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Paul Nsapu, Director of the League of Voters (Democratic Republic of the Congo – DRC ) on behalf of the International Federation for Human Rights
Mr. President, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

1. As you come to the end of your work at the fourth session of the Assembly of States Parties of the International Criminal Court let me thank you for giving me this opportunity of addressing you on behalf of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), an organisation bringing together 141 national human rights defence organisations in more than 100 countries.

2. The FIDH is happy to note the substantial increase in the Court’s budget. It also welcomes the adoption of the regulations of the Trust Fund for Victims  which will allow it as of now to carry out its dual task of providing assistance and reparations to the victims of crimes within the jurisdiction of the Court and their families.

3. One of the FIDH’s priorities remains the enforcement of the rights of victims to be protected, to participate to proceedings before the Court and to receive reparation. The guarantee of these rights depends on two main elements: effective information and adequate representation. The FIDH would thus like to reiterate here certain issues and concerns with respect to the implementation of these historic and innovative rights.

4. The FIDH shares the view that, in order to fulfill its mandate, the International Criminal Court must cooperate closely with local intermediaries such as the NGOs or victims’ groups. This complementarity is essential in particular to inform public opinion about the Court’s mandate and to allow victims to know their rights and to exercise them before the Court. It is also with this in mind that the FIDH organises and facilitates dialogue in The Hague between the organs of the Court, the NGOs and the victims from countries which are the subject of enquiries or analysis by the Office of the Prosecutor. Nonetheless, the FIDH fears that the strategy pursued by the ICC – and approved by your assembly when adopting the budget – may have the consequence that the “local intermediaries” will have to bear the burden of many of the essential remits of the Court. For instance, awareness-raising and dissemination of information to the public about the Court and about the rights of victims are intrinsic functions of the Court. However, the FIDH believes that, under the 2006 budget, there is a risk that these functions will depend largely on the national intermediaries which would thus “replace” a weakened Court. The FIDH calls to mind that, on the one hand, the material and human resources of the NGOs are often limited and that, on the other hand, these NGOs, be they in DRC, Uganda, Sudan or many other countries, are frequently targets for intimidation and repression by those who favour impunity and oppose the actions of the Court.

5. On the subject of legal representation, the FIDH welcomes the adoption of a code of professional conduct for counsels before the Court. However, by reducing the amount of legal aid for accused and victims the Assembly of States Parties runs the risk of correspondingly weakening rights to defence and limiting access for victims to the Court. With this in mind the FIDH hopes that the Court will make due use of the principle of flexibility in assigning resources and be able to adapt to the issues it has to deal with in 2006.

6. In parallel to institutional support for the Court, FIDH together with the the Coalition, will continue its campaign for ratification and implementation of its Statute in order for the ICC to become truly universal. This is why, for example, the FIDH organised, a workshop in Khartoum to inform Sudanese civil society about the ICC and to promote dialogue with the Sudanese authorities about the implications of the referral of the situation in Darfur to the Prosecutor by the Security Council.

7. The start of the Court’s legal activities will, without doubt, proclaim to criminals that they have no future and that the only future which must be secured is that of the peoples they have terrorised.
