, 
a collective movement that brings together political opponents but 
also  human rights defenders. The arrests particularly targeted several 
members of the Committees for the Revitalisation of Civil Society in 
Syria, including Mr. Fayez Sara, a journalist, Mr. Mohammed Haj 
Darwish, a member of the Association of Human Rights in Syria,   
Mr. Jaber Al-Shoufi, Mr. Akram al-Bunni and Mr. Ali Al-Abdullah. 
All were charged on January 28, 2008 for having violated several provi-
sions of the Syrian Criminal Code, particularly Sections 285 and 286 
(on “the weakening of national sentiment”), 304, 306 and 327 (on the 
illegal activities of associations) and 307 (relating to racial hatred and 
inciting sectarianism). Some of these provisions provide for imprison-
ment sentences of at least seven years. 

3./  See Observatory Annual Report 2006.

Likewise, on April 24, and May 14, 2007, the European Union Presidency “expresse[d] its regret 
that Anwar Al-Bunni, a prominent Syrian human rights defender, was sentenced to five years of 
detention in Damascus on 24 April 2007 for having disseminated human rights-related material”, 
“expresse[d] its profound concern over the three-year prison terms to which Michel Kilo, a Syrian 
intellectual, and Mahmoud Issa, a Syrian political activist, were sentenced by a criminal Court in 
Damascus on 13 May, 2007”, and stated that it was “deeply concerned by the repeated harassment 
of human rights defenders in Syria”.  
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Obstacles to freedom of movement 
In 2007, several Syrian human rights defenders were faced with many 

obstacles to their freedom of movement in order to prevent them from 
attending regional or international workshops. For example, on January 
11, 2007, security forces prevented Mr. Akram Al-Bunni from leaving  
Syria to attend a meeting in Belgium with representatives of the 
European Union to discuss the situation of human rights and human 
rights defenders in Syria. No official reason was provided. Likewise, 
Mr. Jihad Msoti, a member of the discussion forum Al-Atassi, created  
to promote the democratisation of the country, was arrested in November 
2007, at the same time as several other Syrian human rights defend-
ers, while attempting to travel to Cairo, Egypt, to attend a workshop 
organised by FIDH. Mr. Radeef Mustafa, President of the Kurdish 
Committee on Human Rights, Mr. Mustafa Ouso, Director of the 
Kurdish Defence Organisation of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms in Syria, and Mr. Masho Hasan, a member of the Executive 
Office of the Organisation of Human Rights in Syria, Mr. Khalil 
Maatouk and Mr. Muhannad al-Husni, lawyers defending human 
rights, have also been prevented from leaving the international airport 
of Damascus and thus participating in the workshop. For his part,  
Dr. Ammar Qurabi, President of the NOHR-S, was banned from 
travelling to Jordan, on November 19, 2007, to participate in a seminar 
on “the role of civil society organisations in political reforms in the 
Arab World,” organised by the Amman Centre for Human Rights 
Studies and the Aspen Institute of Berlin, without explanation being 
provided.
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Political context
The Democratic Constitutional Assembly (Rassemblement constitu-

tionnel démocratique - RCD), the omnipotent presidential party, has 
largely dominated Tunisian political life since the accession to power 
of President Ben Ali, on November 7, 1987. The judicial system is 
largely under the sway of the executive power and magistrates who 
try to evade the pressures and interference of the latter are almost 
systematically repressed. In spite of a debate on the judiciary body in 
the Chamber of Deputies in May 2007, the Government nonetheless 
denies interference in the legal system, but continues to maintain its 
control over magistrates in particular by appointing the members of the 
High Judicial Council and multiplying acts of repression against mem-
bers of the Tunisian Magistrates Association (Association des magis- 
trats tunisiens - AMT).

The “Law to support international efforts to combat terrorism and 
money-laundering”, adopted in 2003, continued to be used for political 
purposes on the grounds of concerns over security. In fact, the use of this 
law gave rise in 2007 to numerous human rights violations, including  
arrests following participation in meetings or declarations made in 
opposition newspapers, vigorous searches and threats of reprisals by 
the political police, incommunicado detentions, etc.

In addition, State agents who are responsible for acts of torture and 
repression continue to enjoy impunity on the national territory. Torture 
is almost systematically used against persons arrested in the framework 
of the fight against terrorism. Acts of ill-treatment of political prison-
ers are also very regularly reported. For example, around 30 prisoners 
arrested during armed confrontation at the end of December 2006 – 
January 2007 between the security forces and groups of young people 
accused of belonging to Salafist movements, started a hunger strike 
at the Mornaguia civil prison in October 2007 to denounce the ill-
treatment they suffered and to call for the respect of their rights.
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Finally, the Tunisian authorities refuse to respond positively to 
the repeated requests for invitations by the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges 
and lawyers, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General 
on the situation of human rights defenders, the Special Rapporteur on 
the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression as well as the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while counte-
ring terrorism.

Because human rights defenders condemn the human rights violations  
perpetrated by the authorities, they have to cope with the system of 
general aggression that has been put in place to stifle their activities. 
All stakeholders of civil society are targets of reprisals: journalists, stu-
dents, members of opposition political parties, union officials, lawyers, 
magistrates and representatives of foreign organisations or the press.

Refusal to recognise numerous independent human rights 
organisations 

Most of the 9,132 Tunisian associations registered in 2007 are at the 
mercy of the authorities. This situation enables the Government to  
congratulate itself on the vitality of Tunisian civil society. In this environ-
ment, the authorities try to discourage human rights defenders by con-
tinuing to refuse to grant legal recognition to many associations. Thus, 
the National Committee for Freedoms in Tunisia (Conseil national 
pour les libertés en Tunisie - CNLT), the International Association 
of Solidarity with Political Prisoners (Association internationale de 
soutien aux prisonniers politiques - AISPP), the Association for the 
Fight Against Torture (Association de lutte contre la torture en Tunisie 
- ALTT), the Centre for the Independence of Justice and Lawyers 
(Centre pour l ’indépendance de la justice et des avocats - CIJA), the 
Assembly for Alternative International Development (Rassemblement 
pour une alternative internationale de développement - RAID-Attac 
Tunisia), the Union of Tunisian Journalists (Syndicat des journalistes  
Tunisians - SJT) and the Observatory for Freedom of the Press, 
Publication and Creation in Tunisia (Observatoire pour la liberté de 
presse, d ’édition et de création en Tunisie - OLPEC) have been refused 
registration for several years. However, legal recognition is no guarantee 
of protection for independent human rights associations.
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Attempts to stifle NGOs and police harassment of defenders
Independent NGOs are constantly inspected, their premises regu-

larly “visited”, their activists harassed, goods and documents damaged 
or ruined, their means of communication monitored and often cut 
off. Activists and their families continue to be subjected to ill treat-
ment, constant harassment, physical attacks, arbitrary arrests, surveil-
lance, attacks and other criminal acts. An arson attack was for instance 
made on the office of Mr. Ayachi Hammami, Secretary General of the 
Tunis section of the Tunisian League for the Defence of Human Rights 
(Ligue Tunisian des droits de l ’Homme - LTDH) and Rapporteur on 
the independence of the judiciary for the Euro-Mediterranean Human 
Rights Network (EMHRN), on August 31, 2007. Legal proceedings are 
also frequently used. Thus, LTDH has been prevented from holding 
its congress since 20051. Since this date, the LTDH regional branches 
have encountered many obstacles to carrying out their activities and 
branch members have systematically been prevented from entering 
their offices. Likewise, on June 8, 2007, the police ransacked the CNLT 
offices, destroying important documents and a large part of its com-
puter equipment. Finally, Mr. Abderraouf Ayadi, a lawyer and former 
member of the Council of the Bar Association and former CNLT 
Secretary General, was attacked by an officer of the political police in 
front of the Tunis court in April 2007, while he was preparing to plead 
in defence of detainees arrested under the terrorist law.

Restrictions on the freedom of movement  
of human rights activists 

By forbidding human rights defenders to travel abroad, the regime 
wishes to prevent them from mobilising the international community  
regarding the human rights situation in Tunisia. This is illustrated by 
the case of Mr. Mohamed Abbou, a lawyer and CNLT and AISPP 
member, who was released on July 25, 2007 after 30 months in prison2, 
but who was forbidden to take part in a programme on the Al-Jazeera 
television channel in London in August 2007. Similarly, on August 
25, 2007, Mr. Taoufik Mezni, the brother of Mr. Kamel Jendoubi, 
President of EMHRN and of the Committee for the Respect of 

1./  See Observatory Annual Report 2006.
2./  Mr. Abbou had been sentenced on March 1, 2005 after publishing articles on conditions of 
detention in Tunisia, comparing Tunisian jails to the prisons of Abu Ghraib.  His trial was marred 
by numerous irregularities and Mr. Abbou had been tortured while he was held on remand.
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Freedoms and Human Rights in Tunisia (Comité pour le respect des 
libertés et des droits de l ’Homme en Tunisie - CRLDHT), was pre-
vented by the police from entering Tunis-Carthage airport to return 
to France, his country of residence for more than seven years.
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Partner organisations and contributors

International NGOs
• Action Against Hunger
• �Agir ensemble pour les droits de l’Homme
• �Amnesty International
• �Article 19
• �Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)
• �Centre de conseils et d’appui pour les jeunes en droits  

de l’Homme (CODAP)
• �Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)
• �Defence for Children International
• �Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
• �Education International
• �Foundation Martin Ennals
• �Frontline
• �Global Rights 
• �Human Rights First
• �Human Rights Information and Documentation System
• �Human Rights Watch (HRW)
• �Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN)
• �International Centre for Trade Union Rights (ICTUR)
• �International Commission of Jurists (ICJ)
• �International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
• �International Crisis Group (ICG)
• �International Federation for Actions by Christians for the 

Abolition of Torture (FIACAT)
• �International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX)
• �International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission 

(IGLHRC)
• �International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA)
• �International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT)
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• �International Service for Human Rights (ISHR)
• �International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)
• �International Union of Food Workers (IUF-UITA-IUL)
• �International Youth and Student Movement for the UN (ISMUN)
• �Ligue internationale pour les droits et la libération des peuples 

(LIDLIP)
• �Minority Rights Group International (MRG)
• �Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)
• �Open Society Institute (OSI)
• �Pax Christi International
• �Peace Brigades International (PBI)
• �Reporters Without Borders (RSF)

Regional NGOs

Africa
• �East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project 

(EHAHRDP)

Americas
• �CATTRACHAS 
• �Central Latinoamericana de Trabajadores (CLAT)
• �Centro por la Justicia y el Derecho Internacional (CEJIL)
• �Comisión Latinoamericana por los Derechos Humanos y 

Libertades de los Trabajadores y Pueblos (CLADEHLT)
• �Comisión para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos en 

Centroamérica (CODEHUCA)
• �Comité de América Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa  

de los Derechos de la Mujer (CLADEM)
• �Comunidad Gay Sampedrana
• �Enlace Mapuche Internacional 
• �Federación Latinoamericana de Asociaciones de Familiares  

de Detenidos-Desaparecidos (FEDEFAM)
• �Federación Luterana Mundial
• �Grupo Arcoiris
• �Grupo KUKULCAN 
• �One World América Latina
• �Organización Regional Interamericana de Trabajadores (ORIT)
• �Plataforma Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, Democracia  

y Desarrollo (PIDHDD)
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Asia
• �Asian Federation Against Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD)
• �Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum Asia)
• �Human Rights in Central Asia 
• �South Asian Human Rights Documentation Centre (SAHRDC)

Europe and CIS
• �Association européenne pour la défense des droits de l’Homme 

(AEDH)
• �Caucasian Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development 

(CIPDD)
• �Osservatorio Informativo Indipendente sulla Regione Andina  

e il Latinoamerica (SELVAS), Italy

North Africa / Middle East
• �Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN)
• �Plateforme Euromed

National NGOs

Afghanistan
• �Cooperation Centre for Afghanistan (Pakistan)

Albania
• �Albanian Human Rights Groups (AHRG)
• �Albanian Rehabilitation Centre for Trauma and Torture (ARCT)

Algeria
• �Association des familles de disparus en Algérie
• �Collectif des familles de disparus en Algérie (CFDA)
• �Coordination nationale des familles de disparus (CNFD)
• �Ligue algérienne de défense des droits de l’Homme (LADDH)
• �SOS Disparu(e)s

Angola
• �Central General de Sindicatos Independentes e Livres de Angola 

(CGSILA)
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Argentina
• �Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo
• �Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS)
• �Comité de Acción Jurídica (CAJ)
• �Comité para la Defensa de la Salud, la Ética Profesional  

y los Derechos (CODESEDH)
• �Derechos Human Rights (USA)
• �Equipo Argentino de Antropologia Forense (USA)
• �Fundación Servicio de Paz y Justicia (SERPAJ)
• �Hijas e Hijos por la Identidad y la Justicia contra el Olvido  

y el Silencio (HIJOS)
• �Liga Argentina por los Derechos del Hombre (LADH)

Armenia
• �Civil Society Institute (CSI)

Australia
• �Pax Christi Australia
• �Survivors of Torture and Trauma Assistance (STTARS)

Austria
• �Pax Christi Österreich
• �Österreichische Liga für Menschenrechte (OLFM)

Azerbaijan
• �Caucasus Centre for the Protection of Freedom of Conscience 

and Religious Beliefs (DEVAMM)
• �Human Rights Centre of Azerbaijan (HRCA)
• �Institute of Peace and Democracy

Bahrain
• �Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR)
• �Bahrain Human Rights Society (BHRS)

Bangladesh
• �Bangladesh Human Rights Commission (BHRC)
• �Bangladesh Rehabilitation Centre for Trauma Victims (BRCT)
• �Hotline Human Rights - Bangladesh (HHRB)
• �Human Rights Congress for Bangladesh Minorities (HRCBM)
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• �ODIKHAR
• �PRIP Trust

Barbados
• �Caribbean Rights / Human Rights Network

Belarus
• �Comité Helsinki pour les droits de l’Homme
• �Human Rights Center “Viasna”

Belgium
• �ACAT - Belgique francophone
• �ACAT - Belgique Vlaanderen
• �Association fraternelle internationale (AFI-ICA-UFER)
• �Justice and Peace
• �Le Monde des droits de l’Homme
• �Liga vorr Menschenrechten (LVM)
• �Ligue des droits de l’Homme (LDHB)
• �Ligue des droits de l’Homme de la République
• �Pax Christi Vlaanderen
• �Pax Christi Wallonie-Bruxelles

Benin
• �ACAT - Bénin
• �Enfants solidaires d’Afrique et du monde (ESAM)
• �Ligue pour la défense des droits de l’Homme (LDDH)
• �Tomorrow Children ONG

Bhutan
• �Peoples’ Forum for Human Rights and Democracy (PFHRB)  

(based in Kathmandu, Nepal) 

Bolivia
• �Asamblea Permanente de los Derechos Humanos de Bolivia 

(APDHB)
• �Asociación de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos y Mártires 

por la Liberación Nacional (ASOFAMD)
• �Centro de Estudios Jurídicos e Investigación Social (CEJIS)
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Botswana
• �The Botswana Centre for Human Rights (DITSHWANELO)

Brazil
• �ACAT - Brazil
• �Agencia de Noticias Direitos da Infancia (ANDI)
• �Centre for the Study of Violence (CSV)
• �Centro de Defesa da Criança e do Adolescente Yves de Roussan 

(CEDECA/BA)
• �Centro de Defesa, Garantia e Promoção dos Direitos Humanos 

(IBISS)
• �Centro de Justiça Global ( JC)
• �Comissão Pastoral da Tierra (CPT)
• �Conectas Direitos Humanos
• �Conselho Indigenista Missionário (CIMI)
• �Departamento Nacional dos Trabalhadores da CUT  

(DNTR-CUT)
• �Federação dos Trabalhadores na Agricultura (FETAGRI)
• �Justiça e Paz
• �Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra (MST)
• �Movimento Nacional de Meninos e Meninas de Rua 

(MNMMR)
• �Movimento Nacional dos Direitos Humanos (MNDH)
• �Sociedad Paraense de Defesa dos Direitos Humanos (SDDH)
• �Terra de Direitos
• �Tortura Nunca Mais - RJ

Bulgaria
• �Assistance Centre for Torture Survivors (ACET)

Burkina Faso
• �ACAT - Burkina Faso
• �Mouvement burkinabè des droits de l’Homme et des peuples 

(MBDHP)

Burma
• �Assistance Association for Political Prisoners in Burma (AAPPB)
• �Burma Lawyers Council
• �US Campaign for Burma
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Burundi 
• �ACAT-Burundi
• �Association des femmes juristes du Burundi (AFJB)
• �Centre indépendant de recherches et d’initiatives pour le dialogue 

(CIRID)
• �Comité d’action pour le développement intégral (CADI)
• �Ligue burundaise des droits de l’Homme (ITEKA)
• �Observatoire de lutte contre la corruption et les malversations 

économiques (OLUCOME)

Cambodia
• ��Alliance for Freedom of Expression in Cambodia (AFEC)
• ��Cambodian Association for Development and Human Rights 

(ADHOC)
• ��Cambodian Centre of Human Rights (CCHR)
• ��Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defence of Human 

Rights (LICADHO)

Cameroon
• �ACAT - Cameroun
• �ACAT-Littoral
• �Association for the Reconstruction of the Moko-Oh People 

(AFTRADEMOP)
• �Maison des droits de l’Homme du Cameroun (MDHC)
• �Mouvement pour la défense des droits de l’Homme  

et des libertés (MDDHL)
• �Organe de la société civile (Os_civile)

Canada
• �ACAT - Canada
• �Human Rights Internet (HRI)
• �Ligue des droits et des libertés du Québec (LDL)

Central African Republic
• �ACAT - Centrafrique
• �Ligue centrafricaine des droits de l’Homme (LCDH)
• �Organisation pour la compassion et le développement  

des familles en détresse (OCODEFAD)
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Chad
• �Association jeunesse anti-clivage (AJAC)
• �Association tchadienne pour la promotion et la défense des droits 

de l’Homme (ATPDH)
• �Collectif des associations de défense des droits de l’Homme 

(CADH)
• �Ligue tchadienne des droits de l’Homme (LTDH)

Chile
• �Centro de Documentación Mapuche, Ñuke Mapu
• �Centro de Salud Mental y Derechos Humanos (CINTRAS)
• �Centro Regional de Derechos Humanos y Justicia de Género
• �Comisión Chilena de Derechos Humanos (CDH-C)
• �Corporación de Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo 

(CODEPU)
• �Fundación de Ayuda Social de Las Iglesias Cristianas (FASIC)
• �Fundación de Protección a la Infancia Dañada (PIDEE)
• �Observatorio de Derechos de los Pueblos Indígenas 

China
• �Asian Centre for the Progress of Peoples
• �China Labour Bulletin
• �Chinese Human Rights Defenders (CRD)
• �Human Rights in China (HRIC)
• �Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (India)

Colombia
• �Asamblea Permanente de la Sociedad Civil por la Paz
• �Asociación de Abogados Laboralistas
• �Asociación de Educadores de Arauca (ASEDAR)
• �Asociación de Institutores de Antioquia (ADIDA)
• �Asociación Nacional de Ayuda Solidaria (ANDAS)
• �Asociación Nacional de Usuarios Campesinos - Unidad  

y Reconstrucción  
(ANUC-UR)

• �Central Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT)
• �Centro de Investigación y Educación Popular (CINEP)
• �Colombia Campesina
• �Comisión Colombiana de Juristas (CCJ)
• �Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz (CJP)
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• �Comité Permanente por la Defensa de Derechos Humanos 
(CPDH)

• �Comité Permanente para la Defensa de los Humanos “Héctor 
Abad Gómez”

• �Comunidad de Paz de San José de Apartadó
• �Coordinación Colombia Europa - Estados Unidos 
• �Corporación Colectivo de Abogados “José Alvear Restrepo” 

(CCAJAR)
• �Corporación Jurídica Libertad (CJL)
• �Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos 

Humanos (REINICIAR)
• �Corporación Regional para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos 

(CREDHOS)
• �Corporación Social para la Asesoría y Capacitación Comunitaria 

(COSPACC)
• �Escuela Nacional Sindical de Colombia (ENS)
• �Federación Nacional Sindical Unitaria Agropecuaria 

(FENSUAGRO - CUT)
• �Fundación Comité Regional de Derechos Humanos “Joel Sierra”
• �Fundación Comité de Solidaridad con los Presos Políticos 

(FCSPP)
• �Instituto Latino Americano de Servicios Legales Alternativos 

(ILSA)
• �Movimiento Nacional de Víctimas de Crímenes de Estado 

(MOVICE)
• �Organización Femenina Popular (OFP)
• �Organización Internacional de Derechos Humanos - Acción 

Colombia (OIDHACO)
• �Proyecto Justicia y Vida
• �Proceso de Comunidades Negras en Colombia (PCN)
• �Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de las Industrias  

de Alimentos (SINALTRAINAL)
• �Unión Sindical Obrera (USO)

Congo (Republic of)
• �Association pour les droits de l’Homme et l’univers carcéral 

(ADHUC)
• �Coalition congolaise publiez ce que vous payez
• �Femmes congolaises chefs de famille et éducatrices (FCFE)



…307

a n n u a l  r e p o r t  2 0 0 7 

• �Observatoire congolais des droits de l’Homme (OCDH)
• �Rencontre pour la paix et les droits de l’Homme (RPDH)

Congo (Democratic Republic of)
• �Action contre l’impunité pour les droits humains (ACIDH)
• �Association africaine de défense des droits de l’Homme 

(ASADHO)
• �Centre des droits de l’Homme et du droit humanitaire (CDH)
• �Centre pour le développement et les droits de l’Homme 

(CDDH)
• �Comité des observateurs des droits de l’Homme (CODHO) 
• �Coordination des actions de promotion de la paix et des droits  

de l’Humain (CAPDH)
• �Femmes chrétiennes pour la démocratie et le développement 

(FCDD)
• �Groupe évangélique pour la non-violence (GANVE)
• �Groupe justice et libération
• �Groupe Lotus
• �Haki Za Binadamu-Maniema (HBM)
• �Héritiers de la justice
• �Journalistes en danger ( JED)
• �Justice Plus
• �Les amis de Nelson Mandela pour les droits de l’Homme 

(ANMDH)
• �Ligue congolaise des droits de l’Homme
• �Ligue des électeurs (LE)
• �Ligue de la zone Afrique pour la défense des droits des enfants  

et des élèves (LIZADEEL)
• �Observatoire congolais des droits de l’Homme (OCDH)
• �Observatoire national des droits de l’Homme (ONDH)
• �Organisation pour la sédentarisation, l’alphabétisation  

et la promotion des Pygmées (OSAPY)
• �Solidarité pour la promotion et la paix (SOPROP) - France
• �Voix des sans voix (VSV)

Costa Rica
• �Asociación Centroamericana de Familiares (ACAFADE)
• �Asociación Servicios de Promoción Laboral (ASEPROLA)
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Côte d’Ivoire
• �ACAT - Côte d’Ivoire
• �Ligue ivoirienne des droits de l’Homme (LIDHO)
• �Mouvement ivoirien des droits humains (MIDH)

Croatia
• �Civic Committee for Human Rights (CCHR)

Cuba
• �Coalición de Mujeres Cubano-Americanas
• �Comisión Cubana de Derechos Humanos y Reconciliación 

Nacional (CCDHRN)
• �Directorio Democrático Cubano
• �Fundación Cubana de Derechos Humanos

Czech Republic
• �League for Human Rights

Denmark
• �Treatment and Counselling for Refugees (OASIS)

Djibouti
• �Ligue djiboutienne des droits de l’Homme (LDDH)
• �Union djiboutienne du travail (UDT)
• �Union des travailleurs du port (UTP)

Dominican Republic
• �Comisión Nacional de los Derechos Humanos (CNDH)

Ecuador
• �Asamblea Permanente de Derechos Humanos del Ecuador 

(APDH)
• �Centro de Derechos Economicos y Sociales (CDES)
• �Centro de Documentación de Derechos Humanos  

“Segundo Montes Mozo” (CSMM)
• �Comisión Ecuménica de Derechos Humanos (CEDHU)
• �Comité de Familiares de Presos Políticos (COFPPE)
• �Confederación de Nacionalidades Indígenas del Ecuador 

(CONAIE)
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• �Fundación Regional de Asesoría en Derechos Humanos 
(INREDH)

Egypt
• �Arab Centre for the Independence of the Judiciary and the Legal 

Profession (ACIJLP)
• �Arab Lawyers Union (ALU)
• �Arab Program for Human Rights Activists (APHRA)
• �Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights (EOHR)
• �Hisham Mubarak Law Centre
• �Human Rights Centre for the Assistance of Prisoners (HRCAP)
• �Nadeem Center

El Salvador
• �Comisión de Derechos Humanos de El Salvador (CDHES)

Ethiopia
• �Action Aid Ethiopia
• �Ethiopian Free Press Journalists’ Association (EFJA)
• �Ethiopian Human Rights Council (EHRCO)
• �Ethiopian Teachers’ Association (ETA)

Finland
• �Finnish League for Human Rights (FLHR)

France
• �ACAT-France
• �Justice et paix
• �Ligue des droits de l’Homme et du citoyen (LDH)
• �Observatoire international des prisons
• �Pax Christi France
• �Pax Romana - Mouvement international des juristes catholiques
• �Santé, éthique et libertés (SEL)
• �Service œcuménique d’entraide (CIMADE)

Gambia
• �Gambian Press Union
• �International Society for Human Rights (ISHR)
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Germany
• �ACAT - Germany
• �Diakonisches Werd der EKD - Human Rights Desk
• �Internationale Liga für Menschenrechte (ILNR)
• �Pax Christi Deutschland

Georgia
• �Georgian Association to Facilitate Women’s Employment 

(Amagdari)
• �Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA)
• �Human Rights Centre (HRIDC)

Greece
• �Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM)
• �Ligue hellénique des droits de l’Homme (LHDH)
• �Marangopoulos Foundation for Human Rights
• �Rehabilitation Center for Torture Victims (RCTVI)

Guatemala
• �Casa Alianza
• �Central General de Trabajadores de Guatemala (CGTG)
• �Centro para la Acción Legal en Derechos Humanos (CALDH)
• �Comisiatura de los Derechos Humanos de Guatemala
• �Comisión de Derechos Humanos de Guatemala (CDHG)
• �Coordinación de ONG y Cooperativas (CONGCOOP)
• �Coordinadora Nacional Indígena y Campesina Aconic
• �Coordinadora Nacional de Organizaciones Campesinas (CNOC)
• �Fundación para los Derechos Humanos en Guatemala (FHG)
• �Grupo de Apoyo Mutuo (GAM)
• �Hijos e Hijas por la Identidad y la Justicia contra el Olvido  

y el Silencio  
(HIJOS - Guatemala)

• �Justicia y Paz (USA)
• �Movimiento Nacional de Derechos Humanos de Guatemala 

(MNDH)
• �Projet Accompagnement Québec-Guatemala
• �Unidad de Protección de Defensoras y Defensores de Derechos 

Humanos - Guatemala (UDEFEGUA-Guatemala)
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Guinea-Bissau
• �Liga Guineense dos Direitos Humanos (LGDH)

Guinea Conakry
• �Organisation guinéenne pour la défense des droits de l’Homme 

(OGDH)

Haiti 
• �Centre œcuménique pour les droits humains (CEDH)
• �Comité des avocats pour le respect des libertés individuelles 

(CARLI) 
• �Justice et paix
• �Réseau national de défense des droits de l’Homme (RNDDH)

Honduras
• �Asociación ANDAR
• �Asociación Arcoiris
• �Centro para la Prevención, el Tratamiento y la Rehabilitación  

de las Víctimas de la Tortura (CPTRT)
• �Comité de Familiares de Detenidos-Desaparecidos en Honduras 

(COFADEH)
• �Comité para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos en Honduras 

(CODEH)
• �Consejo Cívico de Organizaciones Populares e Indígenas 

(COPINH)
• �Movimiento Ambientalista de Olancho (MAO)
• �Organización Fraternal Negra Hondureña (OFRANEH)

India
• �Centre for Organisation Research and Education (CORE)
• �Committee for the Protection of Democratic Rights (CPDR)
• �Committee on Human Rights - Manipur
• �Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)
• �Forum for Fact-finding Documentation and Advocacy (FFDA)
• �India Center for Human Rights and the Law (ICHRL)
• �Jeevan Rekha Parishad ( JRP)
• �Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha (MASUM)
• �NGO Forum Combating Sexual Exploitation and Abuse  

of Children
• �People’s Watch
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• �People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL)
• �People’s Union for Democratic Rights (PUDR)
• �Rural People’s Sangam (RPS)
• �Society for Rural Education and Development

Indonesia
• �The Commission for Disappearances and Victims of Violence 

(KONTRAS)
• �Human Rights Working Group (HRWG)
• �Imparsial - The Indonesian Human Rights Monitor
• �TAPOL - The Indonesia Human Rights Campaign

Iran
• �Defenders of Human Rights Centre (DHRC) 
• �Ligue pour la défense des droits de l’Homme en Iran (LDDHI)

Iraq
• �Iraqi Network for Human Rights Culture and Development 

(INHRCD)

Ireland
• �Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL)
• �Pax Christi Ireland

Israel
• �Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI)
• �B’Tselem
• �HaMoked - Center for the Defence of the Individual
• �Legal Centre for Arab Minority Rights in Israel (Adalah)
• �Public Committee Against Torture in Israel (PCATI)
• �The Association of Forty

Italy
• �ACAT - Italy
• �Liga Italiana dei Diritti dell’Uomo (LIDU)
• �Pax Christi Italy
• �Unione Forense per la Tutela dei Diritti dell’Uomo (UFTDU)

Japan
• �Buraku Liberation and Human Rights Research Institute
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Jordan
• �Amman Centre for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS)
• �Jordan Society for Human Rights ( JSHR)

Kazakhstan
• �Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule  

of Law 

Kenya
• �Independent Medico-Legal Unit (IMLU)
• �International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) - Kenya
• �Kenyan Human Rights Commission (KHRC)

Kyrgyzstan
• �Bureau on Human Rights and Rule of Law
• �Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights (KCHR)
• �Civil Society Against Corruption

Kosovo 
• �Council for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedoms 

(CDHRF)

Kuwait
• �Kuwait Human Rights Society (KHRS)

Laos
• �Mouvement laotien pour les droits de l’Homme (MLDH)

Latvia
• �Latvian Human Rights Committee (LHRC)

Lebanon
• �Association libanaise des droits de l’Homme (ALDHOM)
• �Fondation libanaise pour la paix civile permanente
• �Foundation for Human and Humanitarian Rights in Lebanon
• �Frontiers Center
• �Khiam Rehabilitation Centre
• �National Association for Lebanese Detainees in Israeli Prisons 

(NALDIP)



314…

observatory          for    the    protection          of   human      rights       defenders       

• �Palestinian Human Rights Organisation (PHRO)
• �Soutien aux Libanais détenus arbitrairement (SOLIDA)

Liberia 
• �Foundation for Human Rights and Democracy (FOHRD)
• �Liberia Watch for Human Rights

Libya
• �Libyan League for Human Rights

Lithuania
• �Lithuanian Human Rights Association

Luxembourg
• �ACAT - Luxembourg
• �Pax Christi Luxembourg - Entraide d’église

Madagascar
• �ACAT- Madagascar

Malaysia
• �ALIRAN
• �Suara Rakyat Malaysia (SUARAM)

Maldives
• �Maldivian Detainee Network

Mali
• �Association malienne des droits de l’Homme (AMDH)
• �Association pour le progrès et la défense des droits des femmes 

(APDF)
• �Comité d’action pour les droits de l’enfant et de la femme 

(CADEF)
• �LAKANA SO

Malta
• �Malta Association for Human Rights (MAHR)
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Mauritania
• ��Association mauritanienne des droits de l’Homme (AMDH)
• ��SOS Esclaves

Mexico
• ��Academia Mexicana de Derechos Humanos (AMDH)
• ��ACAT - Mexico
• ��Asociación de Familiares de Detenidos-Desaparecidos y Victimas
• ��Centro de Derechos Humanos “Fray Bartolomé de las Casas”
• ��Centro de Derechos Humanos “Fray Juan Larios”
• ��Centro de Derechos Humanos “Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez” 

(PRODH)
• ��Centro de Investigaciones Económicas y Políticas de Acción 

Comunitaria
• ��Centro Regional de Derechos Humanos “Bartolomé Carrasco 

Briseño”
• ��Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos 

Humanos (CMDPDH)
• ��Comisión de Solidaridad y Defensa de Derechos Humanos 

(COSYDDHAC)
• ��Comité Cerezo
• ��Fomento Cultural y Educativo AC
• ��Liga Mexicana por la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos  

(LIMEDDH)
• ��Nuestras Hijas de Regreso a Casa
• ��Red Nacional de Organizaciones Civiles de Derechos Humanos 

“Todos por los Derechos Humanos”
• ��Servicio Internacional para la Paz (SIPAZ)

Moldova
• ��Moldova Helsinki Committee for Human Rights (MHC) 
• ��League for the Defence of Human Rights of Moldova 

(LADOM)

Morocco
• ��Asociación de Familiares de Presos y Desaparecidos Saharauis 

(AFAPREDESA), Spain
• ��Association marocaine des droits humains (AMDH)
• ��Forum marocain vérité et justice (FMVJ)
• ��Organisation marocaine des droits humains (OMDH)
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Mozambique
• ��Liga Mocanbicana dos Direitos Humanos

Nepal 
• ��Advocacy Forum Nepal
• ��Centre for Victims of Torture (CVICT)
• ��Forum for the Protection of Human Rights (FOPHUR) 
• ��Informal Sector Service Centre (INSEC)
• ��Institute of Human Rights and Democracy (IHRD)
• ��International Institute for Human Rights, Environment  

and Development (INHURED)
• ��Group for International Solidarity (GRINSO)
• ��Women’s Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC)

Netherlands
• �ACAT - Netherlands
• �Global Initiative on Psychiatry
• �Liga Voor de Rechten Van de Menz (LVRM)
• �Pax Christi Netherlands
• �Studie-en Informatiecentren Mensenrechten

New Caledonia
• ��Ligue des droits de l’Homme de Nouvelle Calédonie

Nicaragua
• ��Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH)

Niger
• ��Association nigérienne de défense des droits de l’Homme 

(ANDDH)
• ��Collectif des organisations de défense des droits de l’Homme  

et de la démocratie (CODDH)
• ��Comité de réflexion et d’orientation indépendant pour  

la sauvegarde des acquis démocratiques (CROISADE)
• ��Comité national de coordination de la Coalition équité / qualité 

contre la vie chère au Niger
• ��Ligue nigérienne de défense des droits de l’Homme (LNDH)
• ��Timidria
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Nigeria
• ��Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO)
• ��CLEEN Foundation
• ��Consulting Centre for Constitutional Rights and Justice (C3RJ)
• ��Media Rights Agenda (MRA)
• ��Prisoners Rehabilitation and Welfare Action (PRAWA)

Occupied Palestinian Territory
• ��Addameer
• ��Al-Haq
• ��Al-Mezan Center for Human Rights
• ��Defence of Children International - Palestine (DCI)
• ��Jerusalem Centre for Human Rights
• ��Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR)
• ��Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group (PHRMG)
• ��Ramallah Centre for Human Rights Studies (RCHRS)

Pakistan
• ��Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
• ��Human Rights Education Forum Pakistan (HREF)
• ��National Commission for Justice and Peace, Pakistan
• ��Umeed Welfare Organisation
• ��Voice Against Torture (VAT)
• ��World Peace Forum (WPF)

Panama 
• ��Centro de CapacitaciÓn Social (CCS)

Peru
• ��Asociación Pro Derechos Humanos (APRODEH)
• ��Centro de Asesoria Laboral (CEDAL)
• ��Centro de Estudios y Acción para la Paz (CEAPAZ)
• ��Comisión de Derechos Humanos (COMISEDH)
• ��Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDDHH)
• ��Federación Nacional de Trabajadoers Mineros, Metalúrgicos  

y Siderúrgicos del Perú (FNTMMSP)
• ��Fundación Ecuménica para el Desarrollo y la Paz (FEDEPAZ)
• ��Instituto de Defensa Legal (IDL)
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Philippines
• ��Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights (KARAPATAN)
• ��Episcopal Commission on Tribal Filipinos
• ��Free Legal Assistance Group
• ��GABRIELA - National Alliance of Women’s Organisation  

in the Philippines
• ��KAIBIGAN-OCW Inc.
• ��KALAKASAN - Kababaihan Laban sa Karahasan
• ��Kilusang Mayo Uno Labour Center (KMU)
• ��Medical Action Group
• ��National Secretary of Social Action Justice
• ��Pax Christi Philippines
• ��Philippine Alliance of Human Rights Advocates (PAHRA)
• ��Regional Council on Human Rights in Asia
• ��Task Force Detainees of the Philippines (TFDP)

Poland
• ��Helsinki Watch Committee

Polynesia
• ��Ligue polynésienne des droits humains 

Portugal
• ��Comissão para los Direitos do Povo Maubere
• ��Confederação Geral dos Trabalhadores Portugueses
• ��Pax Christi Portugal

Puerto Rico
• ��Pax Christi Puerto Rico

Romania
• ��League for the Defence of Human Rights (LADO)

Russian Federation
• ��Agora
• ��Caucasian Knot
• ��Centre des droits de l’Homme Mémorial 
• ��Centre for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights
• ��Centre Sova
• ��Citizens’ Watch
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• ��Comité des mères de soldats de Saint-Pétersbourg
• ��Committee for the Protection of Human Rights Republic  

of Tartastan 
• ��Mémorial Saint Petersburg
• ��Moscow Research Centre for Human Rights
• ��Mouvement “Pour les droits de l’Homme”
• ��Nizhny Novgorod Foundation for the Promotion of Tolerance
• ��Russian-Chechen Friendship Society (RCFS)
• ��Union des comités des mères de soldats

Rwanda
• ��Association pour la défense des droits de l’Homme et libertés 

publiques (ADL)
• ��Collectif des ligues pour la défense des droits de l’Homme 

(CLADHO)
• ��Forum des activistes contre la torture (FACT)
• ��Ligue rwandaise pour la promotion et la défense des droits  

de l’Homme au Rwanda (LIPRODHOR)
• ��Réseau international pour la promotion et la défense des droits 

de l’Homme  
au Rwanda (RIPRODHOR)

Senegal
• ��Organisation nationale des droits de l’Homme (ONDH)
• ��Rencontre africaine pour la défense des droits de l’Homme 

(RADDHO)

Serbia
• ��Anti Sex Trafficking Action (ASTRA)
• ��Centre for Peace and Democracy Development (CPDD)
• ��Comité yougoslave des avocats
• ��Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia
• ��Humanitarian Law Centre (HLC)

Sierra Leone
• ��Centre for Democracy and Human Rights (CDHR)
• ��Defence for Children International - Sierra Leone
• ��Forum of Conscience (FOC)
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��South Africa
• ��Human Rights Institute of South Africa (HURISA)

South Korea
• ��Korean Confederation of Trade Union (KFTU)
• ��Korean Government Employees’ Union (KGEU)
• ��MINBYUN - Lawyers for a Democratic Society
• ��SARANBANG

Spain
• ��ACAT - Espagne / Catalogne
• ��Asociación pro Derechos Humanos de España (APDHE)
• ��Federación de Asociaciones de Defensa y de Promoción  

de los Derechos Humanos (FADPDH)
• ��Justicia y Pau
• ��Pax Romana / Grupo Juristas Roda Ventura

Sri Lanka
• ��Centre for Rule of Law
• ��Home for Human Rights (HHR)

Sudan
• ��Amel Centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation of Victims  

of Torture
• ��The Darfur Consortium
• ��Darfur Relief and Documentation Centre (DHRC)
• ��Khartoum Centre for Human Rights and Environment 

Development (KCHRED)
• ��Sudan Human Rights Organisation
• ��Sudan Social Development Organisation (SUDO)
• ��Sudan Organisation Against Torture (SOAT)

Switzerland
• ��ACAT - Switzerland
• ��Action de carême catholique suisse / Fastenopfer
• ��Antenna International
• ��Justice and Peace - Commission nationale suisse
• ��Ligue suisse des droits de l’Homme
• ��Pax Christi Switzerland
• ��Pax Romana Switzerland
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Syria
• ��Comités de défense des libertés démocratiques et des droits  

de l’Homme en Syrie (CDF)
• ��Damascus Centre for Human Rights Studies (DCHRS)
• ��Human Rights Association in Syria (HRAS)
• ��National Organisation for Human Rights in Syria (NOHRS)
• ��Syrian Human Rights Organisation (SHRO)

Taiwan 
• ��Taïwan Association for Human Rights (TAHR)

Tajikistan
• ��Bureau on Human Rights and Rule of Law
• ��International Centre of Non-commercial Law

Tanzania
• ��Centre pour l’éducation et la défense des droits de l’Homme 

(CEDH)
• ��Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC)

Thailand
• ��Union for Civil Liberty (UCL)

Togo
• ��ACAT-Togo
• ��Association togolaise de lutte contre la torture (ATLT)
• ��Ligue togolaise des droits de l’Homme (LTDH)

Tunisia
• ��Association de lutte contre la torture en Tunisie (ALTT)
• ��Association tunisienne des femmes démocrates (ATFD)
• ��Centre d’information et de documentation sur la torture  

en Tunisie (France)
• ��Comité pour le respect des libertés et des droits de l’Homme  

en Tunisie (CRLDHT)
• ��Conseil national pour les libertés en Tunisie (CNLT)
• ��Kalima
• ��Ligue tunisienne des droits de l’Homme (LTDH)
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Turkey
• ��Centre d’action sociale, de réhabilitation et d’adaptation 

(SOHRAM)
• ��Human Rights Association (IHD)
• ��Human Rights Foundation of Turkey (HRFT)
• ��Legal Research Foundation (TOHAV)

Turkmenistan
• ��Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights (TIHR)

Uganda
• ��Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI)
• ��Human Rights and Development Torch
• ��Sexual Minorities in Uganda (SMUG)

United Kingdom
• ��ACAT - UK
• ��Anti-Slavery Society for the Protection of Human Rights
• ��Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ) - Northen 

Ireland
• ��Justice
• ��Justice for Victims of Human Rights Violence in Conflict
• ��Liberty
• ��Pax Christi - UK
• ��Quaker Peace and Service Abolition of Torture

United States
• ��Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR)
• ��Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law
• ��Human Rights Advocates
• ��National Council of Churches - Human Rights Office
• ��Pax Christi USA
• ��World Organization for Human Rights

Uruguay
• ��Instituto de Estudios Legales y Sociales del Uruguay (IELSUR)
• ��Servicio Paz y Justicia - Uruguay
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Uzbekistan
• ��Human Rights in Central Asia
• ��Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan (HRSU)

Venezuela
• ��Comité de Familiares de Víctimas del 27 de Febrero (COFAVIC)
• ��Comisión Latinoamericana por los Derechos y Libertades 

(CLADEHLT)
• ��Federación Latinoamericana de Asociaciones de Familiares  

de Detenidos-Desaparecidos (FEDEFAM)
• ��Observatorio Venezolano de Prisiones (OVP)
• ��Programa Venezolano de Educación-Acción en Derechos 

Humanos (PROVEA)
• ��Red de Apoyo por la Justicia y la Paz (REDAPOYO)

Viet Nam
• ��Comité Vietnam pour la défense des droits de l’Homme 

(CVDDH)

Yemen
• ��Human Rights’ Information and Training Center (HRITC)
• ��Sisters’ Arabic Forum for Human Rights (SAF)

Zimbabwe
• ��Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace
• ��Media Monitoring Project of Zimbabwe (MMPZ)
• ��Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA)
• ��Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights)
• ��Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum
• ��Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR)
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The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights 
Defenders: an FIDH and OMCT joint programme

Activities of the Observatory
The Observatory is an action programme based on the belief that 

strengthened co-operation and solidarity among defenders and their 
organisations will contribute to break the isolation they are faced with. 
It is also based on the absolute necessity to establish a systematic response 
from NGOs and the international community to the repression against  
defenders.

With this aim, the Observatory seeks:
a) �a mechanism of systematic alert of the international community on 

cases of harassment and repression against defenders of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, particularly when they require an 
urgent intervention;

b) �the observation of judicial proceedings, and whenever necessary, 
direct legal assistance;

c) �international missions of investigation and solidarity 
d) �a personalised assistance as concrete as possible, including material 

support, with the aim of ensuring the security of the defenders 
victims of serious violations;

e) �the preparation, publication and world-wide diffusion of reports on 
violations of the rights and freedoms of individuals or organisations 
working for human rights around the world;

f ) �sustained action with the United Nations (UN) and more particu-
larly the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Human 
Rights Defenders, and when necessary with geographic and thematic 
Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups; 

g) �sustained lobbying with various regional and international intergov-
ernmental institutions, especially the African Union (AU), the 
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Organisation of American States (OAS), the European Union 
(EU), the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE), the Council of Europe, the International Organisation of 
the Francophonie (OIF), the Commonwealth, the League of Arab 
States and the International Labour Organisation (ILO).

The Observatory’s activities are based on the consultation and the 
co-operation with national, regional, and international non-govern-
mental organisations.

With efficiency as its primary objective, the Observatory has 
adopted flexible criteria to examine the admissibility of cases that are 
communicated to it, based on the “operational definition” of human 
rights defenders adopted by the OMCT and FIDH:

“Each person victim or at risk of being the victim of reprisals,  
harassment or violations, due to his compromise exercised individu-
ally or in association with others, in conformity with international 
instruments of protection of human rights, in favour of the promotion 
and realisation of the rights recognised by the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and guaranteed by several international instru-
ments”.

To ensure its activities of alert and mobilisation, the Observatory 
has established a system of communication devoted to defenders in 
danger.

This system, known as the Emergency Line, is accessible through:

E-mail : Appeals@fidh-omct.org
Tel. : + 33 1 43 55 55 05 / Fax : + 33 1 43 55 18 80 (FIDH)
Tel. : + 41 22 809 49 39 / Fax : + 41 22 809 49 29 (OMCT) 

Animators of the Observatory

From the headquarters of OMCT (Geneva) and FIDH (Paris), the 
Observatory’s Programme is supervised by Eric Sottas, OMCT Secretary 
General, and Anne-Laurence Lacroix, Deputy Secretary General, and 
Antoine Bernard, FIDH Executive Director, and Juliane Falloux, Deputy 
Executive Director. 
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At FIDH, the programme is run by Clémence Bectarte, programme 
director, and Hugo Gabbero, programme officer, with the assistance 
of Isabelle Brachet, Emmanouil Athanasiou, Jimena Reyes, Delphine 
Raynal, Alexandra Koulaeva, Marceau Sivieude, Florent Geel, Tchérina 
Jérolon, Stéphanie David, Marie Camberlin, Alexandra Pomeon, Antoine 
Madelin, Grégoir Thery, Simia Ahmadi, Julie Gromellon, Damien 
Cousin, Gaël Grilhot, Karine Appy and Nicolas Barreto-Diaz. FIDH 
wishes to thank Macha Chichtchenkova, Laurence Cuny and Marie 
Brossier who assisted it for the writing of this report. 

At OMCT, the Observatory is managed by Delphine Reculeau, pro-
gramme director, with the assistance of Clemencia Devia Suarez. The 
OMCT also wishes to thank Laëtitia Sedou, from OMCT-Europe, Ms. 
Barbara Profeta and Mr. Fernando Mejia-Montoya, as well as the interns 
Caroline Nanzer and Ewelina Iacaccia, who assisted it for this report. 

The Observatory’s activities are assisted by OMCT and FIDH local 
partners.

Operators of the Observatory

FIDH
The International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) is an inter-

national non-governmental organisation for the defence of the rights 
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. 
Created in 1922, it includes 141 national affiliates throughout the world. 
To date, FIDH has undertaken more than a thousand missions for 
investigation, trial observation, mediation or training in over hundred 
countries. In the past few years,  FIDH has developed with its partners 
organisations, an action programme for economic, social and cultural 
rights and for the promotion of international justice and helping victims 
to achieve greater justice. In recent years, FIDH has also adopted legal 
intervention as a mode of action.

FIDH has either consultative or observer status with the United 
Nations, UNESCO, the Steering Committee for Human Rights 
(CDDH) of the Council of Europe, the International Organisation 
of the Francophonie (OIF), the African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) and the Commonwealth.



…327

a n n u a l  r e p o r t  2 0 0 7 

FIDH is also in constant and systematic contact with the European 
Union and the United Nations through its permanent delegations in 
Geneva, Brussels, The Hague and New-York. Every year, FIDH facili-
tates the access and use of existing international mechanisms to more 
than 200 representatives of its member organisations, and also relays 
and supports their activities on a daily basis.

The International Board is comprised of: Souhayr Belhassen, President; 
Philippe Vallet, Treasurer; Yusuf Atlas (Turkey), Aliaksandr Bilaltski 
(Belarus), Amina Bouayach (Morocco), Juan Carlos Capurro (Argentina), 
Karim Lahidji (Iran), Fatimata Mbaye (Mauritania), Cynthia Gabriel 
(Malaysia), Vilma Nuñez de Escorcia (Nicaragua), Sorraya Gutierez 
Arguello (Colombia), Raji Sourani (Palestine), Peter Weiss (United 
States), Tanya Ward (Ireland), Arnold Tsuanga (Zimbabwe), Dan Van 
Raemdonck (Belgium), Dismas Kitenge Senga (DRC), Vice-Presidents; 
and of Florence Bellivier, Olivier de Schuter, Driss El Yazami, Paul 
Nsapu Mukulu, Luis Guillermmo Perez, Secretaries General. 

OMCT
Created in 1986, the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) 
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