
Resolution on the fight against impunity for serious 
human rights violations and international crimes

Recalling the continued importance of the fight against impunity for serious human rights violations, including 
crimes under international law, and reaffirming, as stated in the Preamble of the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court, that “the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole must not 
go unpunished”,

Reminding States of their obligation to investigate and prosecute perpetrators of serious human rights violations 
and international crimes, and to cooperate with independent international, regional, hybrid and national justice 
systems that are documenting, investigating and prosecuting those responsible for those crimes and violations,

Reiterating the international and regional recognition, in particular at the Inter-American level, that States should 
refrain from adopting amnesties, pardons, statutes of limitation or any other legal tools that exclude responsibility 
for serious human rights violations and crimes under international law, which jeopardise victims’ essential rights,

Recalling the importance of the independence and impartiality of national, regional, hybrid and international justice 
mechanisms, and the obligation of States and other external stakeholders not to interfere in genuine investigations 
and prosecutions of serious human rights violations,

Stressing the need for effective, coordinated accountability efforts among all actors, and the importance of 
implementing the principle of complementarity to seek effective and meaningful victim-centred justice,

Recalling the importance of civil society organisations’ work in documenting, reporting, advocating and litigating 
alongside victims of serious human rights violations, and the need for accountability mechanisms to meaningfully 
engage in sustained cooperation with them,

Reaffirming the international recognition of victims’ rights to truth, justice and reparation, and the need for victims 
to play a central and active role in all accountability mechanisms, for justice to be meaningful and have the societal 
impact and deterrent effect it aims to have,

Further emphasising the need to adopt a “Do no Harm” approach in all investigative and prosecutorial work, 
particularly by avoiding over-documentation and minimising risks of re-traumatisation and re-victimisation,

Highlighting the importance of properly investigating sexual and gender-based crimes and violence and the need 
to bring their perpetrators to account and to address the victims and survivors’ needs,

Welcoming the important progress made in advancing justice and accountability through the International 
Criminal Court, including the arrest and surrender to the Court of former Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte; 
the issuance of arrest warrants in the situations of Afghanistan, Libya, Palestine and Ukraine; the request for arrest 
warrants in the Bangladesh/Myanmar situation, including against sitting heads of state; the ratification of the Rome 
Statute by Armenia and Ukraine; and an unprecedented reparations order in the Ongwen case in Uganda, which 
included for the first time reparations for victims of sexual and gender-based crimes, 

Welcoming significant achievements in delivering justice to victims of international crimes through the exercise 
of universal and extraterritorial jurisdiction, including a landmark decision by the French Cour de cassation, 
confirming previous decisions in Germany and Switzerland, that functional immunity does not apply to crimes 
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under international law; as well as cases in France where judicial authorities convicted three senior officials 
of the Bashar el-Assad regime and the spokesperson and high official of a Syrian armed group for complicity 
in international crimes; and in Switzerland, where former Gambian Minister of the Interior, Ousman Sonko, 
was convicted of crimes against humanity, 

Deeply concerned by the erosion of the rules-based order and the increasing attacks against the international 
justice system, including the unprecedented sanctions and threats by the U.S. in particular against the 
International Criminal Court and its supporters, that jeopardise victims’ rights and weaken the international rule of 
law and transitional justice efforts,

Also deeply concerned by the increasingly hostile conditions in which civil society organisations are operating 
and the deterioration of civic freedoms across the globe, which have led to the criminalisation of human rights 
defenders and solidarity movements assisting victims of international crimes; and further alarmed by the 
withdrawal of vital sources of support and funding cuts by numerous European governments, which threaten the 
provision of assistance to those in need, particularly women and minorities, and undermine ongoing efforts to 
strengthen accountability,

Equally concerned by the sharp increase in acts of transnational repression committed by numerous 
governments, often in cooperation with one another and involving international crimes, to pursue and silence 
human rights defenders, activists, and dissidents/critics beyond their national borders,

Concerned by the selective responses driven by geopolitical interests, and double standards in the application 
of international law which favour impunity and undermine the legitimacy and credibility of justice mechanisms 
mandated to bring accountability for serious human rights violations; and further concerned by transitional justice 
efforts being undermined or co-opted, failing to confront the root causes of violence or deliver redress to those 
most affected,

Denouncing the persistent legislative, political, judicial and operational obstacles that hinder genuine 
investigations and prosecutions of perpetrators of serious human rights violations, regardless of their position or 
rank, in many national contexts,

Alarmed by the current global turmoil, the staggering surge in genocidal conducts and gender-based 
discrimination and persecution and the rise in armed conflicts, in which civilians, particularly women and children, 
continue to bear the brunt,

Deeply concerned by the limited or absent mobilisation of states and other crucial duty-bearers in response 
to serious, ongoing long-standing and often well-documented international crimes situations, such as those in 
Afghanistan, Belarus, Colombia, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Iran, Mexico, Myanmar, Nicaragua, 
Palestine, Sri Lanka, Sudan and Venezuela,

FIDH, meeting at its 42nd Congress in Bogotá, Colombia:

•	 Calls upon States and national authorities to:

i.	 Genuinely prioritise the fight against impunity for serious human rights violations and international 
crimes, as it contributes to peace, security and deterrence;

ii.	 Reorient security strategies to prioritise human security over militarised approaches, by addressing 
structural determinants of impunity, including corruption, discrimination, and weak rule of law;

iii.	 Implement decisive measures to prevent serious human rights violations and international crimes, 
including sexual and gender-based violence, and the risk of complicity through activities that 
benefit from such acts, including by respecting international legal obligations, ensuring compliance 
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with ratified international treaties, and adhering to the International Court of Justice’s advisory 
opinions and judgments, and ensure accountability for all perpetrators, whether individuals, states, 
or corporate actors,

iv.	 Adopt or reform legislation to allow for the initiation of investigations and prosecutions for all serious 
human rights violations and international crimes, including through the ratification and implementation 
of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances;

v.	 Abstain from adopting any legislation that would undermine accountability efforts, such as blanket 
amnesties or immunities for crimes under international law;

vi.	 Genuinely investigate and prosecute perpetrators of international crimes, regardless of rank, 
or extradite offenders to a competent national or international jurisdiction if the state is unable or 
unwilling to prosecute domestically;

vii.	Guarantee the rights of the victims of international crimes, notably by ensuring their safe participation 
and meaningful access to justice, including through legal representation, psychosocial support, 
translation services, and comprehensive witness protection, and their right to meaningful reparations;

viii.	 Establish or strengthen specialised units responsible for investigating and prosecuting 
international crimes (‘war crimes units’), and build the capacity of national authorities to ensure 
credible, independent, and effective proceedings, including through the use of universal and 
extraterritorial jurisdiction;

ix.	 Ensure adequate training of all actors involved in accountability efforts, including on trauma-informed 
practices, gender-based violence, crimes against children, and safe engagement with victims and 
affected communities;

x.	 Enhance international cooperation and mutual legal assistance in investigating and prosecuting 
serious human rights violations, and in particular cooperate with the International Criminal Court, 
including by executing arrest warrants, surrendering suspects to the Court, and suspending diplomatic 
relations with those responsible for the most serious crimes;

xi.	 Ensure effective coordination of accountability efforts, strengthen the cooperation between 
accountability mechanisms and actors and the implementation of the principles of complementarity;

xii.	Take effective and coordinated actions to unequivocally support and strengthen international justice 
institutions and those who defend them, by adopting legal instruments and other safeguards that 
adequately protect these bodies and individuals;

xiii.	 Ensure that adequate and sustainable financial support is provided to national justice programmes, 
including reparations programmes, and international justice mechanisms, including the International 
Criminal Court, the Trust Fund for Victims (TFV), and civil society organisations, particularly local 
organisations, working to improve justice and accountability;

xiv.	Support UN accountability mechanisms and experts in their efforts to access victims, investigate, 
protect, advocate for human rights, and bring about justice for international crimes, notably by 
adopting a firm stance and taking action, including through diplomatic pressure, in response to smear 
campaigns and attacks against them;

xv.	Refrain from actions, statements and decisions that reinforce the perception of selective justice and 
double standards in the application of the international rule of law and the fight against impunity;
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xvi.	 �End all acts of transnational repression to pursue and silence human rights defenders, activists, 
and dissidents beyond their national borders, including those involving the commission of 
international crimes, and all forms of cooperation and support aimed at the commission of such acts.

•	 Calls upon independent national, regional and international accountability mechanisms, including the 
International Criminal Court to:

i.	 Continue to work independently from any external pressure and to conduct timely investigations in all 
situations that may fall under their jurisdiction;

ii.	 Ensure that victims can meaningfully participate in proceedings as active rights-holders, and secure 
the necessary resources to uphold their rights to information, participation, legal representation, 
protection and reparation;

iii.	 Meaningfully and regularly engage with civil society organisations working to document, report, 
advocate and litigate in support of victims and survivors of serious human rights violations;

iv.	 Commit to undertake meaningful outreach to victims and affected communities and ensure the best 
possible level of transparency in their activities and decision-making;

v.	 Coordinate as much as possible with other independent national, regional, hybrid and international 
accountability mechanisms.
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