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Introduction

This contribution builds on relevant information submitted by FIDH and its members to various UN
bodies and mechanisms in past months.! In a previous contribution, FIDH urged “states to move
away from a fossil fuel-dependent economy and address the challenges posed by climate change
while simultaneously preventing the negative impacts such actions have on human rights, justice,
equality, and the environment;” adding that “just transition pathways can only be such if fully
respectful of human rights and mindful of systemic power imbalances and historical and structural

discrimination and injustices.” i

This contribution highlights cases of mineral extraction and transformation embedded in renewable
energy supply chains or serving the decarbonization of other economic sectors such as
transportation, on which FIDH and/or its member organizations have worked. It subsequently
provides a traversal analysis and recommendations to address the human rights and environmental
impacts of such activities and to foster a more just transition. The contribution addresses two
groups of questions: the human rights impact of renewable energy development at the extraction
and transformation stage (questions 1 and 2 of the call for inputs); and some of the barriers in the
context of State regulation or business conduct that undermine the protection of human rights

(question 6).

l. The human rights impact of a new wave of extraction

Since the late 1990s, the world has witnessed a strong development of extractives, with mining sites
reaching new frontiers and yielding a considerable impact on human rights — especially those of

marginalised groups - and the planet.

GLOBAL MINERAL PRODUCTION, PER GROUP OF
COMMODITY EXCL. MINERAL FUELS & BAUXITE, 1984-2023
(WORLD MINING DATA, 2025)
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In the absence of consequential political action, such trends risk being reinforced as a consequence
of policies of decarbonization, which, in their current design, are extremely resource-intensive.ii The
International Energy Agency estimates that demand for “critical minerals” will triple by 2030 and
quadruple by 2040. In the case of specific minerals, figures are considerably higher: lithium demand,
for example, is expected to grow between 13 and 40 times by 2040.” Combined, 69% of “energy
transition minerals and metals projects” are located on or near Indigenous peoples’ or peasant land,
two groups whose land and participatory rights are protected by UN instruments.” In numerous
states — which usually have very limited historical responsibility in greenhouse gas emissions - such
extraction is already yielding negative human rights impacts, as exemplified through the case studies

below.

Lithium development in Argentina, Bolivia and Chile, presented by Observatorio Ciudadano (Chile)

and the Center for Legal and Social Studies (Argentina)

The high Andean salt flats in Argentina, Bolivia, and Chile hold 53% of the world's lithium reserves.
Chile is currently the second-largest lithium producer in the world, Argentina the fifth. While
regulatory environments and the history of lithium development considerably differ, all three
countries have planned to significantly develop lithium located on traditional territories of
indigenous peoples, whose economies and cultures are already impacted by a history of large-scale

mining.

All three countries have ratified ILO Convention 169; Argentina and Bolivia recognize indigenous
rights in their constitutions, which are also protected by regional and international instruments."
However, existing extraction of lithium in the region has had significant adverse impacts on these
rights. Among others, lithium is associated with violations of property rights resulting from a lack of
recognition or titling of traditional land which in turn is exploited by lithium companies. The rights to
participation, consultation, and consent of indigenous communities have also been disregarded:
Save for exceptional cases, in Chile and Argentina, consultations organized in the context of lithium
operations have not been undertaken in an adequate manner, in good faith or with a view to reaching
agreement or consent with the communities likely to be directly affected, as mandated by relevant
international instruments. In the few cases in which consultations have been organised around
state-approved lithium operations, they have been tainted by procedural shortcomings, were limited
to certain aspects of the projects or to a limited number of affected communities. Despite the scale
of their impacts, in none of these consultations has it been possible to obtain the free, prior and

informed consent of indigenous peoples.

Moreover, the local communities’ rights to water and to a healthy environment have been affected.
In the case of the Atacama salt flat, in Chile, where the extraction of lithium through the extraction of
brine and its decantation in evaporation ponds dates back several decades, the University of Chile
established in 2024 that the salt flat was sinking at a rate of between 1and 2 cm per year and that the
groundwater levels have fallen by more than 10 meters in the past 15 years as a result of mining

operations.¥il This has led to a significant loss of vegetation cover in areas used for agriculture and


https://geologia.uchile.cl/noticias/219450/estudio-u-de-chile-detecta-que-salar-de-atacama-se-hunde-1-2-cmano
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grazing, and to the disappearance of lagoons in the salt flat.* Similar impacts on the waters of the
Hombre Muerto salt flat in Argentina have also been documented.* Such environmental and social
impacts have rarely been compensated. Even less have the consequential profits that earned by

lithium project developers been equitably shared.
The case of cobalt extraction in Morocco,
presented by Association Marocaine des Droits Humains (AMDH) and Ligue des Droits de 'Homme

Several civil society organizations in Morocco, France and Germany have reported serious violations
of the rights of workers, local populations and the environment around Bou Azzer, a former arsenic
mine repurposed for cobalt extraction in Morocco.X Investigations carried out for several
newspapers showed structural risks to the safety and health of the miners, with, for example, a lack
of information, equipment and training for miners despite health hazards.X' The local population -
some of whom live only hundreds of meters from mine — also face strong hazards due to the
contamination of the environment by mining waste, which was documented by corporate audits.xii In
the past, the miners’ attempts to mobilize or to form an independent union were violently
repressed.xv Workers and members of AMDH were also subject to SLAPP actions.x Recently, 254
employees were not paid for months, and discovered that their employer, a subcontractor of the

mine operator, failed to pay the state for their social security.

This case highlights failures to conduct adequate human rights and environmental due diligence on
the part of mining and automobile companies. It appears that Managem, the mine operator, did not
take the necessary measures to leverage its sub-contractors to address the human rights and
environmental violations, despite the urgency of the situation.xi Surprisingly, European automobile
groups BMW and Renault, which have direct sourcing partnerships with the mine, still label the
minerals they buy from Bou Azzer as “responsible cobalt,” as part of a larger environmental-friendly
rebranding. i To date, they have been criticized for their lack of consequential response to address

the severe impacts of Bou Azzer or the failures in its sub-contracting chain.
Bauxite in Guinea,
presented by Organisation Guinéenne de Défense des Droits de 'Homme et du Citoyen (OGDH)

Guinea, a country rich in energy and mineral resources, relies on renewable energy for its electricity
supply, notably through hydroelectric dams. With nearly 7 billion tons of bauxite, Guinea is the
country with the largest reserves and largest production on the global bauxite market. Several
national and international companies — notably Chinese, European and Emirati—vii are involved in
the exploitation, transportation, processing, and export of bauxite. Bauxite is mainly mined to be

transformed into aluminium and is classified as a « critical raw material ».

Bauxite mining activities have led to deforestation and loss of biodiversity, pollution of waterways,

and degradation of agricultural land. The mining operations have also caused forced displacement of


https://cl.boell.org/es/2021/08/09/evaluacion-de-impactos-en-derechos-humanos-de-sqm-en-los-derechos-del-puebloindigena
https://farn.org.ar/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DOC_LITIO_ESPAÑOL.pdf

populations, social conflicts, and have impeded access to essential services such as water,

education, and healthcare for certain local communities.

Moreover, the extraction of bauxite has been associated with a variety of economic, social and
environmental impacts in Guinea. Bauxite production represents around 25% of Guinea's gross
domestic product and 80% of its exports. It has also contributed to job creation in the mining regions
of Boké, Boffa, and Télimélé. However, there is low processing capacity within the country, and most
of the minerals mined are exported. Practices of tax evasion and poor governance of mining
revenues have also had negative effects on the country’s economy. These practices and imbalances
in value distribution on the part of the companies have a significant impact the capacity of Guinea to

fulfil the progressive realization economic and social rights of its residents.
Copper extraction in Ecuador,
presented by Accion Ecologica

In Ecuador, the extraction of copper at the Mirador mine, which started operations a decade ago, has
led to serious violations of the human rights of local populations and of the rights of nature, both
protected by the country’'s constitution. Almost from the outset, the mine caused deforestation,xix
pollutionx and the displacement of local populations, which have been documented by various
sources.x Operated by the Chinese consortium ECSAxii the mine's activities violate Ecuador's
international human rights obligations,xii domestic and constitutional law. Moreover, current plans
to open a new road network to transport the minerals for exportxiv risks having serious

consequences for forests, land and territories.

The Mirador project illustrates that mining expansion in countries like Ecuador to massively expand
renewable energy technologies causes large-scale negative impacts and that in no way current
policies represent a just transition.x |t reinforces global injustices, deepening the country's role as
an exporter of raw materials to fuel energy consumption in countries like China, North America and
Europe, while indigenous peoples and the Amazonian forests and rivers disproportionally shoulder
the burden of such activities. The indigenous peoples of the Cordillera del Céndor, where the Mirador
mine is located, see their collective rights to territory, to food sovereignty and to culture violated, xxvi

while defenders have been persecuted, silenced and murdered.xxii

The injustice also concerns the planet and humanity as a whole: With its considerable energy
demands, such large-scale mining also currently does not replace the use of oil, gas and coal, and
therefore poses a risk of worsening global warming and the climate disasters caused by a model of

unsustainable production and consumption.

The pressure to exploit copper ore has also led to many threats to villages in the north-west of
Ecuador, in the Intag area. This is where the Llurimagua project is located, which has not yet been
opened as a result of 30 years of resistance by the local population, including through a legal
battle.xxix This struggle has led to the persecution of leaders and the harassment of organizations,
such as DECOIN,=x that defend the Toisan Mountain Range.xxi



Nickel extraction and smelting in Indonesia,
presented by Trend Asia

Nickel smelting plants in Indonesia have been the site of repeated workplace accidents which have
resulted in hundreds of victims but continue to occur without regulatory changes, improvements, or
any sanctions imposed by the Indonesian government on the Chinese-owned companies operating

the smelters.

Other violations of labor rights are also persistent, as many of these companies, predominantly
backed by Chinese investment, are benefiting from Indonesian regulations that fail to ensure labor
welfare. These include entrenched practices of low wages, excessively long working hours, lack of
legal certainty in addressing labor issues, health risks from the environment of smelters, and the

absence of personal protective equipment, all of which remain unresolved to this day.

Moreover, local communities living in proximity to mining and smelting sites are also suffering from
serious human rights violations. These include illnesses caused by pollution and waste from coal-
fired power plants, fly ash from coal, pollution from nickel processing, and dust from mining
activities. These communities are facing the loss of livelihoods, forced evictions, criminalization, and

ongoing health issues.

Trend Asia has recorded, between 2015 and 2024, a total of 242 injuries, 120 deaths, and 137 incidents.
In 2024 alone, these incidents were categorized as follows:7 in nickel mining, 18 in mining

transportation, and 20 at smelter sites.

Il. Analysis

In the words of FIDH Ecuadorian member Accién Ecoloégica: “No transition is just if it is not grounded
in people’s capacity to ameliorate their quality of life and conserve their ways of living and culture.
Equally, given the deep interdependence between humans and natural ecosystems, a transition that
violates the rights of nature also violates human rights.” The above cases illustrate that a new wave
of mining fuelled by a demand for renewable and the decarbonization of the economy is already
yielding significant impacts on the rights to water, to a healthy environment and on workers' rights,
among others. In most of these cases, environmental human rights defenders and union
representatives face heightened risks of reprisals, violence and harassment from either governments
or private actors, while the rights to consultation and participation are widely disregarded. Despite
increasing acknowledgement of human rights issues linked to mining in past decades, much is
needed for present and future operations to avoid reproducing past abuses. Moreover, as evidenced
with the case of smelting in Indonesia, the rights of workers and local communities near processing,
refining, transportation and manufacturing sites, which are also significantly affected, also require

further attention. i



These impacts are far from affecting people homogeneously. The cases of Guinea and Ecuador
highlight how historical patterns of injustice are reproduced by contemporary minerals and
renewables supply chains, with certain states maintained in a role of supplier of raw materials, while
more affluent states and transnational companies capture most of the value and benefits to the
detriment of the full realization of economic and social rights. Within states, certain territories,
overwhelmingly populated by indigenous and peasant populations, bear a much higher burden.
Women and marginalized populations are most at risk both of being impacted by climate change and

by these types of climate mitigation policies.*

In many sites, the (undeniable) need for transition out of fossil fuels is regularly used to discredit
voices concerned with human rights and the environment, and risk putting in jeopardy the rights to
participation and consultation in environmental matters. Human rights and environmental subject to
smear campaigns disregarding them as obstacles to the climate agenda (as well as to local
development).>¥ The inherent contradictions of labelling “transition mineral” projects as
environmentally friendly or rights compliant are blatant in the case of Bou Azzer, in Marocco, where
the impacts of “responsible cobalt” are severe, and where attempts to organise or denounce them

were stifled.

In past decades, the gradual recognition of indigenous rights and the establishment of constitutional
or regional mechanisms protecting human rights have represented a significant milestone and have
offered tools to protect rights in the context of mining. But the cases above, notably that of
Argentina, Bolivia and Chile show the gap that still exists between policies and practice. Worryingly,
recent policy debates have revolved around the need to accelerate the implementation of large-
scale projects, often to the detriment of proper impact assessment, consultation or licensing
practices.* Similarly, the development of mandatory human rights due diligence standards has
represented an important step for accountability and prevention of human rights abuse. In France
and Germany, legislation on corporate due diligence is already in force, and similar bills have been
proposed in various countries around the world*>i |n 2024, the adoption of the Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive by the European Union was seen as a milestone moment for
the development of such policies, despite certain loopholes and shortcomings. But the recent
Omnibus proposal by the European Commission risks compromising the progress done, thereby

significantly weakening the prospects of a just transition. i

Lastly, certain states, whose policies drive mineral expansion (notably the European Union or North
America) or who control mineral supply chains and parent companies bear a particular responsibility
to take action to address the above-mentioned risks, in virtue of their international human rights
obligations. In this sense, policies addressing the overconsumption of energy and materials in high
income countries or innovation seeking to reduce the impact of specific products could contribute
to reducing the pressure on mining sites and to fulfilling the extraterritorial obligations of these
states. Lastly, China, which holds a dominant position in this new material extraction and a quasi-

monopoly on mid- and down-stream supply chains, has a specific obligation to address the



extraterritorial impacts of its companies, establish mechanisms furthering their transparency and

accountability. o™

Recommendations

Encourage robust prevention and corporate accountability frameworks: The development
of supply chain accountability laws should be encouraged and existing laws protected and
reinforced. But the structure of renewable supply chains also illustrates broader shifts in the
economy — with Chinese companies becoming dominant forces in renewable supply chains
or state-owned capital on the rise, for example -- which need to be captured by business and
human rights regulations. The growing multiplicity of centres of economic and political
power and the high level of human rights risks in many of the key localities of renewable
supply chains make the need for international legally binding standards ever more important.
The process to elaborate an international legally binding instrument on transnational
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights represent an

important avenue to achieve a global regulation establishing a level playing field.xI

Reinforce the global recognition and implementation of the rights of indigenous peoples
and peasants and other rural communities by states and other economic actors such as
businesses, development banks, and business associations, given the overwhelming burden
these groups face in the context of contemporary mining projects. Protect the right to free,

prior and informed consent in the context of extraction projects.

Address gaps in regulatory frameworks that enable human rights and environmental
violations and issues in the weak implementation of safeguards. Center human rights
protection in the design of climate policies, reinforce the protection of land rights,
systematize the production of human rights impact assessments elaborated through
meaningful participatory processes, and mechanisms of access to justice and remedy in

cases of human right violations, among others.

Protect human rights and environmental defenders against harassment, intimidation,
violence, smear campaigns and SLAPP actions, among others, and reinforce participatory
rightsxli

Promote a human rights economy addressing the root causes of violations, seeking to
redirect policy decisions and frameworks to place the wellbeing of people and the planet at
the heart of economic policies, investment decisions, consumer choices, and business

models, with the aim of advancing the effective realisation of human rights for everyone and



eradicate poverty and social exclusion. This implies a move from an economy driven by profit
maximisation and financialisation, to one that strives for the realisation of human rights by
internalising externalities to ultimately come back within planetary boundaries. Such a shift
would entail to lower environmental pressures, by tackling over-consumption and
inequalities, while ensuring well-being, social justice and human rights for all. Development
should not be equated with a GDP increase, but the realisation of human rights and
increased social and ecological well-being. This also implies addressing the global debt crisis
hampering the fiscal ability of many countries and progressive tax systems and tackling tax
avoidance to ensure greater equality and generate the resources needed to realise human

rights for all.



Annex 1: Signatory organisations

The International Federation for Human Rights - FIDH

The International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) is an international human rights NGO that
unites 188 member organisations from 116 countries. Since its foundation in 1922, FIDH has been
defending all civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights set out in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR).

Accidn Ecolégica

Accioén Ecolégica, FIDH member organisation in Ecuador, is an environmental organisation that has
been working for 40 years to defend human rights and nature and a pioneer in the global campaign to

leave oil in the ground in order to effectively tackle climate change.

Association Marocaine des Droits Humains (AMDH)

A national network of 96 local and 10 regional chapters in Morocco, AMDH has observer status with
the United Nations Economic and Social Council. The Association works to preserve human dignity,
respect for all human rights in their universality and globality, and to protect and promote these

rights. AMDH's main objectives are:

e To raise awareness, disseminate information and educate people about human rights,

especially among women, young people, children and workers.

e To work for Morocco to ratify without reservations all international human rights covenants,
to incorporate their provisions into Moroccan legislation, and to ensure compliance between

the latter with these covenants and the guarantee of their respect.
e Toidentify, denounce and condemn all human rights violations and work for their cessation.

e To provide solidarity and support to victims of violations.

Ligue des Droits de L'Homme (LDH)

The Ligue des Droits de 'Homme is an independent association committed to defending rights and
freedoms. It acts against injustice, racism, sexism, anti-Semitism and discrimination, and defends
freedom of expression, the right to protest and the right to live in a healthy and sustainable
environment. It carries out its activities throughout France through its local branches and its
members, who engage with public authorities and international institutions, monitor police

practices, provide legal aid services and intervene in schools.
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Organisation Guinéenne de Défense des Droits de 'lHomme et du Citoyen - OGDH

The Organisation Guinéenne de Défense des Droits de 'Homme et du Citoyen, OGDH, was founded
in the 1990s but only recognised in 1995. It is a member of the International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH) and the Inter-African Union for Human Rights (UIDH) and has observer status with the

African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights. It promotes, protects and defends human rights.

It was awarded the Roger Baldwin Prize in 2001 in the United States and the Courage for Democracy
Award in Durban, South Africa, in 2004. It has accompanied several victims in their quest for justice,
the most famous of whom are the victims of the crimes of 28 September 2009, whose case is

currently under appeal following the conviction of the perpetrators in the first instance.

Transforming Energy and Development in Asia - Trend Asia

Trend Asia is an independent civil society organization that aims to accelerate energy
transformation and sustainable development in Asia. Our mission is to promote a just, peaceful, and
prosperous society through the widespread adoption of renewable energy, sustainable production,
and consumption. Our focus is developing ecosystems and models for clean energy, encouraging

democratic and sustainable economies, and advocating for social and environmental justice.
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