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Mr. President, | ' ' ' v
Distinguished Members of the Human Rights Council, -

Excellencies,

““Colleagues and friends,

Allow me first of all to congratulate His Excellency, Remigiusz Henczel, who is
presiding over his first meeting of the Council as President, at the start of what is an
historically significant year for the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights, for the

Human Rights Council, and indeed for the global human rights movement as a whole.

Twenty yearsA ago, in June 1993, more than 7,000 participants gathered in Vienna for
the World Conference on Human Rights. T was among them, and remember vividly how most
of us at the time worried about the likelihood of real progress in the pratection of human
~ rights. Many believed there was a risk that the fundamental rights laid down in 1948 in the

- Universal Declaration of Human Rights, might be rolled back. ' -

The Berlin Wall had fallen in November 1989 and, despite the outbreak’of new
conflicts in the Balkans and elsewhere, the end of the Cold War‘ gave a new impetus to the
concepts of freedom, democracy and human rights that ca}rried us through the Vienna
'Conferehce. The assembled delegates overcame majo‘r ‘diff-erences on éontentious issues such
as universality, sovereignty; impAunit_y,Aand how to give a Voice to victims. The result was a

4powerfu1 and very positive outcome document: the Vienna Declaration and Programme of

Action (VDPA).

The VDPA is th'e most significant olverarc.:hing human rights document produced in
vthe' last quarter of a century. It érystalized the underlying principles that human rights are
universal, fndivisible, interdependent and interrelated, and took the key notion of universality
a step further by committing States to the promotion and protection of all human rights for all

people “regardless of their political, economic, and cultural systems.”




In a sense, by cuttmg through the artificial hlerarchy under Wthh social, economic
and cultural ri ights were viewed by some as bemg less important than civil and pohtlcal rights,

the Conference succeeded.in breachin g a second wall that had d1v1ded States ove: the

jﬁrevious decades. That process is continuing, with the ()pﬁOnéﬂ‘Pf'b't'd'étil“fES‘fHé"Iﬁ'tel'n'atio'ﬁ‘a’]
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights entering into force on 5 May. This wii]
finally bring it in line with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which h;ls .].,
: hdd a similar Optional ProthoI,’" allowing fof individual complaints, in place for the past 37

years.

The Vienna Conférencc led to historic advances in a number of other areas. During the °
course of this anniversary year, we will have several opportunities to take stock of these,
inclﬁding at the High Level Panel on the Vienna Declaration later today; when the

anniversary celebrations will be dfﬁcially launched.

I will mention just a few of the principal achievements of the Vienna Declaration and -
Programme of Action: its role in advahcing women’s rights, its impact on the fight against
v impunity, and its swiftly realized recommendation to create the organization of which 1 am

currently the proud steward: the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Riglits.

| At Vienna, the NGO siogan “Women’s Rights are ﬁuman Rights” .Spbké ]ducily, and
the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action reclaimed the vision ’of human rights for
women. It called for the imiversal ratification of the'anv'ention' on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women, the integration £>f women’s rights into all UN
activities and called for the adopti.on of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against

Women and endorsed the creation of a Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women.

Th'e Vienna document condemned the groés and systematic’vidlations of human rights .
that were contlnumg in many parts of the world. It hlghh ghted violations such as torture and
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment, summary and arbltrary executlons
disappearances, and arbitrary detentions; it drew attention to all forms of racism, racial

discrimination and apartheid, foreign occupation and.alien domination, and xenophobia. It



\

highlighted poverty, hunger and other denials of economic, social and cultural rights,

religious intolerance, terrorism, and lack of the rule of Jaw.

"It viewed with concern the issue of impunity of perpetrators of human rights”
violations, and supported the efforts made by the UN human rights machinery to examine all
aspects of the issue. Perhaps most si ignificantly, Just one month after the estabhshment of the
first ad hoc international crimes tribunal since Nuremberg, theDeclaratlon nudged the

International Law Commission to continue its work on a permanent international criminal

court.

The Conference did not stop there. It recognized that ach1ev1ng these goals requlred
_stronger, more streamlined leadership in the UN system 1tself To thIS end, it called for the -
. establishment of a High Commissioner for Human Rights, with a mandate to protect and -

promote human rights, and the post was created by the General Assembly later that same ,

e
year.

" That was twenty years ago. ' , : r

Much progress has occurred durmg those two decades. But we must recogmze that the '

glass is half full, and the promlse of respecting all human rights for all people is'still a dream

for too many. .

Major advances in women s rlghts have occurred in many countries, and 1nternat10na1 ‘
'leglslatlon has continued to develop, for example in the area of conﬂlct—related sexual
violence. The Convention on the Ehm.lnauon of All Forms of Discrimination against Wom'en
now has 187 State parties, making it the second most ratified human ri ghts treaty after the
Conventlon on the Rights of the Child. Its Optlonal Protocol has 104 States partles drawn
from all regions of the world and the decisions it has generated have brought individual rehef

to many women and brought about profound policy and legislative change in many countries.

Yet women are still subject to discrimination and violence, to a shocking degree.



There have been tremendous advances in tackling impunity for international crimes over the

past 20 years, in particular through the ad hoc tribunals such as thosé for Former Yugoslavia;
Rwanda, Sierra Leone and.Cambodia,‘ and the establishment the International Criminal Court,
the world’s first permanént tribunal with powers to prosecute suspected perpetrators of-

international crimes.

Yet here too, we stil] have allong way to go. The ICC can only become involved if the
State concerned is among the 122 State Parties to the Rome Statute, or if a situation is
referred to it by the Security Council. Two important situations — Darfur in 2008 and L1bya
in 2011 have been referred, but the Securlty Council has so far failed with tegard to Syria,
despite the repeated reports of widespread or systematic crimes and Vlolatlons by my Office,

the International Commission of Inqulry on Syria, c1V11 society organlzatlons and Special

Procedures

Again, despite the truly inspiring advances in combating impunity and ensuring
accountability both at the international and national levels, including thfough frarisitiona]
| justice processes, there are stﬂl far too many people with command responsibility who escape
justice for serious crlmes and gross human rights violations. Hundreds of thousands of people
have died in two genomdes in Rwanda and Bosnia and Herzegovma the Palestinian territories
~are still occup1ed massive violations have occurred-in Iraq and Sr1 Lanka; and war crimes
continue to be committed in‘numerous internal conflicts mcludmg those cqntmumg in
Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mali, Sudan and Syria. We must
continue to nurture and s-trengthén the system designed to deal with such crimes and
violations, and those who commit them. It is also critical that we in the international

community do our utmost to prevent such situations from developing or deteriorating.

One of the most tangible outcomes of the VDPA is the world-wide recognition of
na‘nonal human rights mstltutlons as key mdependent and authoritative protectors and

promoters of human rights at the national, reglonal and global levels. Their number has



rocketed from fewer than 10 at the beginning of the 1990s to 101 internationally accredited

institutions today (including 71 with ‘A’ status).

organization, and it is a matter of prlde to me that NGOs played such a critical role at the

World Conference, espécially in pushing for the establishfnent of a High Commissioner’s

Office with a strong and unequivocal mandate.

, Since then, civil society itself has evolved and expanded, with many more active
.natiorial human rights organizations around today thaﬁ there were 20 years ago. These
national human rights defenders are the heroes of our time. It is, therefore, a matter of great
concern that so many State authorities continue to ignore or repress civil society
organizations, human rights defenders and the media. These orgahizatiorié‘ and individuals
_inject the life blood into human rights: they are the promoters of change, the people who ring.

the alarm about abuse, poor legislation or creeping authoritarianism.

Nonetheless I continue to hear of brave huma‘n rights defenders, journalists or
bloggers who have been threatened, harassed, arrested or killed because of their work on
behalf of the human r1ghts of others Such intimidation has some’umes even occurred during
the proceedings of this Council. We must never tolerate such pressure, or reprlsals against

those who rightly seek to engage the international human ri ights system.

‘Excellencies, \

Colleagues and friends,

The UN Human Rights system has also grown stronger since the Vienna Conference.

This Council began ite work in 2006, replacing the Commission on Human Rights,' |
which although controversial had laid the bedrock of our human rights ’systeln The Council
has gamed credlblllty for its different modus operandi and in partlcular for its successful

~management of the first round of the Universal Perlodlc Review, which exammed every UN

6



Member State’s human rights record without exception. I urge all States to maintain this
impressive record during the al]~impbrtant second cycle. The Council has also been-

| increasingly receptive to human rights situations, holding a succession of important Special

““Sessions and establishing Commissions of Tnquiry and Fact-finding Missions:—

In June 1993, there were just 26 Special Procedures with thematic or country-based
mandates. Today there are 48 separate mandates with 72 e'xpérts!appointea by the Council.
The combination of independenée, expertise and UN-bestowed authority is potent. It is

critical that all Member, States cooperate fully with the Special Procedures, including by

accepting visits.

The human ri ghts treaty bodies have also grown in number and welght Two maJor
new 1nternat1onal treatles — on Persons with Disabilities and Dlsappearance — and nine
important substantive and procedural Optional Protocols have been adopted since Vienna In
1993, the seven treaties and protocols had received 742 ‘ratifications by States. That number
" has grown to 2010 State parties to 18 treaties and protocols. I urge States to accept more of
these cfucial tre'aties'during» this anniversary year. It would be'a welcome development if

every single State has become a party to the CRC and CEDAW by the end of 2013,

The Office of tHe High Commissionef\, one of the mbst tangible Ie-ga‘cies‘ of Vienﬁa,
has grown from a small entity of just over 100 staff and a presence in two countries outside -
Geneva, to more than 1,000 staff and 58 field presenc‘és worldWide Yet we continue to
receive many requests for assistance that we are unable to satisfy. We could —and I am
" convinced that we should — continue to grow and mature in order to carry out fully our

mandate to promote and protect the human rights of everyone everywhere.

For that to happen we need your further support and in particular we need a higher,
more realistic and more sustainable level of funding: I am convinced that, collectlvely, we are
failing to devote nearly enough human and financial resources to come even close to fulﬁllmg
the asplratlons of the Universal Declaration, the Vienna outcome and each and every session

of this Council. In other words, while we fully recogﬁize the crucial importance of human



rights to the development of a global civilization that now comprises more than seven billion

people, we are failing to match our stated aims-and established obligations with the necessary

concrete commitment. . -

I urge you to advance the implementation of the many remarkable international laws
and standards that have been develdped since the Universal Declaration laid. down the basic

framework in 1 948, and the subsequent vigorous bodsf provided by the Vienna Declaration

and Programme of Action.

The 20" anniversary of the Vienna Conference and its Declaration coihcides with
another round of unforeseen global upheavals that provide both enormous challenges and
significant opportunities. I am éf course referrihg,not just td the tumultuous events that have
occurred in the Middle East and North Africa over the past two years, and to the situation in
the Sahel region bﬁt also to the massive global financial and economic crises and threats to |

the environment, that have made the increased focus on economic, social and cultural rights

especially relevant. =

‘Today miore than ever, we must learn from the past, as well as take pride in our Very
~ real achievements over the past 20 years.
In 1993, the world community recommitted itself to fight for human ri ghts for all.
Vienna marked a new chapter in a human rights revolution, that had begun almost half a
century earlier with the adoption of the Universal Declaration. Hundreds of millions more
" people today aré able to exercise their human rights without interference thanks to the actions
taken on the basis of_the commitments enshrined in the Vienna Declaration. Our task, as the _
heirs of Vienna, is to .eXtend.these.beneﬁts to eVery last"person' on earth -- especially the most
marginélized and those most at risk of violence, exploitation and discriﬁination. For while the
past twenty years have seen extraordinary progress, we shc}uld never fotget that there have

been those who have been left behind — migrants, older people, religious and ethnic

minerities, people persecuted because of their sexual orientation and gender identity, to name

/l



jusf a few. Our work here will not be done until the promise of the Vienna Declaration is

made real for everyone — no exceptions, no excuses.

' I wish you a productive 22nd session and assure you of Ty;and my-hard=working-and-==——=
dedicated staff’s, readiness to assist you in any way we can. ‘ | N
| ) o

Thank you. |



