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Serious and systematic human rights violations
in the Islamic Republic of Iran

Considering the ever deteriorating situation of human rights in Iran as documented in annual reports of the UN
Secretary General, the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran, the UN General Assembly's annual resolutions;
LDDHI and FIDH reports and statements, and reports of other international human rights groups;

Considering that

Death penalty is frequently and extensively used; Iran is consistently the second biggest executioner in

the world and the biggest executioner of children in the world. It is believed to have the highest rate of per
capita executions in the world; death sentence is stipulated for over 20 categories of “offences’, including
sex, consumption of alcohol, spying, and vague political and religious “offences” mostly used against political
prisoners and other dissenters;

i. Atleast582 (2022), 867 (2023), 1,023 (2024), and at least 700 were executed in the first six months of
2025; figures for 2024 marking the highest number since 1989 (1,500);

ii. Minors executed: at least 6 in 2022, 8 in 2023, 9 in 2024, and 7 in 2025 (as of end June);

iii. Atleast 42 protesters detained since 2022 and 38 other political prisoners are on death row, according
to LDDHI records as of end June 2025.

Sentences amounting to torture and other inhumane punishments such as amputation, gouging of the eyes,
virginity tests, and flogging are issued and carried out.

Due process is systematically disregarded and denied: political defendants are frequently arrested without
arrest warrant, are held for long periods in solitary confinement and denied access to family and lawyer and
subjected to extremely unfair trials, where confessions extracted under torture are admitted as evidence and
occasionally televised before trial;

i. the UN WGAD has consistently declared a large number of arbitrary detentions;
ii. the UN WGEID has reported hundreds of enforced disappearances.

Human rights defenders, journalists, lawyers, WRDs, trade unionists, environmental activists, student activists,
writers, minority rights defenders and dissidents frequently face vague security-related charges and are
sentenced to long-term prison terms; thousands of people are estimated to be in prison for purely political
reasons; human rights lawyers are arbitrarily detained.

Many prisoners are denied much needed medical care; over the years, scores of prisoners including political
prisoners, have lost their lives in prisons every year under dubious conditions for lack of much-needed medical
attention or for other types of ill treatment.

Freedoms of expression, assembly, association, conscience and conviction are practically non-existent and all
attempts to practice those legitimate rights are always brutally suppressed. All peaceful demonstrations and
other types of expression of discontent are violently repressed at gunpoint resulting in many deaths, injuries
and arrests.
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Vi.

Vii.

Mass protests against compulsory hijab rules, triggered by the death in custody of a young woman,
Mahsa (Jina/Zhina) Amini, on 16 September 2022, proceeded to demand for more freedoms, and lasted
more than six months and were met with extremely brutal crackdown by the authorities. At least 20,000
protesters were arrested and at least 11 protesters were subsequently executed; over 350 faced charges
punishable by death penalty or heavy imprisonment sentences; 42 are still on death row, and a large
number were sentenced to long-term prison terms and banishment to prisons far away from their
home towns. LDDHI recorded extra-judicial killings of at least 800 protesters since the start of protests,
not including many deaths under highly suspicious circumstances;

Political prisoners and prisoners of conscience are incarcerated in extremely poor conditions and

face daily degradation. Their conditions particularly deteriorated after the Israeli bombardment of Evin
prison, a war crime in contravention of international humanitarian law, where 80 people including a
handful of prison staff and a large number of other civilians were killed. Subsequently, prisoners were
moved from Evin prison at gunpoint in handcuffs and shackles to at least two remote detention centres
for men and women in very poor, degrading and inhumane conditions;

Newspapers, peaceful assemblies, literary gatherings, music concerts, books and films are frequently
banned; Civil society organisations, e.g. the Journalists Association’ and ‘Iranian Writers Association’
are unable to operate freely; several writers and journalists are serving long-term prison sentences at
any time; one of the 2009 presidential candidates and his wife, placed under house arrest in February
2011, are still subjected to extensive restrictions;

Independent labour unions are not recognised in law and unionists are frequently arrested and
sentenced to long-term prison sentences; several unionists are currently serving prison sentences;

Dissenting political parties, even loyalist groups critical of the government policies are prevented from operating;
Opposition groups and parties face complete ban and unable to operate in the country;

Peacefully operating groups, including LDDHI, FIDH's member organisation, are banned from working
and monitoring the situation of human rights in their own country.

«  Women's rights are regularly violated:

Gender apartheid has been prevalent in Iran in law and practice since 1979;

Basic laws are extremely discriminatory against women; security forces use excessive force and
imprisonment to force a strict dress code on women and charge them with prostitution for failing to
observe it; hundreds of women are arrested for taking part in protests against compulsory hijab in
public and some are sentenced to heavy prison terms; age of criminal responsibility for women is 9
lunar years; women are banned from occupying some political and judicial positions, e.g. the presidency
and judgeship; they are also banned from watching most men's sport events.

Over 800 people were killed during protests that erupted initially against compulsory hijab in
September 2022. (see above.)

« Thousands of victims of grave human rights violations have been denied justice since 1980s:

Families and relatives of victims of political repression have consistently faced persecution

and harassment for demanding accountability and/or information about their loved ones.

An incomprehensive list includes families of political prisoners executed in 1980s, protesters killed
since 2009 presidential election, hundreds of protesters killed in mass protests in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2022,
2023, and passengers of a civil flight shot down by the Islamic Revolution Guards Corp in early 2020;
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ii. Authorities have consistently refused to officially acknowledge the grave violations committed and
have granted impunity to perpetrators of those crimes. Ebrahim Raeesi, the ex-president who died in
a helicopter crash in 2024, was a member of the “Death Commission” responsible for the grave crime
against humanity of execution of thousands of political prisoners in 1988. An assistant of the same
Commission was sentenced to life imprisonment in Sweden in 2022, but was later released and sent to
Iran under conditions not disclosed publicly.

« Ethnic communities and religious minorities have been consistently repressed and persecuted:

i. Ethnic Arab, Azeri, Baloch, Kurdish, and other communities have been systematically deprived of the right
to exercise their language and culture, right to education and publish books and newspapers in their own
languages; they have faced extensive political and economic discrimination and repression. Arab, Kurdish
and Baloch communities have been victims of disproportionately higher number of executions;

ii. The constitutionally recognised religious minorities, i.e. Sunni Muslims, dissenting Shiites, Sufi
dervishes, new converts to Christianity, and Jews have suffered from political and cultural repression.
Scores of their followers have been persecuted including at the judicial level, detained and sentenced
to harsh prison sentences for their beliefs;

iii. Followers of the persecuted non-recognised Baha'i faith face particular discrimination, including
arbitrary arrests and long-term prison sentences, closure of their businesses, raids on their homes,
confiscation of property, desecration of their cemeteries, refusal to permit burial of their dead, and a
ban on accessing higher education.

« Elections are open only to hand-picked candidates under highly discriminatory legislation:

i.  Only six male candidates were allowed to contest the 2024 presidential election and 281 other
candidates, including all 4 women candidates, were disqualified;

ii. 24,829 candidates registered in the 2024 general election, but less than half, i.e. 12,033, were qualified
to run for election. The rest were disqualified, including the majority of reformist candidates, who are
system loyalists.

The 42" FIDH Congress

« Expresses its strong support for all Iranian human rights defenders, other rights activists, and victims of
human rights violations, and political prisoners, prisoners of conscience.

« Calls for release of all political prisoners and prisoners of conscience without exception immediately
and unconditionally.

» Expresses its disappointment with the Swedish government'’s action to release Hamid Nouri, an Iranian
assistant prosecutor involved in the 1988 massacres of political prisoners, who had been sentenced to life
imprisonment in an unprecedent judicial process in 2021-2022.

« Urges the United Nations, the European Union and national governments to:

i. help victims of grave human rights violations seeking justice by facilitating prosecution and
punishment of actors involved in gross violations of human rights, who travel to their territories,
and sanctioning others who remain in Iran.

ii. require their companies to comply with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
(UNGPs) and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises in all deals and contracts with the
I[ranian parties.
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iii. press the Iranian government to:

cooperate with all UN special procedures;

cooperate with UN the Fact-Finding Mission established by the UN to investigate crimes
committed since the 2022 protests;

immediately stop executing children and public executions, imposing the death penalty for
political charges, and establish a moratorium on death penalty with a view to abolish it;

guarantee equality for women in law and in practice;

guarantee freedom of expression, thought, assembly and association, conscience and conviction,
and rights of religious minorities and ethnic communities;

guarantee fair and free elections;
guarantee due process for all defendants and access to proper medical care for all prisoners;

provide information to families of victims of grave human rights violations about their lost loved
ones, and make accountable perpetrators of all heinous violations of human rights;

ratify and implement the major human rights treaties, which it has not done yet;

to comply with all its obligations and economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights
enshrined in human rights treaties to which Iranis a party.
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