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Jammu & Kashmir

On the occasion of its 42" Congress, the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) adopts the following
resolution on the situation in Jammu & Kashmir:

Recalling the April-May 2025 military escalation in the India-Pakistan dispute over Jammu & Kashmir;

Recalling that the United Nations (UN) Security Council acknowledged as early as 20 January 1948 (Resolution
39) that this dispute was a danger to international peace and security and required urgent attention, and that this
dispute remains unresolved;

Recalling that the UN Security Council formally affirmed the people of Jammu & Kashmir's right to external self-
determination through democratic, free, fair and impartial means (which was also acknowledged by India and
Pakistan) on 21 April 1948 (Resolution 47) and also recommended that India and Pakistan create the conditions
for such exercise, including through demilitarization and defending the people's rights to free expression,

free assembly, free press and information and free movement (including entry and exit);

Recalling that state actors have violated those rights in Jammu & Kashmir since 1948, most severely in
Indian-administered Kashmir (IAK), and that they have committed widespread and grave violations in IAK,
including systematic, mass arbitrary detentions, torture, extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, sexual
violence, and property destruction, which have been extensively documented (including by FIDH member and
partner organizations);

Recognizing that these violations continue and that the state’s systematic repression of civil society and free
expression in IAK, as reported by FIDH, prevents documentation and ensures impunity for these violations;

Recognizing that Jammu & Kashmir is occupied territory as it is effectively controlled by states who do not possess
sovereign title over the territory and that IAK is colonized as India denies its people their right to self-determination
and subjugates, dominates and exploits them;

Recognizing that occupation is armed conflict under international law and that the grave violations of international
law in IAK in furtherance of India's occupation and colonization, as documented by Kashmiri human rights
organizations, therefore satisfy the elements of war crimes (as serious violations of international law in connection
with an armed conflict) and, in many instances, crimes against humanity (as part of a widespread or systematic
attack on a civilian population);

Recalling that the state's targeting of human rights defenders, journalists and dissidents in IAK has escalated

in recent years so that human rights organizations, like FIDH member organization Association of Parents of
Disappeared Persons (APDP)) and its umbrella organization the Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS),
and human rights defenders, like APDP’s secretary and FIDH Deputy Secretary General Khurram Parvez and former
JKCCS researcher Irfan Mehraj, have been incapacitated through state repression;

Recognizing that Khurram Parvez's continued arbitrary detention (since November 2021) on terrorism charges
in reprisal for his human rights work in political prosecutions which seek to criminalize human rights work is
emblematic of the state repression, denial of access to justice and pervasive impunity in IAK;
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Emphasizing that Indian counter-terrorism legislation, including the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
and international counter-terrorism frameworks, such as the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), are systematically
used by Indian authorities as tools of lawfare to persecute civil society, human rights defenders and dissenters;

Recalling that Kashmiris are disproportionately the victims of Indian lawfare (including under the UAPA),

with thousands of Kashmiri detainees wrongfully detained and held in inhumane conditions, often in Indian prisons
thousands of kilometers away from their families and homes, spending years in detention without a meaningful
chance at being released on bail or a fair opportunity to defend themselves;

Recognizing that despite being an acknowledged danger to the maintenance of international peace and security,
the international community has failed to prioritize human rights and international law, and accountability for
violations, in Jammu & Kashmir for over seven decades;

Recognizing that the victims of the dispute over Jammu & Kashmir and impunity in Jammu & Kashmir have been
and remain the people of Jammu & Kashmir;

Recognizing that the April-May 2025 military escalation between India and Pakistan also resulted in numerous
grave violations against the people of Jammu & Kashmir, including their loss of life, maiming and forced
displacement and the destruction of their property and economic opportunity as well as, in IAK, a further escalation
of mass arbitrary detention, raids, denial of free expression, extrajudicial killings and collective punishment;

Recognizing that ending violations and impunity for violations and delivering justice and reparations in Jammu &
Kashmir and other regions of the world where violations are longstanding is critical for freedom, justice, and peace
in the world;

The FIDH Congress:
« Expresses its full support and solidarity with the people of Jammu & Kashmir;
« Acknowledges the rights of the people of Jammu & Kashmir, including their right to self-determination;

« Calls on all competent organs, including the UN Security Council and the Human Rights Council, to demand an
independent international presence in Jammu & Kashmir to prevent the further deterioration of the situation
in Indian-administered Kashmir and ensure recognition and respect of the human rights and fundamental
freedoms of, and provide humanitarian assistance to, the people of Jammu & Kashmir.

« Demands the implementation of international law in Jammu & Kashmir, including by ending the occupation of
Jammu & Kashmir, ending the colonization of IAK, ending the commission of human rights violations in Jammu
& Kashmir and implementing a process of transparent accountability and fulsome reparations for those
violations and otherwise defending the rights of the people of Jammu & Kashmir and creating the conditions
for the exercise of their right to self-determination.

« Calls on India and Pakistan to immediately end their repression of the people of Jammu & Kashmir and instead
fully respect the full range of their rights and freedoms in accordance with international law.

« Demands India immediately allow UN Human Rights Council Special Procedures, international human
rights organizations, international relief agencies, and international media organizations free, unfettered,
and immediate access to IAK and to freely operate therein.

« Demands India immediately cease its repression, intimidation, abuse and detention of human rights defenders,
journalists and dissenters in or from IAK, including by immediately and unconditionally releasing all Kashmiris
who are arbitrarily detained or illegally imprisoned, including our colleague Khurram Parvez.
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