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  Letter dated 7 June 2018 from the Permanent Representative of 

Bangladesh to the United Nations addressed to the President of the 

General Assembly 
 

 

 I would like to inform you that the Government of Bangladesh has decided to 

present its candidature for membership in the Human Rights Council for the period 

2019–2021, the elections to which will be held in New York in 2018. Bangladesh 

previously served on the Council as a member for three terms: 2007–2009, 2010–

2012 and 2015–2017. 

 I am happy to transmit herewith the voluntary pledges and commitments of the 

Government of Bangladesh in connection with our candidature (see annex).  

 

 

(Signed) Masud Bin Momen 
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  Annex to the letter dated 7 June 2018 from the Permanent 

Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations addressed to 

the President of the General Assembly 
 

 

  Candidature of Bangladesh to the Human Rights Council, 

2019−2021 
 

 

  Voluntary pledges and commitments pursuant to General Assembly 

resolution 60/251 
 

 

1. Bangladesh’s human rights obligations emanate from its Constitution, which is 

the supreme law of the land. In the preamble of the Constitution, the people of 

Bangladesh pledge that it shall be a fundamental aim of the State to realize “a society 

in which the rule of law, fundamental human rights and freedom, equality and justice, 

political, economic and social, will be secured for all citizens”. A set of legally 

enforceable fundamental rights is provided in the Constitution, reproducing the civil 

and political rights prescribed in the international human rights instruments. In 

addition, the Fundamental Principles of State Policy enumerate universally 

recognized economic, social and cultural rights, which are ensured through sustained 

and inclusive development policies.  

2. Born of a heroic war fought by its common people against oppressors, the 

concepts of human rights and fundamental freedoms stand at the very core of 

Bangladesh’s statehood. The people of Bangladesh defeated, on successive occasions, 

unconstitutional and undemocratic forces through mass movements. Its foreign 

relations, too, have always been guided by the values of democracy, peace, and 

respect for individual rights. Bangladesh is the only country whose people have 

sacrificed their lives to preserve their right to speak in their mother tongue, which has 

been duly recognized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization. 

3. Bangladesh considers all human rights as universal, indivisible, interrelated, 

interdependent and mutually reinforcing. As for the promotion and protection of 

human rights, Bangladesh always adheres to the principle of international cooperation 

and dialogue. As a responsible member of the international community, Bangladesh 

actively participates in constructive dialogue with the institutions developed under 

the aegis of the United Nations, including the Human Rights Council and other human 

rights mechanisms. 

4. Bangladesh has made remarkable progress in the promotion and protection of 

human rights through the current democratic Government under the leadership of the 

Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, who assumed office in 2009. The contribution of 

Bangladesh to the field of human rights and humanitarian law has served people 

beyond its boundaries. Thus, in terms of best practices, Bangladesh has a lot to offer 

to the international community.  

 

  Bangladesh’s role in protecting victims of human rights violations, including 

forced displacement 
 

5. It is their deep-rooted affinity for the oppressed and the vulnerable that has made 

the people and the Government of Bangladesh open their homes and hearts to more 

than 1 million Rohingya who fled Myanmar to evade ethnic cleansing. Since 

25 August 2017, nearly 700,000 forcibly displaced nationals of Myanmar have 

crossed the border and taken shelter in Bangladesh, making it the fastest -growing 

international displacement crisis in history. In addition, for the past three decades, 
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Bangladesh has hosted another 300,000 Rohingya who had long suffered from 

systematic persecution on the grounds of race and religion in Myanmar.  

6. While Bangladesh has been providing the displaced Rohingya with shelter, 

food, health care and other basic services for their sustenance, diplomatic efforts to 

secure their rights have continued, primarily the right to a safe, dignified and 

sustainable return to their homes in Myanmar. Bangladesh eventually succeeded in 

signing bilateral return arrangements with Myanmar. However, mindful of the 

conditions that are critical for safe return, Bangladesh has negotiated the inclusion of 

non-criminalization, livelihood, resettlement, reintegration and other universal 

elements of human rights in the bilateral return arrangements and  involved the 

relevant United Nations agencies in the return process.  

7. With regard to a permanent solution to the problems of forcibly displaced 

Rohingya, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh made a five-point proposal to the 

General Assembly that included: (a) the unconditional, immediate and permanent 

cessation of violence and ethnic cleansing on the part of Myanmar; (b) sending a fact -

finding mission to Myanmar; (c) the protection of all civilians in Myanmar, 

irrespective of their religion and ethnicity, through the creation of “safe zones”; 

(d) the sustainable return of all forcibly displaced Rohingya to their homes in 

Myanmar; (e) the immediate, unconditional and full implementation of the 

recommendations of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State.  

8. Bangladesh also initiated and facilitated the adoption of the resolution on the 

situation of human rights in Myanmar in the Third Committee of the General 

Assembly, at its seventy-second session, and, subsequently, in the Assembly. In the 

Human Rights Council, Bangladesh convened the twenty-seventh special session of 

the Council, on the human rights situation of the minority Rohingya Muslim 

population and other minorities in the Rakhine State of Myanmar, on 5 December 

2017, which resulted in the adoption of a resolution on the situation of human rights 

of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar.  

9. Bangladesh has provided full and unhindered access to all international partners 

and agencies, including the United Nations, humanitarian actors, the media  and other 

civil society organizations, to work in Cox’s Bazar and provide assistance to the 

Rohingya. In addition, Bangladesh has remained constructively engaged with the 

United Nations and other international mechanisms, including the Advisory 

Commission on Rakhine State, the independent international fact-finding mission on 

Myanmar, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) and other human rights and international non-governmental entities, in 

forging a stable and lasting solution to the suffering of the Rohingya by addressing 

its root causes, which lie in Myanmar, and resolving it in a peaceful and sustainable 

manner. 

 

  Progress made in the field of human rights in Bangladesh  
 

10. Bangladesh is determined to fulfil its constitutional obligations, as well as its 

international commitments, through a variety of legislative and administrative 

measures and socioeconomic development programmes. It has strived to achieve, to 

the extent possible, the goals stipulated in the voluntary pledges made previously. 

Some accomplishments are enumerated below:  

 • The Government adopted various policies in recent years to ensure equity and 

equality in the enjoyment of fundamental rights. Major policies include the 

National Nutrition Policy 2015, the National Drug Policy 2016, the Domestic 

Workers’ Protection and Welfare Policy 2015 and the National Online Mass 

Media Policy 2017. 
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 • To protect the best interests of children, particularly girl children, the Child 

Marriage Restraint Act 2017 was enacted, repealing the earlier Act of 1929. The 

new Act provides for preventive measures (e.g. education, vocational training 

and job opportunities) against child marriage and for stronger sanctions for the 

practice of child marriage. 

 • To empower marginalized communities and ensure citizens’ right to social 

security in cases of underserved want arising from unemployment, illness or 

disablement, as well as in cases of suffering by widows or orphans or in old age, 

the Government adopted the National Social Security Strategy in 2015 and has 

initiated the Life-Cycle-based Social Security Agenda in order to equally and 

inclusively cover people in all age groups within the social security net. The 

Government has also declared 2 January as Social Service Day.  

 • In the budget for the financial year 2017/18, the Government, under its various 

social security measures, allocated allowances for 1,150,000 destitute and 

deserted women and 3,500,000 elderly women, including widows and oppressed 

women. In addition, 500,000 women received a maternity allowance and 

825,000 disabled persons received a disability allowance.  

 • After officially recognizing transgender persons as a third gender in 2014, the 

Government took various measures for their rehabilitation in society. A special 

grant worth 110 million taka has been allocated for transgender persons in the 

financial year 2017/18, which ensures a monthly allowance to older transgender 

persons and a stipend to transgender students.  

 • Under the existing Labour Act of Bangladesh, the Labour Rules 2015 have been 

adopted to ensure the rights of workers, as well as maintain a decent work 

environment. To promote freedom of association, the Government has 

encouraged the formation of trade unions at all levels. Currently, 8,015 tr ade 

unions are active, among them 632 in the ready-made garment sector. 

 • Based on the Constitution and the rules of procedure of Parliament, a total of 39 

parliamentary standing committees have been put in place. In addition, full 

independence and autonomy have been granted to the State institutions to freely 

perform their designated functions. The National Human Rights Commission 

and the Anti-Corruption Commission have been strengthened in terms of size 

and capacity. 

 • There are 32 television channels, including 4 State-owned channels, and 22 FM 

radio and 17 community radio channels currently operating in Bangladesh. 

Moreover, at present, 2,800 newspapers are being published in Bangladesh. The 

country also allows free access to all international television channels. Access 

to information has been greatly enhanced through widespread and unhindered 

Internet outlets. 

 • Bangladesh, as an early achiever of the Millennium Development Goals, 

adopted necessary national policies and strategies for the realization  of the 

Sustainable Development Goals set in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development to ensure that no one is left behind.  

 • Bangladesh has made significant progress towards the economic emancipation 

of its people in terms of sustainable economic growth, an increase in per capita 

income, better food security, an enhanced disaster management capability and 

high achievements in social sectors, particularly in women’s empowerment and 

the health-care sector. For instance, the poverty rate has declined substantially 

(to 24.3 per cent from 31.5 per cent in 2010), the per capita income rose to 

$1,610 within a decade ($543 in financial year 2005/06), life expectancy 

increased to 71.6 years, 80 per cent of the population has been brought under 
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electricity coverage and 97.9 per cent under improved drinking water coverage 

and 73.5 per cent is provided with improved sanitation facilities.  

 • Bangladesh is a country with rich ethnic, religious and cultural diversity. The 

Government attaches special importance to the socioeconomic development of 

the ethnic minorities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and also regularly joins 

international forums to promote the rights of ethnic minorities all over the 

world. 

 • Bangladesh encourages the contribution of civil society and non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) to national socioeconomic development, as well as to the 

promotion and protection of human rights. Their activities range from health 

care to non-formal education, women’s empowerment and microcredit 

programmes. NGOs and community-based organizations contribute 

significantly to the protection of civil and political rights though various 

advocacy initiatives. Currently 3,075 (2,777 local and 298 international) NGOs 

registered with the NGO Affairs Bureau are working in Bangladesh. 

 • Trials of individuals accused of genocide, crimes against humanity and other 

international crimes committed during the war of liberation in 1971 by the 

International Crimes Tribunal have created a new era of justice for Bangladesh 

by shattering the culture of impunity that had kept the society crippled for 

decades. The Tribunal has disposed of 29 cases and the process has remained 

open, impartial and exhaustive in safeguarding the rights of the accused.  

 

  Contribution at the global level 
 

11. Bangladesh plays a constructive role in the international arena through the 

promotion of cooperation and dialogue, particularly at the United Nations. It strives 

to build consensus on important issues in different international forums. Some of its 

undertakings are as follows: 

 • Bangladesh attaches high importance to the activities of the Human Rights 

Council and cooperates regularly with the Council and its various mechanisms, 

including the treaty bodies, to uphold its commitments under the relevant 

international human rights instruments.  

 • In the Human Rights Council, Bangladesh is the main sponsor of the annual 

resolution on human rights and climate change. Bangladesh has contributed to 

the work of the Council by actively participating in informal consul tations on 

the resolutions and decisions of the Council.  

 • Bangladesh has provided the necessary support to the independent international 

fact-finding mission on Myanmar established pursuant to Council resolution 

34/22 by facilitating the visit of its members and associates to Bangladesh and 

providing access to the Rohingya camps.  

 • Bangladesh has remained engaged with OHCHR by responding favourably to 

its invitations to meetings. The Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary 

Affairs, accompanied by the State Minister for Foreign Affairs, held an 

interactive discussion with the High Commissioner in the latter ’s office on 

25 August 2017. In addition, the Government of Bangladesh has facilitated the 

visits of the OHCHR fact-finding mission in January 2017 and its rapid response 

mission in September 2017 to Rohingya camps.  

 • In the past three years Bangladesh has submitted the highest number of treaty-

body reports to the concerned committees, including the initial reports under the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in 2015, the International 

Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
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Members of Their Families in 2015, the Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities in 2017 and the International Covenant on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights in 2017. Bangladesh also submitted its eighth periodic 

report under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women in 2016 and its fifth periodic report under the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child in 2015. 

 • Bangladesh welcomed the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, 

Heiner Bielefeld, as he carried out a nine-day visit, in September 2015, to assess 

the state of freedom of religion or belief in the country. Bangladesh has also 

responded favourably to requests for meetings from the special procedures 

mechanism, such as the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, the 

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar and the 

Working Group on Enforced Disappearance.  

 • Bangladesh has hosted the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 

in Myanmar (2017, 2018), the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

on Sexual Violence in Conflict (2017), members of the independent 

international fact-finding mission on Myanmar (2017) and three investigative 

teams from OHCHR (2017), among others, to collect information and engage in 

advocacy for the protection of human rights of the Rohingya.  

 • Bangladesh is a leading contributor to United Nations peacekeeping. 

Peacekeepers from Bangladesh are working in difficul t circumstances in many 

post-conflict situations to protect the lives and human rights of peoples, 

particularly women and children. To further contribute to peacebuilding and 

sustaining peace, the Government has established the Bangladesh Peacebuilding 

Centre in Dhaka. Bangladesh has also made voluntary contributions to the 

Peacebuilding Fund. 

 • In line with its zero-tolerance policy on any kind of sexual violence or abuse, 

Bangladesh responded positively to the call of the Secretary-General to end 

sexual exploitation and abuse. The Prime Minister of Bangladesh joined the 

circle of leadership established by the Secretary General in this regard and has 

also made contributions to the Trust Fund in Support of Victims of Sexual 

Exploitation and Abuse. 

 • Bangladesh actively participates in the universal periodic review of States and 

provides recommendations on the promotion and protection of human rights in 

many parts of the world. 

 • The Government of Bangladesh maintains a zero-tolerance approach to 

terrorism and violent extremism. Bangladesh has partnered with the Global 

Community Engagement and Resilience Fund to engage community-based 

organizations and continues to remain a reliable partner of the United Nations 

in fighting terrorism and preventing violent extremism, globally, regionally and 

nationally, by addressing its root causes in order to strengthen human rights.  

 • Bangladesh considers international migration as an inevitable and essential 

factor in the development process and, as a signatory of the International 

Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families, actively promotes the rights of migrant workers and 

their families throughout the entire migration cycle. Bangladesh, as Chair of the 

Global Forum on Migration and Development, hosted the ninth summit of the 

Global Forum, from 10 to 12 December 2016, which, inter alia, discussed the 

human rights of migrants and the good governance of migration.  
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  Voluntary pledges and commitments 
 

12. Bangladesh makes the following pledges: 

At the domestic level, Bangladesh will: 

 • Continue to host the forcibly displaced Myanmar nationals until they return to 

their homeland in safety, security and dignity  

 • Continue to take initiatives to develop national policies and strategies aimed at 

the realization of fundamental rights and principles as enshrined in the 

Constitution, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the international 

human rights instruments to which it is a party  

 • Consider acceding to the remaining international and regional human rights 

instruments on the basis of consensus forged through national consultation 

processes, as appropriate 

 • Continue to enact and/or update, to the extent necessary, national legislation to 

implement the international human rights instruments to which it is a party  

 • Continue to cooperate and engage with OHCHR, as well as the special 

procedures mechanism of the Human Rights Council, with a view to further 

improving its human rights situation  

 • Sustain the trend of further strengthening and empowering the statutory and 

watchdog bodies, such as the National Human Rights Commission, the National 

Election Commission, the Anti-Corruption Commission, the Public Service 

Commission and the Information Commission  

 • Ensure effective parliamentary oversight, including through the parliamentary 

standing committees, and enhance the transparency and accountability of public 

accounts 

 • Continue to preserve the independence of the judiciary  

 • Continue to preserve freedom of the press and promote the constructive role of 

civil society and print, electronic and social media in the promotion of human 

rights at all levels 

 • Continue to provide capacity-building and training programmes in the field of 

human rights to law enforcement officials, judges, public prosecutors, lawyers, 

journalists, civil servants, parliamentarians and the media  

 • Continue its pro-people development agenda, with particular attention to 

women, children, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable sections  of the 

population, including through the continued application and innovation of 

home-grown concepts 

 • Continue to widen the coverage of the social safety net with enhanced allocation 

of resources with a view to achieving further economic empowerment and  social 

security of citizens 

 • Continue to promote and protect the rights of religious and ethnic minorities and 

work towards maintaining the traditional communal harmony by upholding the 

secular, pluralist and inclusive values of the State and society in  general 

 • Continue to strengthen efforts to promote and protect the rights of workers and 

progressively realize decent working conditions across all sectors of the 

economy 

 • Continue to take adequate social and developmental measures for promoting the 

education and well-being of women and girls, with a view to ending child marriage 
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 • Continue to strengthen its efforts to ensure the provision for the basic needs of 

its people, including for food, clothing, shelter, education, primary health care 

and access to water and sanitation, as a means to effectively ensure the 

enjoyment of all human rights 

 • Further strengthen the legal and policy framework for the elimination of 

violence as well as discrimination against women, children and vulnerable 

groups in society, including transgender persons  

 • Continue to take meaningful measures to prevent sexual exploitation and abuse 

and to ensure justice for the victims of such exploitation and abuse  

 • Promote the role of women, youth, teachers, local leaders and other stakeholders 

in society in preventing violent extremism and intolerance in order to ensure the 

enjoyment of constitutionally guaranteed fundamental freedoms  

At the international level, the Government of Bangladesh will: 

 • Continue to extend its support to the Human Rights Council in its work towards 

the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms in 

a fair and equal manner 

 • Strengthen its constructive engagement and cooperation with other members of 

the Human Rights Council to make it an efficient and effective body  

 • Engage constructively with all parties, on the basis of dialogue and cooperation, 

to resolve challenges to the full realization of all human rights and to prevent 

human rights violations throughout the world  

 • Continue to support the work of OHCHR in fulfilling its mandate  

 • Continue to support the United Nations agencies, programmes and funds that 

facilitate the promotion of human rights  

 • Promote the realization of the right to development as an inalienable right for 

all peoples and individuals, and support ongoing efforts to further develop the 

concept and its operationalization on the basis of practical applications  

 • Continue to combat climate change at the national and international levels in 

order to further enhance the interface between the human rights and the climate 

change communities 

 • Continue to promote a culture of peace, take collective measures against racism, 

xenophobia and Islamophobia and protect victims against such crimes  

 • Continue to promote and advocate for the rights and well-being of migrant 

workers throughout the entire migration cycle  

 • Continue to participate in the international discourse towards the formulation of 

global compacts on migration and refugees in order to develop a just and 

equitable global regime on human mobility  

 • Continue to work with the international community in creating awareness of 

genocide and crimes against humanity, promote collective action to prevent 

genocide and similar crimes anywhere and at any time  and support initiatives 

aimed at ensuring justice for the victims of genocide  

13. As a State party to almost all core international human rights instruments and 

one of the active players in the formulation of the international human rights agenda, 

Bangladesh presents its candidature for membership in the Human Rights Council for 

the term 2019–2021. 

 


