H.E. Mr Oh Joon

President of the Security Council

Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations

335 Fast 45" Street

New York, N.Y. 10017

VIA: Fax +1 (212) 986-1083

New York, May 9, 2014

RE: Request for the Security Council to take Action on the Abduction of Gitls by Boko
Haram in Nigeria

Your Excellency,

We are writing to you in your capacity as the President of the Security Council to utrge the
Council to address an ongoing threat to international peace and security: the abduction of over
250 schoolgirls by armed militants in Nigeria.

On April 14, 2014, Boko Haram, a militant group, stormed an all-gitl secondary school in the
village of Chibok, in Borno and abducted over 250 girls. More abductions were reported on May
5, 2014, and on May 6, 2014, the group claimed responsibility for the abductions and has openly
threatened to sell the gitls. The Nigerian Government has not been able to locate nor rescue any
of the captured girls.

The Council, through its resolutions on women, peace and security, the responsibility to protect,
the protection of civilians in armed conflict, and children in armed conflict, has clearly stated that
crimes targeting girls and women are of high priority to the Council and declared its intention to
take action in such cases. However, after more than three weeks, the Council has not acted on
this matter nor condemned these crimes. Most recently, the Council has reiterated its
commitment to act in such cases in Resolution 2143 (2014) on children in armed conflict, which
confirmed the “Security Council’s readiness to adopt targeted and graduated measures against
perpetrators of violations and abuses against children” and strongly condemned “all violations of
applicable international law involving the recruitment and use of children by patties of armed
conflict, as well as their re-recruitment, killing and maiming, rape and other sexual violence,
abductions, attacks against schools or hospitals.”

The commitments by the Council are laudable, but they need to translate to action. Accordingly,
we call on the Security Council to take all appropriate measures to prevent further abductions,
secure the safe release of the schoolgirls, and ensure accountability of the perpetrators for the
crimes against humanity committed against these girls. This tragedy provides the Security Council

Global Justice Center
275 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1502 ¢ New York, NY 10001 ¢ P 212.725.6530 « I' 212.725.6536



with an opportunity to follow through on its commitments to end impunity for sexual and
gender-based violence as mandated in numerous resolutions on women, peace and secutity.

The Security Council must demonstrate zero tolerance for these heinous mass crimes.
Sinceyely,
Janet Benshoof
President, Global Justice Center
Endorsed by:
AJC’s Africa Institute
Andean Commission of Jurists
Center for Development of International Law
Civil Resource Development and Documentation Centre
International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect
International Federation for Human Rights
International Federation of Women Lawyers
International Federation of Women Lawyers Nigeria
International Women’s Society Lagos Nigeria
Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights
Nigerian Coalition on the International Criminal Court
Union Internationale des Avocats (UIA International Association of Lawyers)
Women’s Action for New Directions
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom
Women’s Refugee Commission

World Federalist Movement — Institute for Global Policy
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