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 Junta boss Min Aung Hlaing led the 
implementation of repressive electoral 
amendments to ban parties that won over 90% of 
seats in 2020, jail critics, and ensure the victory of 
the military-controlled USDP.   

● Although the junta designed the polls to 
legitimize itself and appease China, the sham 
election deteriorated from a stage-managed 
process to overwhelming violence and fraud. 

● To ensure tight military control, voting was held 
in 3 phases - Phase 1 (28 Dec 2025), Phase 2 (11 
Jan 2026), and Phase 3 (25 Jan 2026). 

● During 20 Dec 2025 - 30 Jan 2026, there were 1,288 
armed clashes and attacks against civilians, 
which killed 281 civilians in 178 (out of 330) 
townships. The junta launched 308 airstrikes 
across 89 townships. 

● Meanwhile, 404 people were charged under the 
junta’s Election Protection Law, with 9 receiving 
lengthy jail sentences of up to 49 years. 

● The polls took place as the junta held nearly 
23,000 political prisoners - the highest number in 
SE Asia. The number of political prisoners 
continued to rise during and after the polls. 

● 67 townships and 4,000 wards and village tracts 
were excluded from the sham poll. An estimated 
10.5 million voters were excluded, while another 
11 million boycotted. In Chin State alone, less 
than 5% of voters participated.  

● Despite disinformation, intimidation, and threats, 
the junta’s USDP won on an abysmal voter 
turnout of 13.1 million votes, compared with 25.9 
million votes cast in the 2020 general election. 

● The junta’s intention to resume forced 
conscription and its regressive economic 
approach make economic recovery and conflict 
reduction almost impossible. 

● Meanwhile, the junta continues to supply Russia 
with bombs to be used in Ukraine, and colludes 
with Iran on sanction-busting, making it a greater 
threat to regional and international stability. 

This briefer provides a summarized overview 
of all 3 phases of the sham election. Overview 
of Phases 1 & 2: 

Phase 1 Overview           Phase 2 Overview 

More detailed summaries are available at: 

Digest covering 25 Dec – 27 Dec (noon)  

Digest covering 27 Dec – 28 Dec (noon)  

Digest covering 28 Dec – 29 Dec (noon)  

Digest covering 29 Dec – 30 Dec (noon) 

Digest covering 30 Dec – 5 Jan (noon)  

Digest covering   5 Jan – 11 Jan (noon) 

Digest covering 11 Jan – 12 Jan (noon)  

Digest covering 12 Jan – 14 Jan (noon)  

Digest covering 14 Jan - 21 Jan (noon) 

Digest covering 21 Jan – 25 Jan (noon)  

Digest covering 25 Jan – 26 Jan (noon)  

Digest covering 26 Jan– 28 Jan (noon)  

Sham election news since 2021: 

Sham election tracker. 
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The junta’s desperate gamble for legitimacy 

● The junta’s “election” was aimed to appease China 
and persuade the international community to 
restore economic and diplomatic relations. 

● Instead, it highlighted the junta’s limited control 
and international rejection of the regime.  

● Despite widespread threats, coercion, and 
disinformation to force people in military-
controlled areas to vote, the junta got only half the 
votes cast in the 2020 elections (which the junta 
overturned through its attempted coup).  

● Over 11 million voters boycotted the fraudulent 
process, while another 10.5 million in resistance 
areas were excluded.  

Burma/Myanmar’s military began a coup on 1 Feb 2021 to 

prevent the convening of parliament by MPs elected during 
the Nov 2020 election. Since then, the junta has embarked 

on unprecedented violence against civilians in a war to 

regain territory from the nationwide resistance and to crush 
the democracy movement. 

Five years on from the attempted coup, the regime finally 
carried out its long-promised “election.” Not surprisingly, 

this process turned out to be no more than a violent and 

fraudulent process.  

Lacking both de jure legitimacy - the regime’s coup 

d’etat violated its own military-drafted constitution - and 

de facto legitimacy - the junta controls less than 50% of 

Burma’s territory, the election was nothing but a ploy 

intended to restore foreign relations and appease China.  

The polls were led by junta boss Min Aung Hlaing, who 

desperately needed to shore up trust and some form of 

legitimacy. The regime’s allies were frustrated with its 

daily atrocity crimes, flailing economy, and incompetence. 
The sham election was promoted as “an exit strategy” – 

for the international community to feel hopeful for an end 

to conflict, and for the regime to justify that their crimes 
would lead to stability and to encourage a return to 

“business as usual.”  

This ploy failed. Widespread coercion, dragging residents to the polls, threats of conscription, jail time, and 

rejection of travel documents, all largely failed to boost the turnout. Burma’s residents defied the 

illegitimate polls with silent strikes and extensive boycotts, and demanded the international rejection of 

the regime’s fraudulent, violent, and incompetent “election.” 

The junta’s extreme violence (1,288 attacks including 308 airstrikes within the 6-week period around 

voting), malfunctioning voting machines, outright fraud, and arrests of civilians for allegedly “disrupting 
the election process” compelled international organizations to overwhelmingly condemn the polls.  
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Free & Fair? Think Forced & Flawed 

● Polls marred by overwhelming reports of 
malfunctioning voter machines, coercion, 
violence, and fraud - secures USDP “win.” 

● Only half the number of polling stations, 
and half the votes compared to 2020 G E. 

● 10.5 million voters (30+%) eligible voters 
excluded from polls, and another 11 
million (30+%) boycotted. Junta gains 
“election” mandate from just 13.1 million 
(38%) votes.   

The junta destroyed genuine political competition 
by dissolving or blocking parties that won over 

90% of seats in the 2020 general election, most 

notably, the National League of Democracy 
(NLD) and the Shan Nationalities League for 

Democracy (SNLD). The junta ensured its proxy, 

Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), 

could dominate by default.  

Even among the 34 parties that supported the 

military’s 2021 attempted coup, only 8 won seats. 
The junta forcibly dissolved 14 other parties 

before polls, while the remainder lost seats.1 The 

USDP captured the overwhelming majority of 
seats; many without contest, and some without a 

single voter, through fraud, coercion, electronic 

voting machine manipulation, and violence,  

Limited territorial control and public 

boycotts make process a “joke” 

The junta’s fake election failed even on its own 

terms. It managed to conduct polling in only 

39.86% of the country’s territory, excluding 67 
entire townships and an additional 4,000 village 

tracts and wards across 131 of the townships 

where limited polling was held.2  

Compared to the 2020 general election, the junta-

backed Union Election Commission (UEC) 

admitted they had almost halved the number of 
polling stations from 39,963 to just 21,517 

stations.3  

                                                   
1 Burma Associated Press (26 Jan 2026) စစ်တပ်က ို အာဏာသ မ််းဖ ို ို့ တ ိုက်တွန််းခဲို့တဲို့ပါတီတတွထဲက တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲမ ာ ၈ ပါတီ န ိုင်၊ ၁၂ ပါတီ ရ  ်း ပပီ်း 

၁၄ ပါတီ က ပယ်ဖျက်ခ ထာ  

2 DVB (28 Dec 2025) ၉ ပမ  ြို့နယ်ရ    ပ်ကွက်န ငို့် တကျ်း ွာအိုပ်စို ၁,၀၀၀ တကျာ်၌ တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲမလိုပ်န ိုင်ဟို တ ကညာ 

3  BBC Burmese (28 Dec 2025) စစ်တပ်တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲ - တစ်န ိုင်င လ ို်း မဲရ ိုတပါင််း န စ်တသာင််းတကျာ်ရ  တယ်လ ို ို့ဆ ို 

https://www.facebook.com/burmaassociatedpressnews/posts/pfbid022SGXA6rJH7grn7jaB43UHPekraptE137GevE8UHzbkzym2cYKz7YjXTTx7kR1D7Zl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZatlMQvknK47LOfeBKGPDpPQ_32wfpW17oOSEOsB2x4hz9Xf-Iv8xOE-KZMKRttm8cQHbn84_iwKIOOsw9aWzMfaU9htv6xXY88-nYDBDh1RPDN44vFoENw9bvj6x1nt7XQcn0kpuiZIoUmXxswwg7m3mDVcp0U8FSuZVKWqhdF9oTxRkA-1CIQr1I0yBVsACcAT2GprWYC56zQpU7OS7YA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/burmaassociatedpressnews/posts/pfbid022SGXA6rJH7grn7jaB43UHPekraptE137GevE8UHzbkzym2cYKz7YjXTTx7kR1D7Zl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZatlMQvknK47LOfeBKGPDpPQ_32wfpW17oOSEOsB2x4hz9Xf-Iv8xOE-KZMKRttm8cQHbn84_iwKIOOsw9aWzMfaU9htv6xXY88-nYDBDh1RPDN44vFoENw9bvj6x1nt7XQcn0kpuiZIoUmXxswwg7m3mDVcp0U8FSuZVKWqhdF9oTxRkA-1CIQr1I0yBVsACcAT2GprWYC56zQpU7OS7YA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/739299
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/clydw11wr47t?post=asset%3A8b463750-6089-4cfc-b0dd-51a7bfe67e9b#asset:8b463750-6089-4cfc-b0dd-51a7bfe67e9b
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A dismal voter turnout was reported across the majority 

of polling areas. Residents reported a record-low 
turnout in Yangon, and empty polling stations were 

seen across the region - a stark contrast to the queues of 

eager voters in 2020.4 In Thailand, where approximately 

6 million people from Burma reside, only about 250 

people voted.5 In Chin State, less than 5% of voter-aged 

residents cast a vote.6  

In Burma, there are an estimated 35 million eligible 

voters.7 However, the junta announced only 24.22 million 

eligible voters across the 263 townships it could hold polling in. Despite this, only 13.14 million people 

voted, many by force, revealing the fundamental illegitimacy of the process.8 An estimated 11.08 million 

eligible voters boycotted.  

Voter turnout was almost half of the 2020 general election turnout at 25.9 million. Following the 3 

phases, the UEC claimed a 55% voter turnout, considerably lower than the 2020 general election turnout 

which was 76%.9 Over 10.5 million citizens — 30% of the total eligible population (35 million) — were 

excluded from voting entirely.10 Thus, the sham election claimed a mandate from a mere 38% of the national 
electorate. 

Coercion & Fraud 

● The junta weaponized the vote through widespread coercion and threats, including door-to-
door intimidation, forced conscription, job termination, denial of essential documents, and 
physical dragging to polling stations, yet still faced mass boycott and dismal turnout. 

● It systematically used fraudulent advance ballots to manufacture USDP “victories.” 

● The regime enforced the sham process through violent repression, arrests, and forced voting, 
while openly promoting perpetrators of genocide. 

Where voting did occur, the junta turned the ballot into a weapon. Administrators, militias, and security 

forces forced people to vote under threat of arrest, door-to-door intimidation, forced conscription, 

rejection of travel documents, overseas travel bans, confiscation of border passes, job termination, fines, 
and denial of aid, compensation, or replacement land for homes destroyed by fire. 

Intimidation, violence, and fear fail to raise voter turnout  

The junta enforced voting through threats and intimidation. The regime ordered junta staff, soldiers’ 

families, and overseas staff to vote for the USDP and provide proof of voting.11 Junta officials also ordered 
factories and workshops to shut down, then forced factory managers to make workers vote, though many 

bravely refused.12 The USDP pressured IDPs who had been displaced by armed conflict to vote in 

                                                   
4 Mizzima (25 Jan 2026) Voter participation hits record low in Yangon as final phase of general election concludes  
5 Myanmar Now (28 Dec 2025) အတ ကာက်တ ာ်းတ ကာငို့် အချ  ြို့တတွ စစ်တပ်တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲတွင် မဲထညို့်ခဲို့ က သည် 

6 DVB (7 Jan 2026) စစ်တပ် တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲက ို ချင််းပပည်နယ်က ပပည်သ ူ၈၀  ာခ ိုင်န န််းတကျာ် မဲမတပ်း 

7 Union Election Commission (2024) ဆနဒမဲတပ်းမ အတပခအတန စစ်တဆ်းတတွြို့ ရ  ချက်မျာ်း 

8 Global New Light of Myanmar (25 Jan 2026) International Election Observers Welcomed, Briefed on Phase III General Election 
9 IFES (6 Feb 2026) Myanmar 
10 Union Election Commission (2024) ဆနဒမဲတပ်းမ အတပခအတန စစ်တဆ်းတတွြို့ ရ  ချက်မျာ်း 

11 DVB (28 Dec 2025) ဝနထ်မ််းမျာ်းမဲတပ်းပပီ်းတ ကာင််း အတထာက်အထာ်း တင်ပပ န ်စစ်တကာင်စီ အကျပ်က ိုင် 

12 DVB (25 Jan 2026) စစ်တကာင်စီ အလိုပ်သမာ်းဝနက်ကီ်း အလိုပ်သမာ်းမျာ်းထ မ  မဲ  န ်ခက်ခဲ 

ALTSEAN-Burma calculated that the 
regime’s “nationwide election” excluded 
about 10.5 million voters, or 30% of all 
eligible voters, from voting. This included 
over 4 million from the 67 excluded 
townships and over 6.4 million in excluded 
village tracts and wards in 131 included 
townships.  
Calculations: https://tinyurl.com/yz7a4xm3 

https://eng.mizzima.com/2026/01/25/30608
https://myanmar-now.org/mm/news/70770/
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/740739?fbclid=IwY2xjawPMXatleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE0VFVlSDdJcTBtNnNCbm5tc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHm3_N8Jiyyxd9K4V6RA2HjPodZr2g8CAFM3H3NycnP6NTPDwLPf7u2qNZG2c_aem_QCRfNJ7qbGE9oHIpfteiQA
https://2020election.uec.gov.mm/56?lang=mm
https://2020election.uec.gov.mm/56?lang=mm
https://www.gnlm.com.mm/international-election-observers-welcomed-briefed-on-phase-iii-general-election/
https://www.electionguide.org/countries/id/148/
https://2020election.uec.gov.mm/56?lang=mm
https://2020election.uec.gov.mm/56?lang=mm
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/739287
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743312
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exchange for food or compensation for lost land.13 Polling stations were placed inside military 

compounds, and junta soldiers guarded them with armed personnel, instilling fear in voters.14  

In the days leading up to polling and on voting days, the junta increased security patrols, deployed police 

vehicles, summoned residents by phone, and used loudspeakers to order people to vote. In Mandalay 
Region, the junta violently forced locals to vote in Phase 3 polls, including by physically dragging 

individuals from their homes to polling stations. Families with conscription-aged members reported voting 

solely out of fear that refusal would lead to forced recruitment.15 Administrative chaos enabled further 

fraud. One voter in Chanmyathazi Township (Mandalay Region) was forced to vote twice in separate 
townships for phases 2 and 3.16 

Even under these coercive tactics, voter turnout remained very low nationwide, with only 13.1 million 

of 24.2 million eligible voters included in the sham polls (compared to 29.5 million who voted in 2020). 

Empty polling stations and early closures were reported, including in Yangon Region. Despite fear, people 

largely boycotted the sham election, demonstrating a clear rejection of the regime, its fake parliament, 

and the illegitimate institutions produced by this process. 

Advanced Voting manipulation overrides the election rejection 

In the 2010 sham election, the junta’s USDP was accused of manipulating advance votes to secure seats. 

During the 2025 sham polling period, advanced voting once again became the regime’s primary tool to 

reverse results it did not like.17 In early Jan 2026, the Shan and Nationalities Democratic Party (SNDP), 
Myanmar Farmers Development Party (MFDP), and People’s Party (PP) - 3 of the 6 nationally contesting 

parties - complained to the UEC that “excessively high” numbers of advance votes had altered results 

across several constituencies.18 It appeared the military and the USDP was up to its old tricks.  

Despite Burma’s election laws, which stipulate that only certain groups of people can vote in advance, 19 

regime troops and police sealed off village entrances and went door-to-door across Thegon and Waw 

townships (Bago Region) and forced residents to vote in advance. The regime ditched the electronic 

voting machines and explicitly instructed 1 person from each house to tick USDP on a paper ballot 
on behalf of every person in the household, then collected the forged votes in plastic rubbish bags.20  

In Yangon’s highly populated Insein Township, at least 240 advance votes arrived without the attached 

voter lists and were counted despite objections by contesting parties.21 Residents across multiple Yangon 

townships reported that local administrators had pre-filled advance ballots for “guest list” residents who 
never voted. Authorities claimed these individuals were exempt from voting, yet their ballots were counted 

automatically.22 

                                                   
13 DVB (26 Dec 2025) ဘာ်းအ တွင် စစ်တရ ာင်မျာ်းက ို မဲတပ်းမ  တထာက်ပ ို့တ က်း မည်ဟို  က ို့ခ ိုင်တ ်းပါတီက ဖ အာ်းတပ်း 

14 Mizzima (28 Dec 2025) သ တတာင်ကကီ်းတွင် စစ်တကာ်မရ င်တပ်န ငို့် မ သာ်းစိုမျာ်းသာ မဲတပ်းခွငို့် ၊ အ ပ်သာ်းမျာ်း ချန်လ ပ်ခ   

15 Irrawaddy (27 Jan 2026) Mandalay Residents ‘Pressured to Vote’ in Myanmar Junta’s Election 
16 Irrawaddy (27 Jan 2026) Mandalay Residents ‘Pressured to Vote’ in Myanmar Junta’s Election 
17 Irrawaddy (6 Jan 2026) Same Old Playbook? USDP Accused of Repeating 2010 Advance-Vote Cheating 
18 Irrawaddy (6 Jan 2026) Same Old Playbook? USDP Accused of Repeating 2010 Advance-Vote Cheating; DVB (24 Jan 2026) 

တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲ အပ ိုင််း ၃ ကျင််းပမညို့်ပမ  ြို့နယ်မျာ်း၌ လ ိုပခ  တ ်းတင််းကျပ် 

19 Mizzima (23 Jan 2026) ပဲခူ်းရ   လ ိုပခ  တ ်းစ ို်း  မ်သညို့် တန ာအချ  ြို့တွင် တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲတန ို့မတ ိုင်ခင် မဲရ ိုဖွငို့်ပပီ်း မဲကက  တပ်းခ ိုင််း 

20 DVB (23 Jan 2026) တဝါပမ  ြို့နယ်၌ စစ်တပ်က  က ို့ခ ိုင်တ ်းပါတီအတွက် မဲစာ ွက်တပေါ် အမ နပ်ခစ်ခ ိုင််းပပီ်း မဲမသမာမ လိုပ်; Mizzima (23 Jan 2026) 

ပဲခူ်းရ   လ ိုပခ  တ ်းစ ို်း  မ်သညို့် တန ာအချ  ြို့တွင် တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲတန ို့မတ ိုင်ခင် မဲရ ိုဖွငို့်ပပီ်း မဲကက  တပ်းခ ိုင််း 

21 DVB (12 Jan 2026) စစ်တခါင််းတဆာင် လာတ ာက်ခဲို့သညို့် အင််းစ န်ပမ  ြို့နယ်၌ ကက  တင်မဲ မသမာမ ပဖစ် 

22 DVB (13 Jan 2026) ဧညို့်စာ င််းပဖငို့်တနထ ိုင်သူမျာ်း က ိုယ်တ ိုင် မဲမထညို့် ဘဲ အလ ိုအတလျာက် ကက  တင်မဲ ထညို့်ပပီ်းသာ်းပဖစ်တန 

https://burmese.dvb.no/post/739015
https://bur.mizzima.com/2025/12/28/77159
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/politics/mandalay-residents-pressured-to-vote-in-myanmar-juntas-election.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/politics/mandalay-residents-pressured-to-vote-in-myanmar-juntas-election.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/same-old-playbook-usdp-accused-of-repeating-2010-advance-vote-cheating.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/same-old-playbook-usdp-accused-of-repeating-2010-advance-vote-cheating.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/same-old-playbook-usdp-accused-of-repeating-2010-advance-vote-cheating.html
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743050
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743050
https://bur.mizzima.com/2026/01/23/79494
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/742921
https://bur.mizzima.com/2026/01/23/79494
https://bur.mizzima.com/2026/01/23/79494
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/741415
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/741541?fbclid=IwY2xjawPUG41leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFuQVMxSk5McDFRNEhMVW93c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHgUd0sje1G6DyeH_anZ-FYARgMrxIzjrkiQzYUpDMOSZM06AA6caH2nX0O5V_aem_g2mf70Ufi7JHfjsuGDBCXA
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Across dozens of townships, USDP candidates lost in-person voting but “won” after the sudden 

appearance of inflated advance ballots. In Shan State alone, the SNDP lost its stronghold of Mongpan 
Township—which it had held since 2010—to the USDP, after an influx of nearly 2,000 advance votes 

overturned the machine results.  

In Madaya (Mandalay Region), Mongyawng, and Tangyan townships (Shan State), the late arrival of 

advance votes from junta troops and police twisted the results in favor of the USDP. The SNDP added that 

there was no transparency or consistency in the advance voting process, leading to concerns of fraud.23  

Additionally, the junta manipulated and favored USDP through its rigged voting machines. A PP 

candidate for Kawhmu Township (Yangon Region) reported that a Myanmar Electronic Voting Machine 

(MEVM) in his constituency registered votes for a “major party” (implied USDP) 6 out of 12 times, 

regardless of the button pressed. Also, in Kungyangon Township (Yangon Region), the specific button 

for the PP was broken, and officials admitted the problem only after a voter pointed it out.24  

USDP buys Rohingya votes with citizenship promise; “diversity” party makes genocide policy 

During the campaign, the junta-proxy USDP reportedly bribed Rohingya with cash and ID cards for 

votes. The persecuted Rohingya have previously had their citizenship and national rights illegally stripped 
from them, making the buying of votes with ID promises an even more distorted form of exploitation.25  

Its ultra-nationalist ally, the ironically-named Peace and Diversity Party, officially adopted genocide as 

policy, vowing to continue genocidal atrocities against Rohingya.26 Most perversely, the USDP fielded 

former LID 33 commander, Lt. Gen. Aung Aung, notorious for his role in carrying out the 2017 Rohingya 

genocide, for the Pyithu Hluttaw seat in Taunggyi Constituency (S. Shan State).27 Although defeated, his 
candidacy proved that the regime continued to promote perpetrators over accountability and rejected 

vetting, lustration, and any plan of non-recurrence.   

Silencing election dissent through violence and arrests  

The junta enacted and weaponized the so-called Election Protection Law to criminalize criticism and 

opposition. During Sep 2025-19 Jan 2026, the junta charged at least 404 civilians for alleged “election 
interference.”28 On 20 Sep, the junta sentenced 2 young men each to 49 years in prison and a 19-year-

old woman to 42 years, for putting up anti-election posters in Yangon.29 The junta arrested civilians for 

protesting, refusing to vote, or criticizing the process online. Even “liking” a critical social media post was 
enough to be charged under the illegal law.  

Throughout all phases, the junta imposed internet and telecommunications blackouts and jammers in 
polling areas to restrict information flow and accountability.30 The junta and its notorious Pyu Saw Htee 

militiamen obstructed and harassed national and international reporters, blocked filming, and forced 

                                                   
23 DVB (12 Jan 2026) ကျာ်းပဖြူပါတီ မဲတပ်းစက်တွင် န ိုင်ပပီ်း ကက  တင်မဲတွင် ရ  ်းန မို့်ဟို ပါတီဥကက ဋ္ဌတပပာ 

24 BBC Burmese (12 Jan 2026) တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲအပ ိုင််း ၂ အလဲွတတွနဲ ို့ ပတ်သက်လ ို ို့ PPP နဲ ို့ ပပည်သူ ို့ပါတီ ဘာတပပာလဲ 

25 DVB (30 Dec 2025) တ ါက်တာတအ်းတမာင် န ငို့် ဦ်းဘရ  န ်တ ို ို့ မဲရ  ်း; DMG (19 Dec 2025) စစ်တတွတွင် မွတ်ဆလင်မျာ်းထ မ  စစ်တကာင်စီ ဝန်ထမ််းမျာ်း 

တငညှွစ်တန 

26 Myanmar Now (19 Jan 2026) Myanmar nationalist stands by calls to kill Rohingya during genocide hearings  
27 Myanmar Now (2 Jan 2026) Myanmar general linked to Rohingya atrocities loses bid for election  
28 DVB (21 Jan 2026) စစ်တပ်၏တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲက ို ဆန ို့်ကျင်တဝဖနမ် ပဖငို့် ဖမ််းဆီ်းခ  သူ ၄၀၀ တကျာ်ရ  လာ 

29 AAPP (2 Feb 2026) What's happening in Myanmar 
30 Myanmar Internet Project (29 Jan 2026) Digital Repression During the Three Phases of the Sham Election 

https://burmese.dvb.no/post/741411
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/cn0yggerq5rt?post=asset%3A2d77d8bb-f6d8-42e2-a13e-8eece4dd4fc5#asset:2d77d8bb-f6d8-42e2-a13e-8eece4dd4fc5
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/739560?fbclid=IwVERTSAPAKE9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAwzNTA2ODU1MzE3MjgAAR7Z2mhjbs-liwujOO7juKxox307c90RfajOEF46p44iZ26l8F3KqrFCWoMMoA_aem_qlmwE1vCbbBvNZvxXds-cg
https://www.dmgburmese.com/%E1%80%9E%E1%80%90%E1%80%84%E1%80%BA%E1%80%B8/sitacdmgmul.html
https://www.dmgburmese.com/%E1%80%9E%E1%80%90%E1%80%84%E1%80%BA%E1%80%B8/sitacdmgmul.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-nationalist-stands-by-calls-to-kill-rohingya-during-genocide-hearings/
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-general-linked-to-rohingya-atrocities-loses-bid-for-election/
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/742625
https://coup.aappb.org/data-explorer
https://www.myanmarinternet.info/post/sham_election_2025-1
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independent media to operate under constant fear.31 In Mandalay city, junta security personnel harassed 

foreign journalists covering the sham election and prevented them from filming.32 

The junta also targeted its own allies. Security forces raided and placed People’s Pioneer Party (PPP) chair 

Thet Thet Khine, a former junta minister, under house arrest after she criticized the lack of a level playing 
field. The UEC threatened to deregister her party and arrested her and a PPP central executive 

committee member for a “secret” meeting with “individuals from an embassy.”33 Other parties that raised 

complaints about fraud faced intimidation or legal threats, while the UEC openly warned that criticizing 

the USDP was a crime.34 On Jan 8, People’s Party candidate Lwin Myint was sentenced to one year’s jail 
with hard labor for using the words “revolution” and “uprising” on social media.35 

As the UN Special Rapporteur on Burma, Tom Andrews, 
stated, this election deepens the crisis and will only 

entrench junta rule.36 It strips millions of their political 

rights, turns daily survival into a tool of coercion, 
expands surveillance and future conscription risks, and 

slams shut any peaceful path to change. The junta has not 

earned legitimacy through this process; it has exposed its 

fear of the people.  

Sham Election Outcomes 

● Junta-proxy UDSP secures unsurprising “win.” 

● Inclusive of military quota, junta/USDP control 
91% of seats in Pyithu Hluttaw (Lower House) 
and 77% in Amyotha Hluttaw (Upper House). 

● Of the 13 uncontested seats seized by the USDP, 
11 seats (87%) were won by the NLD in 2020. 

Having dissolved parties that won over 90% of seats in 

the 2020 general election, the junta was able to ensure that 

their proxy USDP won almost all seats in both Pyithu 

Hluttaw (Lower House/House of Representatives) and 
Amyotha Hluttaw (Upper House/House of Nationalities) 

that form Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Union Parliament).  

In the scam election, USDP secured 13 uncontested seats 

in the Pyithu Hluttaw and 13 uncontested seats in State 

and Regional Hluttaws. Out of 13 seats that USDP seized 
in Pyithu Hluttaw uncontested, 87% or 11 seats were 

won by the NLD in the 2020 general election.37 For 

                                                   
31 DVB (25 Jan 2026) လ  င်သာယာ တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲ၌ သတင််းသမာ်းမျာ်းက ို ပျြူတစာထီ်းက တစာငို့် ကညို့ ်သတင််းယူခွငို့် တာ်းပမစ် 

32 DVB (25 Jan 2026) တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲအပ ိုင််း ၃  ကညို့်ရ  န ်စစ်တခါင််းတဆာင် မနတတလ်းတ ာက်တနသပဖငို့် လ ိုပခ  တ ်းတင််းကျပ် 

33 Irrawaddy (17 Dec 2025) တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲ “တ ာ်းမျှတမ ” ဝင်ပပ  င်မယို့်ပါတီတတွပါ တမ်းခွန််းထိုတ်လာ; Myanmar Now (15 Jan 2026) Former 

junta minister faces legal threat after alleged unauthorised meeting with diplomats  
34 DVB (6 Jan 2026) ပပ  င်ဘက်ပါတီက ို ပိုတ်ခတ်မဲဆွယ်ပါက ပပစ်မ တပမာက်ဟို UEC ဥကက ဋ္ဌ ပခ မ််းတပခာက် 

35 Eleven (9 Jan 2026) People’s Party Candidate sentenced to one year in prison over campaign language 
36 DVB (9 Jan 2026) စစ်ယတကာင်စ ၏ယ  ််််းယတကာက် ်ွ်ဲတတ ာ််းမဝင်ဟ ိုက ိုလယပ တ််ာ 

37 UEC (1 Feb 2021) ပပည်သူ ို့လွှတ်တတာ်က ိုယ်စာ်းလ ယ်တလာင််း တစ်ဦ်းချင််းစီ၏ ဆနဒမဲ ရ  မ အတပခအတန (၂၀၂၀ ပပညို့်န စ်၊ အတထွတထွတ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲ) 

https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743284
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743161
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2025/12/17/409164.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/former-junta-minister-faces-legal-threat-after-alleged-unauthorised-meeting-with-diplomats/
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/former-junta-minister-faces-legal-threat-after-alleged-unauthorised-meeting-with-diplomats/
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/740427
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/peoples-party-candidate-sentenced-to-one-year-in-prison-over-campaign-language
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/740966
https://web.archive.org/web/20210201042254/https:/uecdata.s3.ap-southeast-1.amazonaws.com/2020%20Election%20Result%20%28%20Percentage%20%29/1.%20Pyithu%20Result%20%28%20Percentage%20%29/Pyithu%20Each%20Candidate%20Result.pdf
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more comparative analysis, refer to the 2020 Election 

Result and 2025 Sham Poll Comparison for Uncontested 
Constituencies. 

In the Pyithu Hluttaw, the junta-proxy USDP seized 
231 out of 263 seats. Combined with the 110 

“constitutional quota” military seats, the junta now 

controls 340 of 373 seats, which is 91.42% of all seats 

(sham election + military quota) in Pyithu Hluttaw. 
Another junta proxy, the National Unity Party (NUP), 

was also granted 4 seats. The ethnic parties won spare 

seats in their states: 7 seats by SNDP, 5 seats by the Pa-
O National Organization (PNO), 5 seats by the Mon Unity Party (MUP), 4 seats by the Naga National Party, 

6 seats in total by 6 other parties, and 1 independent candidate. 

In the Amyotha Hluttaw, the junta-proxy USDP seized 108 out of 157 seats. Combined with the 56 

“constitutional quota” military seats, the junta now controls 164 of 213 seats, which is 77.00% of all seats 

(sham election + military quota) in Amyotha Hluttaw.  

Thanks to the Proportional Representation system (PR system) imposed by the junta, another junta proxy, 

NUP, was also granted 17 seats, while PP occupied 6 seats. The ethnic parties won spare seats in their 

states: 5 seats by MUP, 3 seats each by Arakan Front Party (AFP), Kayin National Democratic Party 
(KNDP), and Zomi National Party (ZNP), 2 seats by PNO, and 1 seat each by 11 ethnic parties.  

Parties that billed themselves as “pro-democracy,” such as Ko Ko Gyi’s PP and Thet Thet Khine’s PPP, 
hoped to benefit from the vacuum caused by the NLD and SNLD’s exclusion. However, they gained no 

seats in Pyithu Hluttaw. However, in Amyotha 

Hluttaw, PP was granted 6 seats from the PR system, 

despite not winning in any of the First-Past-The-Post 
(FPTP) constituencies.  

For full results: view our Sham Election Results Table.  

Worsening Conflict  

● Conflict continued to increase unabated in the 
lead-up to, and during, the sham polls.  

● The regime increased airstrikes, from 91 in 
2021 to 2,898 in 2025, to reach civilian targets 
in resistance-controlled territory.  

● Since 2021, 62,596 armed clashes and attacks 
on civilians have killed almost 17,000 civilians 
in 327 townships (99% of Burma’s territory). 

The conflict in Burma is still increasing after the 

attempted coup amid the junta’s sham election. 

ACLED conflict figures clearly show that armed 
clashes and attacks against civilians continue to 

increase.  

Seats Grabbed 
Pyithu Hluttaw 
(Lower House) 

Amyotha 
Hluttaw (Upper) 

USDP 231 108 

Others 32 49 

Military Quota 110 56 

Total seats 373 213 

USDP +  
Military Quota 

341 164 

Percentage 
Seized 

91.42% 77.00% 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ocNAjtKlrU3dBfSoRDM_YVp62649jRnqjupprwJheRU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ocNAjtKlrU3dBfSoRDM_YVp62649jRnqjupprwJheRU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ocNAjtKlrU3dBfSoRDM_YVp62649jRnqjupprwJheRU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m9Qlu-pTZ_iPZuSbhr2Tol-yOLiQBVouF71v8bee9cQ/edit?usp=sharing
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During 1 Feb 2021 - 30 Jan 2026, there were 62,596 armed clashes and attacks against civilians, which 

killed 16,874 civilians in 327 townships.38 This means that conflict has reached 99% of Burma (327 out 
of 330 townships) since 2021. In 2025 alone, there were 11,763 armed clashes and attacks against 

civilians, which killed 3,397 civilians. 39 

While the conflict figures remain high, the junta has intensified aerial attacks using aircraft, jet fighters, 

gyrocopters, paramotors, surveillance drones, and suicide drones.  

During 1 Feb 2021 - 30 Jan 2026, the junta launched 6,433 airstrikes in 190 townships, i.e. in 57% of the 
330 townships of Burma. Since 2021, the junta has dramatically increased its number of airstrikes, killing 

more civilians every year.40  

Attacks and Airstrikes during the Sham Election 

● Junta violence increased from election Phase 1 - Phase 3, the number of airstrikes worsened 
from phase to phase, and killed increasing numbers of civilians. 

● The increased violence and plans for more forced conscription are serious indicators that 
conflict will not ease in 2026. 

● During the 6 weeks of the sham election period (20 Dec ‘25 - 30 Jan ‘26), 1,288 attacks, including 
308 airstrikes, killed 281 civilians.  

● There was no significant reduction of violence despite the election. During the same period a 
year prior (20 Dec 2024 - 30 Jan 2025), the junta launched 220 airstrikes (i.e. nearly 30% less). 

There were 1,384 armed clashes and attacks against civilians, which killed 351 civilians.41 

Throughout the 3 phases of the sham election, the junta executed a systematic campaign of terror to 

secure polling territory and coerce voter participation. The junta’s strategy relied heavily on aerial attacks 

to compensate for a lack of ground control, with targeted airstrikes on civilian infrastructure, mass arson, 
and the deliberate displacement of rural populations in resistance-controlled areas.  

Phase 1 of the sham election was marked by immediate violence to clear areas for polling. During 20 Dec 

2025 - 2 Jan 2026 (Phase 1 voting day on 28 Dec), there were 425 armed clashes and attacks, including 
84 airstrikes, which killed 84 civilians across 121 townships. Voting was carried out in 102 townships.42 

On 27 Dec, in Khin-U Township (Sagaing Region), junta air forces massacred 9 civilians and injured 10 

others in a targeted bombing of a truck rest stop immediately following drone reconnaissance.43 On 30 
Dec, in Arakan State’s Thandwe Township, a junta airstrike on a house in Ngapali town killed 9 civilians, 

including children, and injured at least 10 others.44 

During 3 - 16 Jan 2026 (Phase 2 voting day on 11 Jan), violence escalated with 475 attacks on civilians 

across 125 townships. Only 100 townships were included in Phase 2 polling. The junta launched 109 

airstrikes, 30% more than in Phase 1, and killed 80 civilians. On 8 Jan alone, in Wetlet and Wuntho 

townships (Sagaing Region), the junta dropped 60 bombs, destroying homes and infrastructure in 
resistance-controlled villages.45 On 15 Jan, in Natogyi Township (Mandalay Region), 2 junta fighter jets 

                                                   
38 ACLED (04 Feb 2026) Data Accessed 04 Feb 2026 
39 ACLED (04 Feb 2026) Data Accessed 04 Feb 2026 
40 ACLED (04 Feb 2026) Data Accessed 04 Feb 2026 
41 ACLED (04 Feb 2026) Data Accessed 04 Feb 2026 
42 ACLED (04 Feb 2026) Data Accessed 04 Feb 2026  
43 Myanmar Now (28 Dec 2025) ခင်ဦ်းပမ  ြို့နယ်တွင် စာ်းတသာက်ဆ ိုင်တန််း ဗ ို်းကကဲ၊ပစ်ခတ်ခ  ပပီ်း ၉ ဦ်းတသ 

44 BBC Burmese (30 Dec 2025) AA ထ န််းချ ပ် သ တဲွ၊ ငပလီပမ  ြို့တပေါ် တလthe တ ကာင််းတ ိုက်ခ  မ  ၉ ဦ်းထက်မနည််း တသဆ ို်း 

45 DVB (9 Jan 2026) ဝက်လက်န ငို့် ဝန််းသ ိုပမ  ြို့နယ်တ ို ို့က ို စစ်တပ်က ဗ ို်းအလ ို်း ၆၀ န်ီးပါ်းကကဲချ၊ လူတနအ မ်မျာ်းမီ်းတလာင် 

https://myanmar-now.org/mm/news/70737/
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/c7414rz99kzt?fbclid=IwY2xjawPATitleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFOT3FNY3B5Y0VGaTlMTDJHc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjLDO3uHy24qio--iCsDVRQFn3-AiytOPutVmGJzU3p3p4IdW9b2oZx_3DPK_aem_5pBT_6lGIhLXRsZ58hGtqg&post=asset%3Abe029e68-3419-4736-a1f5-bb72d1ad5b03#asset:be029e68-3419-4736-a1f5-bb72d1ad5b03
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/740945


 

10 

bombed a Football for Friendship match, killed at least 4 people and injured around 30 others.46 The 

junta had been unable to hold polling in neither Wetlet nor Natogyi township, indicating that the regime 
targeted civilians to force terrorized residents to flee to junta-controlled areas. 

The final phase of the sham election, covering 17 - 30 Jan 2026, saw a 46% increase in civilian fatalities 

as the regime punished people outside of voting areas. The regime conducted 155 airstrikes, almost 

doubling the 84 airstrikes during Phase 1. On 22 Jan alone, the regime committed 2 massacres. In 

Bhamo Township (Kachin State), the junta conducted airstrikes on residents preparing for a funeral 

ceremony, killed 21 civilians and injured 28 others.47 Bhamo was included in Phase 3 polling. On the same 
day, in Aunglan Township (Magway Region), junta airstrikes on a wedding reception killed at least 5 

civilians.48 Aunglan had already voted during Phase 1 of the sham polls. These incidents clearly showed 

the junta’s intention to cause mass civilian fatalities. 

Throughout its so-called “election”, the regime waged a targeted, violent, and deadly campaign against the 

civilians of Burma. With such incriminating evidence of its escalating crimes, there is no chance the 

regime intends to reduce or de-escalate violence in the post-polling period.  

Resistance to the sham polls 

● Resistance across Burma, both peaceful and armed, strongly rejected the sham polls. 

● From mass street protests, boycotts, and prison hunger strikes to lone defiance, the people 
resisted. 

● Resistance forces disrupted polling activity nationwide, including targeting junta boss Min 
Aung Hlaing. 

Across all 3 phases of the junta’s sham election, resistance continued despite violence and crackdowns. 
During the lead-up to, and during each voting phase, the people of Burma, resistance groups, the NLD and 

other pro-democracy parties, and international stakeholders rejected the sham election through boycotts, 

protests, and direct disruption of election preparations.  

On 28 Dec (Phase 1 voting day), in Hpa-An, Hpapun, and Thaton townships (Karen and Mon states), around 

7,500 locals marched to protest the sham election.49 On the same day, political prisoners in Thayarwaddy, 

Paungde, and Pyay prisons (Bago Region) launched hunger strikes and silent protests to oppose the 
polls.50 On 11 Jan 2026, in Kyauktada Township (Yangon Region), a brave, lone protester, 21-year-old Min 

                                                   
46 DVB (17 Jan 2026) နာွ်းထ ို်းကကီ်းက ချစ် ကည်တ ်းတဘာလ ို်းပွဲက ို စစ်တပ်ဗ ို်းကကဲ၊ ၄ ဦ်းတသပပီ်း အမျာ်းအပပာ်း  ဏ် ာ  

47 BBC (23 Jan 2026) ဗန််းတမာ်-တကာင်ဂျာထီ်းလင််း ွာ တလတ ကာင််းဗ ို်းကကဲမ  အတယာက် ၂၀ တကျာ်တသဆ ို်း 

48 DVB (23 Jan 2026) တအာင်လ ပမ  ြို့နယ်၌ မဂဂလာတဆာင်မဏ္ဍပ်က ို စစ်တပ်ဗ ို်းကကဲ၊ ၅ ဦ်းထက်မနည််းတသဆ ို်းပပီ်း အမျာ်းအပပာ်း ဏ ်ာ  

49 People's Spring via Facebook (29 Dec 2025) https://tinyurl.com/yurd9c7,w 
50 DVB (28 Dec 2025) ပဲခူ်းတ ိုင််း အကျဉ်းတထာင် ၃ ခို၌ န ိုင်င တ ်းအကျဉ်းသာ်းမျာ်းက တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲက ို ကန ို့ကွ်က် ဆနဒပပ 

 
Armed clashes & 

attacks on civilians 
Airstrikes Civilian Fatalities 

No. Townships 
Affected 

20 Dec 2025 - 2 Jan 2026 
(Phase 1 Vote: 28 Dec) 

425 84 84 122 

3 Jan 2026 - 16 Jan 2026 
(Phase 2 Vote: 11 Jan) 

475 109 80 125 

17 Jan 2026 - 30 Jan 2026 
(Phase 3 Vote: 25 Jan) 

388 155 117 102 

Total 1,288 308 281 N/A 

https://burmese.dvb.no/post/742140
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/ckgkkp6vmk0t?fbclid=IwY2xjawPfySBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUUmk3VWxFcElvYVFVVXZyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsGwtwjb0HneOmxiwj0hdORDZS-XhyLHUURU8k7qbqaAKjrczcZHRi1bNCCV_aem_MstsHVbrl5o9E08Ra3VbtQ
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/742909?fbclid=IwY2xjawPf0xNleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGUzRUMk1wUHNyZ3FnNWNSc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq18bLaIbc2cWaBcd7lWdDoimIsXs-L3hrzvaoTFOnpL53XN7EGfb8f-H1Db_aem_6WRRUq82fNaNEJfo3rb7Gg
https://www.facebook.com/LuduNwayOo/posts/pfbid02aZbVUKUG49LjxvLkBw7nYtdH49zYvnKjH15z8fEtfd7MzsePPJUyRVPMhi8DLzowl
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/739377
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Htet, raised a sign reading “Reject the Illegal Election” outside Yangon City Hall during the junta boss’s 

visit to “inspect” polling stations. Junta forces swiftly arrested him.51 

Beyond peaceful protests, resistance groups attacked polling stations and pro-junta party offices before 

polls opened in every phase of the sham election. During 25 Dec 2025 - 30 Jan 2026, there were at least 23 

resistance attacks on sham polling infrastructure, including polling stations, UEC convoys, and junta allied 

party offices.  

On 6 Jan, in Myothit Township (Magway Region), the Naypyidaw People’s Defence Force (PDF) 
ambushed a convoy carrying a top junta UEC official and killed his assistant, a township police chief, and 

several officers. An election official admitted that the attack had sparked panic within the regime’s election 

commission.52 Shortly after, in Htantabin Township (Bago Region), a resistance group conducted drone 
strikes on a junta office and killed a UEC assistant director.53  

On 27 Jan, in Aungmyaythazan Township (Mandalay Region), joint resistance forces launched a 
coordinated rocket attack on the Central Regional Military Command (RMC) targeting coup leader 

Min Aung Hlaing. Min Aung Hlaing was staying at the RMC while reportedly performing a superstitious 

ritual after scrutinizing the polls. It is unknown if there were any casualties.54 

International Response 

● The international community overwhelmingly rejects the election - Japan calls it “eyewash”, 
some dismiss it as a “joke.” 

● ASEAN finally commits to reject the results, and keep the junta at arm's length. 

● Regime ambiguous on election observers; India publicly denies attendance.  

The Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) concluded that the “deeply flawed” process failed to 
meet even the “minimum requirements for democratic participation or credible electoral processes.” 

ANFREL joined other international bodies, organizations, and states, including the UN, the EU, FIDH, 

Human Rights Watch, Japan, and New Zealand, to demand that the international community reject the 

illegitimate election. The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M) stated that the people of Burma 
had overwhelmingly rejected the sham polls and described the first phase as a “joke.”55 Notably, Japan 

publicly dismissed the fraudulent process as “eyewash.” Japan had previously bent over backwards to 

support the junta’s sham election narrative.
56

 

                                                   
51 New Day Myanmar (12 Jan 2026) ပမ  ြို့တတာ်ခန််းမတရ ြို့ မ ာ တက ိုယ်တတာ်ဆနဒပပသညို့် လူငယ်တဦ်းဖမ််းဆီ်းခ   

52 Myanmar Now (7 Jan 2026) Myanmar election official escapes ambush near Naypyitaw; several others dead 
53 Irrawaddy (11 Jan 2026) Myanmar Junta Election Official Killed as Blasts Rock Bago Region 
54 Narinjara (27 Jan 2026) ဗ ိုလ်ချ ပ်မ ်းကကီ်း မင််းတအာင်လ  င်တည််းခ ိုတနသညို့် အလယ်ပ ိုင််းတ ိုင််းစစ်ဌာနချ ပ် ၁၀၇ မမ တရ ာို့တ ိုက်  ို်းမျာ်းပဖငို့် 

ထပ်မ တ ိုက်ခ ိုက်ခ   

55 BBC Burmese (11 Jan 2026) ‘‘စစ်တ ််လ ို ််ယနတဲွ်ူ် ို့အတ ိုအယ တ််ာင်ယ  ််််းယတကာက် ်ွ်ဲက ် ်ိုခ က်ခ င် ််း  ််ပ် ် ်ိုန ် ်ိုင်င တတကာ ်ူ် ို့ 

ကယတတာင် ််းဆ ် ်ိုသင်တူ ို့ ််’’ - SAC- M 

56 Myanmar Now (14 Jun 2023) Japan needs to sack Sasakawa and stand with the people of Myanmar; Irrawaddy via Facebook (31 

Jan 2026) Japan dismisses Myanmar election as eyewash 

https://newdaymyanmar.com/%e1%80%99%e1%80%bc%e1%80%ad%e1%80%af%e1%80%b7%e1%80%90%e1%80%b1%e1%80%ac%e1%80%ba%e1%80%81%e1%80%94%e1%80%ba%e1%80%b8%e1%80%99%e1%80%9b%e1%80%be%e1%80%b1%e1%80%b7%e1%80%99%e1%80%be%e1%80%ac-%e1%80%90/
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-election-official-escapes-ambush-near-naypyitaw-several-others-dead/?tztc=1
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-election-official-killed-as-blasts-rock-bago-region.html
https://burmese.narinjara.com/local-news/detail/69787a52c1c2e7c21365901a
https://burmese.narinjara.com/local-news/detail/69787a52c1c2e7c21365901a
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/cwy1nve1gnqt?post=asset%3A7f68075b-8cc8-4217-8987-27493e4fbefd#asset:7f68075b-8cc8-4217-8987-27493e4fbefd
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/cwy1nve1gnqt?post=asset%3A7f68075b-8cc8-4217-8987-27493e4fbefd#asset:7f68075b-8cc8-4217-8987-27493e4fbefd
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/japan-needs-to-sack-sasakawa-and-stand-with-the-people-of-myanmar/
https://tinyurl.com/bdkrujc2
https://tinyurl.com/bdkrujc2
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While the regime claimed 139 observers from seven countries had observed Phase 1, the regime was 

unusually ambiguous about who had observed all 3 phases.57 In a humiliating U-turn, the Indian 

government distanced itself from its delegation, stating they attended in their personal capacity only.58 

ASEAN refused to send an association delegation of election observers to Burma, stating that there needed 
to be a decrease in violence before any reasonable election could be held. However, after the final phase of 

polling, the ASEAN chair, the Philippine FM Theresa Lazaro, stated that ASEAN would not recognize 

the sham polls as of now. She said it would continue to not recognize the regime as the representative of 

Burma: “Yes, the answer is yes: We do not recognize the military administration.”59 

Prognosis: What’s Next after the Sham Election 

● Conflict will likely intensify as the junta uses its sham election to offload governance and focus 
on military campaigns, emboldened by recent recaptures. 

● Any post-election ceasefire hopes are naive, as history shows the junta breaks agreements and 
China lacks leverage over most resistance groups. 

● Forced conscription will persist as the junta desperately seeks hundreds of thousands to 
replenish its troops. 

● The plague of scam centers and other transnational crime activities will continue to be a cash 
cow in the junta’s conflict economy – not a single party in the sham election mentioned scam 
centers in their campaigns. 

● The junta may seek to strengthen itself by increasing its cooperation with other “gangster” 
regimes, such as Russia, Belarus, and Iran. 

Armed conflict is set to continue, even escalate; hope for a post-polling “ceasefire” is naive  

Under the baseline scenario, the junta will cede limited administrative functions to those elected/appointed 
through its sham election, freeing itself to concentrate fully on military campaigns. Its recent recapture 

of townships in northern Shan State and Mandalay Region—enabled by both Chinese pressure and its own 
forces—has fueled a dangerous confidence. The regime now believes that with a steady stream of forced 

conscripts, it can reclaim more lost territory. 

The USDP-led sham government might attempt to restart “peace talks” with a handful of Ethnic Armed 

Organizations (EAOs) or broker a limited “ceasefire” with groups like the KIA or Arakan Army (AA), 

using China’s pressure. However, China holds little to no leverage over other Ethnic Resistance 
Organizations (EROs) or the PDF. 

Ongoing military cooperation has ensured the regime can continue its atrocities. The junta has provided 

custom-made 120mm mortar rounds to Russia for its war on Ukraine.60 Russia and the junta have 
strengthened military cooperation, with 4 state visits to Moscow since 2021.61 The junta’s increasingly 

cosy relationship with Belarus appears to be under Russian patronage. Additionally, “ghost ships” with 

suspected links to Iran are secretly supplying the regime with jet fuel for its deadly airstrikes.62 

                                                   
57 BBC Burmese (27 Dec 2025) တရ ိုတ်၊ ရ ိုတရ ာ််းနွအဲ န  ်ူ် ို့ ယ  ််််းယတကာက် ်ွ်ဲ ယတစာင်ကူ ို့ကည်ြူြို့ ် ်ိုယူ ို့တ ာက်တလာ 

58 The Wire via Mizzima (29 Dec 2025) စစ်တကာ်မရ င်က အ နဒ ယက ို တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲတလို့လာသူအပဖစ် စာ င််းထိုတ်ပပန၊် 

တ ာ်းဝင်အဆငို့်အတန််းမဟိုတ်ဟို အ နဒ ယ ပပနတ်ချပ 

59 Irrawaddy (30 Jan 2026) ASEAN Does Not Recognize Myanmar Junta’s Election ‘As of Now’ 
60 Militarnyi (26 Jul 2023) Russia received ammunition manufactured by Myanmar 
61 RFA (3 Mar 2025) Myanmar’s military junta chief flies to Russia for meeting with Putin 
62 Amnesty International (25 Jan 2026) Myanmar: Jet fuel used in deadly air strikes flowing in on ‘ghost ships’ with suspected l inks 

to Iran 

https://www.bbc.com/burmese/articles/c62ly24314no
https://bur.mizzima.com/2025/12/29/77257
https://bur.mizzima.com/2025/12/29/77257
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-does-not-recognize-myanmar-juntas-election-as-of-now.html
https://militarnyi.com/en/news/russia-received-ammunition-manufactured-by-myanmar/
https://www.rfa.org/english/myanmar/2025/03/04/myanmar-putin-moscow-junta-chief/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/01/myanmar-jet-fuel-used-in-deadly-air-strikes-flowing-in-on-ghost-ships-with-suspected-links-to-iran/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/01/myanmar-jet-fuel-used-in-deadly-air-strikes-flowing-in-on-ghost-ships-with-suspected-links-to-iran/
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The junta will step up forced conscription  

Since the 1990s, military leaders, including Sr. Gen. Than Shwe, sought to swell the army to over 500,000 

troops, roughly 1% of the 55-56 million population.63 After losing tens of thousands during its attempted 
5-year coup, combat troops have shrunk below 100,000,64 and require roughly 400,000 new troops to 

rebuild. Since Feb 2024, the regime has utilized the “People’s Military Service Law” to forcibly enlist about 

80,000–100,000 recruits in 20 batches, as of 16 Dec 2025.65 To reach its target, the regime must forcibly 

conscript another 300,000–400,000 people (2–3% of the 14 million conscription-age population), a process 
that could take 5–7 years at the current rate.66 Junta officials have affirmed conscription will continue even 

after the sham election.67 The junta reportedly threatened non-voters with forced conscription throughout 

all 3 phases of the sham election.68 

Continuing Crackdowns 

It is increasingly likely that the sham election would be used to justify further political and armed 

crackdowns instead of creating an environment that may be conducive to political openings. In addition to 

locking up leaders and blocking key dialogue stakeholders from the sham election, junta boss Min Aung 

Hlaing has flagged that he will replace Aung San Suu Kyi as State Counsellor.69 

The junta, which arrested a total of 30,397 political prisoners (a tenfold increase since the last sham election 

in 2010), continues to detain 22,793 under harsh and violent conditions, making this the highest number of 
political prisoners in Southeast Asia. The junta has imposed the death sentence on 173 people and executed 

several prisoners, while at least 2,000 have died in custody.70 While extremely small numbers of political 

prisoners have been released at national holidays, the junta has arrested and threatened to arrest higher 
numbers. 

Rohingya between Genocide and Conscription 

● The Rohingya face cyclical persecution and forced displacement, with both the junta and AA 
posing threats, and no authority ensuring civilian protection or citizenship.  

● The junta continues to actively promote perpetrators of genocide and reject accountability.  

● Safe return is impossible under current conditions, as Rohingya would risk forced conscription 
by the junta or abuse by the AA, leaving them in perpetual peril without recognition or security. 

Rohingya continue to be persecuted and targeted - “new govt” offers no resolution  

In northern Arakan State, the junta had forcibly conscripted Rohingya youth amid intense 2023-2024 
fighting against the AA. During 2024-2025, the renewed conflict and violence forced about 150,000 

Rohingya refugees to flee to Bangladesh.71 After the AA seized control of the north, Rohingya armed 

groups—including Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA)—also forcibly recruited Rohingya 

                                                   
63 ISP Myanmar (20 Feb 2024) PANDEMONIUM: The Conscription Law and Five Negative Potential Consequences 
64 ISP Myanmar (20 Feb 2024) PANDEMONIUM: The Conscription Law and Five Negative Potential Consequences 
65 SHAN (23 Jan 2026) Ward/village administrators collect hundreds of thousands of baht from locals to recruit people for military 

service 
66 VOA (2 Mar 2024) Myanmar’s Youth Leaders Fear Conscription Law 
67 Irrawaddy (8 Jan 2026) Forced Conscription Set to Expand After Military-Staged Election, Local Sources Say 
68 Irrawaddy (27 Jan  2026) Mandalay Residents ‘Pressured to Vote’ in Myanmar Junta’s Election; Myanmar Now (28 Dec 2025) 

အတ ကာက်တ ာ်းတ ကာငို့် အချ  ြို့တတွ စစ်တပ်တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲတွင် မဲထညို့်ခဲို့ က သည်;  BBC Burmese (28 Dec 2025) မဲမတပ်း င် 

အကျ  ်းဆက်တတွရ  မယ်ဆ ိုတဲို့သတင််းတတွ ပမ  ြို့ ကကီ်းတတွမ ာ ထွက်တပေါ် 

69 Irrawaddy (4 Feb 2026) Myanmar Junta Chief Rushes Through New Consultative Council Law 
70 AAPP (4 Feb 2026) Daily Briefing in Relation to the Military Coup 
71 UN News (11 Jul 2025) 150,000 Rohingya flee to Bangladesh amid renewed Myanmar violence 

https://ispmyanmar.com/op-20/
https://ispmyanmar.com/op-20/
https://burmese.shannews.org/archives/51567
https://burmese.shannews.org/archives/51567
https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-s-youth-leaders-fear-conscription-law/7511036.html
https://english.shannews.org/archives/29111
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/politics/mandalay-residents-pressured-to-vote-in-myanmar-juntas-election.html
https://myanmar-now.org/mm/news/70770/
https://myanmar-now.org/mm/news/70770/
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/clydw11wr47t?post=asset%3Abdfa8742-2068-4c6b-8e5b-c5b114e514d7#asset:bdfa8742-2068-4c6b-8e5b-c5b114e514d7https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/clydw11wr47t?post=asset%3Abdfa8742-2068-4c6b-8e5b-c5b114e514d7
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/clydw11wr47t?post=asset%3Abdfa8742-2068-4c6b-8e5b-c5b114e514d7#asset:bdfa8742-2068-4c6b-8e5b-c5b114e514d7https://www.bbc.com/burmese/live/clydw11wr47t?post=asset%3Abdfa8742-2068-4c6b-8e5b-c5b114e514d7
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/politics/myanmar-junta-chief-rushes-through-new-consultative-council-law.html
https://aappb.org/?p=36344
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165369
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refugees in Bangladesh.72 Meanwhile, cuts in international aid led Bangladesh and India to forcibly 

return Rohingya to Burma, driving many to pay human traffickers for perilous boat journeys to Thailand, 
Malaysia, and Indonesia. In 2025, the junta confirmed 180,000 Rohingya refugees were “eligible to return” 

from Bangladesh, yet anti-Rohingya rhetoric from both the regime and contesting political parties show 

that oppressive and violent policies toward Rohingya will remain, regardless of who has territorial control.73 

“Safe return” for Rohingya is impossible, regardless of who controls the territory  

Any repatriated Rohingya would likely be forcibly conscripted as “cannon fodder” to fight the AA.74 The 
AA itself posed a direct threat, as the UN has documented their abuse of the Rohingya, including 

indiscriminate attacks, killings, sexual violence, and arbitrary arrests.75 The de facto ruling AA’s refusal to 

recognize the “Rohingya” and referring to them as the derogatory term “Bengali” casts a long, dark 
shadow over their future in any post-sham election scenario. Their fate remains one of the most perilous 

and unresolved humanitarian crises, with civilian protection and citizenship farther from reach than ever. 

Sham Election - Sham Economics 

● There are no significant indicators that the 
sham election has or will increase 
economic confidence. 

● The junta’s military priorities – pushing 
resources and revenue into the war with 
resistance – will overwhelm any agenda to 
protect or rebuild the economy. 

● The fake parliament is not likely to have 
the capacity nor the power to address the 
soaring inflation, MMK depreciation, and 
goods shortages created by the junta.  

● The regime will continue to extract more 
natural resources and impose more 
arbitrary taxes, feeding transnational 
crime, corruption, conflict, and 
displacement. 

The junta’s intention of using the sham election to 

restore international and domestic business 
confidence has been undermined by its own 

violence and extortion, which has caused deep, 

structural, and accelerating problems.  

Since 2021, inflation has surged while the Kyat (MMK) has collapsed to historic lows, depreciating by 

around 214% from 1,331 MMK per USD before the coup to about 4,170 MMK per USD by mid-Jan 2026 

(see graph). This currency collapse explains both rising prices and the public’s total loss of confidence.  

                                                   
72 Irrawaddy (29 May 2024) Rohingya Forced to Fight Alongside Myanmar Army Tormentors 
73 Al Jazeera (4 Apr 2025) Myanmar confirms 180,000 Rohingya eligible to return, Bangladesh says 
74 BROUK (25 Jun 2024) New Report: The Intensifying Rohingya Genocide  
75 UN General Assembly (25 Oct 2025) Situation of human rights in Myanmar 

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/rohingya-forced-to-fight-alongside-myanmar-army-tormentors.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/rohingya-forced-to-fight-alongside-myanmar-army-tormentors.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/4/myanmar-confirms-180000-rohingya-eligible-to-return-bangladesh-says
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/intensifying-rohingya-genocide-unlawful-conscription-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading-treatment-use-rohingya-cannon-fodder-may-amount-genocidal-act-causing-serious-bodily-or-mental-harm-june-2024#:~:text=The%20Myanmar%20military%20has%20forcibly,care%20%E2%80%93%20by%20the%20military%20regime.
https://docs.un.org/en/A/79/550
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Basic food prices have moved far out of reach: 

premium rice prices rose nearly fourfold from 
Jan 2021 to late 2025, while low-quality rice, 

relied on by poor households, more than doubled. 

As savings lost value and people no longer dared 

to take risks in business, many rushed to buy gold 
to secure their savings.  

The MMK did not stabilize or appreciate 

during the sham election period, but gold prices 

surged by roughly 800% since Dec 2020, 

reaching an all-time high of 10.2 million MMK 
per tical shortly after the second phase of the sham election. 

The junta has intensified extraction to fund the war. While people face shortages of food and medicine, the 
junta has squeezed revenue, especially through taxation from migrant workers, collecting over MMK 1 

trillion in FY 2024–2025 alone, and violating existing double taxation agreements.76 At the same time, 

import crackdowns, electricity shortages, and ongoing conflict have crippled domestic production, while 

the junta continues to spend shrinking USD reserves on weapons and jet fuel used in attacks on civilians. 
In the 2024 fiscal year, the junta’s military expenditures reached an all-time high of MMK 5 billion 

(USD 2.7 billion, based on the 2024 exchange rate), which was a quarter of the total budget allocation.77  

The direction after the sham election is clear: more resource extraction, more militarized spending, and 

deeper economic decline. There will be no recovery under a regime that treats the economy as a war chest 

and the population as a source of cash.  

  

                                                   
76 Myanmar Now (7 Nov 2025) Myanmar regime’s tax revenue surges by a third, largely on the backs of migrant workers 
77 RFA (25 Mar 2025) Junta chief vows to hike defense budget, seeking to expand global presence 

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-regimes-tax-revenue-surges-by-a-third-largely-on-the-backs-of-migrant-workers/
https://www.rfa.org/english/myanmar/2025/03/25/myanmar-junta-chief-defense-budget-increase/
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Glossary: Political Parties involved in the Sham Election 

1. Arakan Front Party (AFP) 

2. Danu National Democracy Party (DNDP) 

3. Inn National League Party (INLP) 

4. Kachin State People’s Party (KSPP) 

5. Karen National Democratic Party (KNDP) 

6. Kayah State People’s Party (KySPP) 

7. Mon Unity Party (MUP) 

8. Naga National Party (NNP) 

9. National Interest Development Party (NIDP) 

10. National Unity Party (NUP) 

11. Pa-O National Organization (PNO) 

12. Pa-O National Unity Party (PNUP) 

13. People’s Party (PP) 

14. People's Pioneer Party (PPP) 

15. Phalon-Sawaw Democratic Party (PSDP) 

16. Rakhine Nationalities Party (RNP) 

17. Shan Nationalities Democratic Party (SNDP) 

18. Shan-ni Solidarity Party (SSP) 

19. Tai-Leng Nationalities Development Party (TNDP) 

20. Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) 

21. Wa National Party (WNP) 

22. Zomi Congress for democracy (ZNP) 

Independents 

Military 
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Addendum: States and Regions Breakdown 

This section provides highlights by State and Region to illustrate that every part of the country had been 
affected by violence and intimidation linked to the sham election, regardless voting status. 

Arakan State 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Arakan State, there were 89 armed clashes and attacks against civilians in 
12 townships, which killed 42 civilians. The junta launched 32 airstrikes in 9 townships. 

● The regime was only able to carry out polling in 3 out of 17 Arakan State townships, as the rest 
remained under strong AA control. Residents reported voter turnout in the 3 townships remained “low.”  

● The USDP won 67% of the seats (2 of 3) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 55.56% (5 of 9) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Ayeyarwady Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Ayeyarwady Region, there were 10 armed clashes and attacks against 
civilians, which killed 3 civilians in Thabaung and Yegyi townships. The junta launched 1 airstrike in 
Lemyethna Township. 

● In Ayeyarwady Region, the junta held the sham election in all 26 townships. The USDP won 96% of 
the seats (25 of 26) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 75% (9 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

● On 24 Jan, in Danubyu Township, junta administrators distributed voter number slips and accused 
non-voters of supporting resistance forces. Since 23 Jan, junta forces had guarded polling stations 
and carried out strict checks near voting sites.78 

● On 25 Jan, in Yegi Township, junta ward administrators waited at polling stations and pressured locals 
to vote for the USDP.79 

Bago Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Bago Region, there were 154 armed clashes and attacks against civilians 
in 24 townships, which killed 26 civilians. The junta launched 20 airstrikes in 7 townships. 

● The USDP won 100% of the seats (28 of 28) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 83.33% (10 of 12) in Amyotha 
Hluttaw. 

● On 11 Jan, in Yedashe Township, 1 resident stated she packed an emergency bag before going to 
the polling station in case fighting broke out. In Minhla Township, the PDF reported that the junta 
threatened non-voters with a MMK 300,000 fine, 3 years in prison, or forced conscription for youths.80 

● On 21 - 23 Jan, in Waw Township, junta troops and police coerced villagers in the Sittaung River basin 
to cast advance votes for the USDP ahead of Phase 3 polling. Junta troops abandoned voting 
machines for paper ballots and collected them in black plastic bags at designated houses rather than 
official polling stations. Junta officials explicitly instructed voters to tick the USDP box and permitted 1 
representative to cast ballots for their entire household. The junta sealed off village entrances and 
intensified patrols during the collection process.81 

● On 20 Jan, in Thegon Township, the junta ordered 11 village tracts to cast so-called “advance votes” 
as “final votes” for security reasons, without informing contesting political parties or the public. Political 
parties protested to township election officials, and the junta withdrew the plan later that night. On 22 
Jan, in Gyobingauk and Okpho townships, the junta opened 9 “advance voting” stations and ordered 
entire villages to vote at once under heavy security.82         

Chin State 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Chin State, there were 43 armed clashes and attacks against civilians in 6 
townships, which killed 5 civilians. The junta launched 18 airstrikes in 5 townships. 

                                                   
78 DVB (25 Jan 2026) ဓနိုပဖြူတွင် မဲမတပ်းပါက ဖမ််းဆီ်းအတ ်းယူမည်ဟို အိုပ်ချ ပ်တ ်းမ ်းမျာ်းက ပခ မ််းတပခာက် 

79 DVB (25 Jan 2026) တ  ကည်တွင် အိုပ်ချ ပ်တ ်းမ ်းမျာ်းက မဲဆွယ်ပပီ်း ဖ အာ်းတပ်း မဲထညို့်ခ ိုင််း 

80 Myanmar Now (11 Jan 2026) တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲ အပ ိုင််း(၂)တွင် ပဲခူ်းတ ိုင််း စစ်တကာ်မရ င်မဲရ ိုန ငို့် စခန််းမျာ်း တ ိုက်ခ ိုက်ခ   

81 DVB (23 Jan 2026) တဝါပမ  ြို့နယ်၌ စစ်တပ်က  က ို့ခ ိုင်တ ်းပါတီအတွက် မဲစာ ွက်တပေါ် အမ နပ်ခစ်ခ ိုင််းပပီ်း မဲမသမာမ လိုပ် 

82 Mizzima (23 Jan 2026) ပဲခူ်းရ   လ ိုပခ  တ ်းစ ို်း  မ်သညို့် တန ာအချ  ြို့တွင် တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲတန ို့မတ ိုင်ခင် မဲရ ိုဖွငို့်ပပီ်း မဲကက  တပ်းခ ိုင််း 

https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743160
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743319
https://myanmar-now.org/mm/news/71118/
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/742921
https://bur.mizzima.com/2026/01/23/79494
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● The regime was only able to carry out polling in 2 of 9 townships. In those 2 townships, only 17% of 
voters turned out.  Based on the 2025 population of Chin State (estimated using 2014 census data), 
only 4.9% of eligible voters in Chin State cast a ballot, while over 70% of eligible voters were excluded.  

● The USDP won 100% of the seats (2 of 2) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 62.5% (5 of 8) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Kachin State 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Kachin State, there were 42 armed clashes and attacks against civilians in 
9 townships, which killed 24 civilians. The junta launched 12 airstrikes in 5 townships. 

● In Kachin State, the junta held the sham election in 12 out of 18 townships. The USDP won 92% of 
the seats (11 of 12) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 75% (9 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Karen State 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Karen State, there were 58 armed clashes and attacks against civilians in 
7 townships, which killed 3 civilians. The junta launched 15 airstrikes in 6 townships. 

● The USDP won 86% of the seats (6 of 7) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 58.33% (7 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 
● On 28 Dec 2025, in Myawaddy Township, junta officials at the Thai-Burma border checkpoint 

threatened to confiscate Myawaddy residents' Borderpass Cards and ban border crossings to Mae 
Sot (Thailand) if they did not vote.83  

● On 28 Dec, in Thandaunggyi Township, locals reported that the junta allowed only junta members and 
their families to vote in the sham polls. One local added that the only 2 polling stations in the township 
were located inside a junta camp.84 

● On 25 Jan, in Kawkareik and Kyarinseikgyi townships, the junta forced IDPs to return to vote during 
intensified fighting between KNLA-led resistance forces and junta troops. Junta officials threatened 
IDPs that if they refused to vote, authorities would deny them compensation or replace land for homes 
destroyed by fire. In Kyainseikyi Township, polling stations shut down before lunch after no one 
showed up.85 

Karenni State 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Karenni State, there were 21 armed clashes and attacks against civilians 
in 6 townships, which killed 1 civilian. The junta launched 3 airstrikes in Demoso, Hpasawng, and  
Hpruso townships.  

● The regime held polling in 4 of 7 Karenni townships. Despite strong regime presence in several 
townships, voter turnout remained low, including in Loikaw, where residents reported under 30% of 
people voted.  

● The USDP won 100% of the seats (4 of 4) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 70% (7 of 10) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Magway Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Magway Region, there were 263 armed clashes and attacks against 
civilians in 23 townships, which killed 37 civilians. The junta launched 70 airstrikes in 12 townships. 

● In Magway Region, the junta held the sham election in 20 out of 25 townships. The USDP won 85% 
of the seats (17 of 20) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 83.33% (10 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Mandalay Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Mandalay Region, there were 135 armed clashes and attacks against 
civilians in 15 townships, which killed 22 civilians. The junta launched 16 airstrikes in 6 townships. 

● The regime held polling in 25 out of 28 townships. Despite the junta claiming a 63% voter turnout, 
observers and residents stated that the turnout was low or medium across most townships.  

● The USDP won 100% of the seats (25 of 25) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 75% (9 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

                                                   
83 DVB (28 Dec 2025) မဲတဆာက်တ ာက်ပမနမ်ာမျာ်း မဲမတပ်းပါက နယ်စပ်ပဖတ်ခွငို့်လက်မ တ် ရိုပ်သ မ််းမည်ဟို ပခ မ််းတပခာက်ခ   

84 Mizzima (28 Dec 2025) သ တတာင်ကကီ်းတွင် စစ်တကာ်မရ င်တပ်န ငို့် မ သာ်းစိုမျာ်းသာ မဲတပ်းခွငို့် ၊ အ ပ်သာ်းမျာ်း ချန်လ ပ်ခ   

85 DVB (25 Jan 2026) တကာို့က  တ်န ငို့်  ကာအင််းဆ ပ်ကကီ်းတွင် စစ်တရ ာင်မျာ်းက ို ပခ မ်the ််းတပခthe ်ာက်မဲထညို့်ခ ိုင််း; HRFOM (25 Jan 2026) Junta’s 

Phase 3 “Sham Election” Sees Heavy Militarization and Low Turnout in Kawkareik and Kyainnseikyi Townships  

https://burmese.dvb.no/post/739373
https://bur.mizzima.com/2025/12/28/77159
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743297
https://rehmonnya.org/juntas-phase-3-sham-election-sees-heavy-militarization-and-low-turnout-in-kawkareik-and-kyainnseikyi-townships/
https://rehmonnya.org/juntas-phase-3-sham-election-sees-heavy-militarization-and-low-turnout-in-kawkareik-and-kyainnseikyi-townships/
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● On 22 Jan, in Mahlaing Township, junta officials seized numerous civilian and religious vehicles for 
Phase 3 sham election-related transport and impounded them at the Shwe Muthtaw Pagoda 
compound. The junta ordered that the vehicles be held until 26 Jan, effectively shutting down local 
passenger transport services between Mandalay, Pyin Oo Lwin, and Meiktila until after the election. 
Locals reported that at least 1 commandeered vehicle would be assigned to each polling station.86 

● On 25 Jan, in Mandalay city, the junta heightened security as the junta boss arrived to observe the 
Phase 3 polls. Junta forces conducted aggressive stop-and-search operations on pedestrians and 
motorcyclists, specifically targeting youths. It was reported that security personnel harassed foreign 
journalists covering the sham election in Mandalay and prevented them from filming.87 

● On the morning of 25 Jan, in Chanmyathazi Township, a pro-junta news outlet posted a photo showing 
a man wearing a USDP shirt and cap standing inside a polling station alongside the junta boss. The 
outlet later deleted the photo. The photo proves that the USDP violated election law, which bans party 
symbols inside polling stations or within 500 yards (457 meters) of voting sites.88 

Mon State 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Mon State, there were 44 armed clashes and attacks against civilians, 
which killed 7 civilians in Mudon township. The junta launched 2 airstrikes in Bilin and Kyaikto 
townships. 

● The junta claimed a meagre 39% voter turnout across the state’s 10 townships.  
● The USDP won 50% of the seats (5 of 10) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 41.67% (5 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 
● On 28 Dec, in Mawlamyine Township, youths reported that they voted out of fear in the sham polls 

because local junta-allied officials threatened to stop them from leaving the country if they did not 
vote.89 

● On 1 - 11 Jan, in Paung Township, the junta’s Ministry of Immigration and Population executed a 
special scheme of National Registration Cards (NRCs) replacement to increase the number of eligible 
voters for the sham election. Residents reported that they obtained ID cards without the usual 
exorbitant bribes to the junta, which cost between MMK 200,000 and 600,000.90 

● On 7 Jan, in Kyaikmaraw Township, it was reported that the junta forcibly armed inmates from 
Kyaikmaraw prison and deployed them as security forces for the sham election. These prisoners were 
ordered to guard villages, report on resistance activity, and fight alongside soldiers.91 

● On 11 Jan, in Ye Township, junta officials threatened youths with forced conscription if they refused 
to vote.92 

Naypyidaw Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Naypyidaw Region, there were 4 armed clashes and attacks against 
civilians. 

● The USDP won all 8 seats in the Pyithu Hluttaw. 

Sagaing Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Sagaing Region, there were 269 armed clashes and attacks against civilians 
in 30 townships, which killed 96 civilians. The junta launched 107 airstrikes in 24 townships. 

● During the election period, junta violence spiraled in Sagaing as it attempted to make the elections 
possible in the region. The regime was unable to hold polling in 12 of Sagaing’s 37 townships.  

● Due to mass displacement and overwhelming distrust in the polls, voter turnout in many places, 
including Kani and Salingyi townships, was extremely low.  

                                                   
86 DVB (22 Jan 2026) မလ  င်တွင် တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲအတွက် စစ်တပ်က ကာ်းမျာ်းက ိုတချာဆဲွ၊ စစ်တ ကာင််းထ ို်း 

87 DVB (25 Jan 2026) တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲအပ ိုင််း ၃  ကညို့်ရ  န ်စစ်တခါင််းတဆာင် မနတတလ်းတ ာက်တနသပဖငို့် လ ိုပခ  တ ်းတင််းကျပ် 

88 Irrawaddy (25 Jan 2026) Live Roundup: Growing Unrest, Voter Apathy Mark Final Phase of Myanmar Junta Election 
89 DVB (28 Dec 2025) မွနပ်ပည်နယ်၌ မဲမတပ်းပါက ပပည်ပတပ်းမထွက်ဟို ပခ မ်and ််းတပခာက်မ တ ကာငို့် လူငယ်မျာ်း မဲထညို့်တန  

90 BNI (13 Jan 2026) Large Turnout as ID Registration Offered under Special Plan Ahead of Election Phase 
91 IMNA (7 Jan 2026) တ ွ်းတကာက်ပွဲကာလအတွင််း မွနပ်ပည်နယ်အကျဉ်းသာ်းအချ  ြို့က ို လက်နက်တပ်ဆင်တပ်းပပီ်း လ ိုပခ  တ ်းတပ်သာ်းမျာ်းအပဖစ် အသ ို်းပပ  

92 DVB (11 Jan 2026) မွနပ်ပည်နယ်၌ မဲမထညို့်ပါက စစ်မ ထမ််း မည်ဟို လူငယ်မျာ်း ပခ မ််းတပခာက် မဲထညို့်ခ ိုင််း 

https://burmese.dvb.no/post/742797
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743161
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/live-roundup-growing-unrest-voter-apathy-mark-final-phase-of-myanmar-junta-election.html
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/739398
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/large-turnout-id-registration-offered-under-special-plan-ahead-election-phase
https://burmese.monnews.org/2026/01/07/%E1%80%9B%E1%80%BD%E1%80%B1%E1%80%B8%E1%80%80%E1%80%B1%E1%80%AC%E1%80%80%E1%80%BA%E1%80%95%E1%80%BD%E1%80%B2%E1%80%80%E1%80%AC%E1%80%9C%E1%80%A1%E1%80%90%E1%80%BD%E1%80%84%E1%80%BA%E1%80%B8-%E1%80%99/
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/741297
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● The USDP won 80% of the seats (20 of 25) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 66.67% (8 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Shan State 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in N. Shan State, there were 28 armed clashes and attacks against civilians 
in 10 townships, which killed 9 civilians. The junta launched 5 airstrikes in Hsipaw, Mabein, Mongmit, 
and Mongyai townships. 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in S. Shan State, there were 19 armed clashes and attacks against civilians 
in 6 townships, which killed 1 civilian. The junta launched 1 airstrike in Mawkmai Township. 

● In all of Shan State, the junta held the sham election in 38 out of 55 townships. The USDP won 63% 
of the seats (24 of 38) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 50% (5 of 10) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Tanintharyi Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Tanintharyi Region, there were 87 armed clashes and attacks against 
civilians in 8 townships, which killed 3 civilians. The junta launched 6 airstrikes in Dawei, Kyunsu, 
Palaw, and Tanintharyi townships. 

● The regime held voting in parts of all 10 townships, though voter turnout was characterized as low or 
extremely low.  

● The USDP won 100% of the seats (10 of 10) in Pyithu Hluttaw and 75% (9 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw. 

Yangon Region 

● During 20 Dec - 30 Jan, in Yangon Region, there were 22 armed clashes and attacks against civilians 
in 14 townships, which killed 2 civilians. 

● Despite intense intimidation, voter turnout in the former capital was cited record low.93 Several 
townships reportedly had a turnout of about 30-35%, falling far short of the junta’s announced 55% 
national turnout.   

● The USDP won 98% of the seats (44 of 45 in Pyithu Hluttaw and 75% (9 of 12) in Amyotha Hluttaw.  
● On 11 Jan, it was reported that in Insein Township’s Ywama East Ward, junta-appointed ward 

administrators had conducted "vote-buying" by distributing cash along with voting slips to residents 
prior to Phase 2 polling. The Ward Administrator confirmed they had distributed the payments, claiming 
a political party provided the funds as "travel expenses" to ensure voter turnout.94 

● On 21 Jan, in Mingalartaungnyunt Township, junta personnel ordered vendors at Tat Myo Market to 
vote and threatened to close their shops if they refused. Similar pressure occurred in Hlaingtharya, 
Tamwe, and Lanmadaw townships, where junta officials and ward administrators forced both street 
vendors and market sellers to vote. During 21–25 Jan, junta authorities blocked roads near polling 
stations, restricted vehicle movement, and ordered nearby vendors to close for 5 days. Ahead of 
polling, the junta increased security patrols, deployed police vehicles, and used loudspeakers at night 
to urge residents to vote.95  

● On 25 Jan, in Hlaingtharya Township, junta officials ordered factories and workshops in the township 
to shut down, then forced factory managers to make workers vote. Junta ward administrators also 
pressured hostel owners to push migrant and factory workers living in dormitories to vote. A labor 
union member said that “workers already know nothing will come out of this election, so they ignored 
it.”96 

                                                   
93 Mizzima (25 Jan 2026) Voter participation hits record low in Yangon as final phase of general election concludes  
94 Irrawaddy (11 Jan 2026) မဲဆနဒရ င်တတွက ို ပ ိုက်ဆ ကက  တပ်းမ  တပေါ်တပါက် (ရိုပ်/သ ) 

95 Mizzima (24 Jan 2026)  န်ကိုနတွ်င် မဲ မထည်ို့လျှင် တစျ်းတ ာင််းခွင်ို့မပပ ဟို စစ်အိုပ်စို ပခ မ််းတပခာက် 

96 DVB (25 Jan 2026) စစ်တကာင်စီ အလိုပ်သမာ်းဝနက်ကီ်း အလိုပ်သမာ်းမျာ်းထ မ  မဲ  န ်ခက်ခဲ 

https://eng.mizzima.com/2026/01/25/30608
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/video/2026/01/11/409841.html
https://bur.mizzima.com/2026/01/24/79662
https://burmese.dvb.no/post/743312

