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Bahrain’s  Prisoners  of  Conscience 

Name Affiliation Statements by human rights groups on charges against the prisoners  Sentence 

Mahdi Abu 
Deeb 

President of the Bahrain 
Teachers’  Association 

Mahdi Abu Deeb was given  10  years   in  prison…for peacefully expressing [his] views.” 
(link) “According   to Mahdi, he was beaten when he was arrested, handcuffed, 
blindfolded   and   verbally   abused…Their   trial   was   a   farce,   falling   far   short   of   any  
recognizable  international  legal  standards.” (link)  

5 years 
(reduced 
from 10) 

Nabeel 
Rajab 

 President of the Bahrain 
Center for Human Rights 

 President of the Gulf 
Center for Human Rights 

 Deputy Secretary General 
of the International 
Federation for Human 
Rights  

 Advisory Committee 
member of Human Rights 
Watch’s  Middle  East  
Division 

“Mr. Rajab has been targeted for his tireless efforts at highlighting gross human rights 
violations in Bahrain.” (link) “Rajab’s   activities   do   not   warrant   any   prison   time… By 
persisting in the practice of imprisoning citizens simply for exercising their right to 
gather peacefully and express their opinions, the Bahraini regime is once again 
demonstrating   the   hollowness   of   last   year’s   promised   reforms.”   (link) “Nabeel   Rajab  
should be immediately released from prison. Human Rights First considers his 
conviction to be politically-motivated and a denial of his freedom of expression. He 
should be released immediately and the conviction quashed. He should be allowed to 
go about his activities as a human rights defender without being harassed or jailed by 
the authorities.” (link)  

2 years 
(reduced 
from 3) 

Abdulhadi 
al-Khawaja 

Co-founder of the Bahrain 
Center for Human Rights 

“Al  Khawaja  was  sentenced  to  life  in  prison  after  being  arrested,  tortured  and  given  an  
unfair trial in a military court after he took part in the pro-democracy protest. He is 
best known internationally for his human rights activism (including as a staff member 
for Front Line Defenders, a human rights NGO based in Dublin).” (link) 

Life in 
prison 

Hassan 
Mushaima 

 Secretary-General of the 
Haq Movement for 
Liberty and Democracy, 
an opposition political 
group 

 Founding member of Al 
Wefaq, an opposition 
political group 

“These  trials  [of  Mushaima and others] fall far below international standards of fairness 
and due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently 
investigated,  and  those  held   for  peacefully  expressing   their  views   immediately   freed.” 
(link) These   dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully 
expressing their views.  All  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

Life in 
prison 

  

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/02/17/u-s-urged-to-denounce-bahrain-military-court-convictions-ahead-of-teachers%E2%80%99-court-date-u-s-urged-to-denounce-bahrain-military-court-convictions-ahead-of-teachers%E2%80%99-court-date/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Bahrain-No-More-Excuses.pdf
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2013/04/05/silent-witness-the-u-s-government-and-the-trial-of-bahraini-human-rights-defender-abu-deeb/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2013/04/05/silent-witness-the-u-s-government-and-the-trial-of-bahraini-human-rights-defender-abu-deeb/
http://www.fidh.org/BAHRAIN-Sentenced-to-two-years-in-12878
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/press/press-releases/bahrain-appeals-court-keeps-activist-in-prison.html
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2013/03/22/nabeel-rajab-%E2%80%93-global-week-of-action-march-21-%E2%80%93-28/
http://www.fidh.org/BAHRAIN-Nabeel-Rajab-sentenced-to-12591
http://www.fidh.org/BAHRAIN-Nabeel-Rajab-sentenced-to-12591
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/05/02/al-khawaja-should-be-released-not-force-fed/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
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Abdulwahab 
Hussain 

Founding member of Al 
Wefaq 

“These   trials   [of  Hussain  and  others]   fall   far  below   international   standards  of   fairness  
and due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently 
investigated, and those held for peacefully expressing their views immediately freed.”  
(link) These   dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully 
expressing their views.  All  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

Life in 
prison 

Abduljalil al-
Singace 

 Professor of Engineering 
at the University of 
Bahrain  

 Director of the Human 
Rights Bureau of the Haq 
Movement for Liberty 
and Democracy 

 “These   trials   [of  Singace  and  others]   fall   far  below   international   standards  of   fairness  
and due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently 
investigated, and those held for peacefully expressing their views immediately freed.”  
(link) These   dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully 
expressing their views. All should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

Life in 
prison 

Sheikh 
Mohammad 
Habib al-
Miqdad 

 Prominent religious 
leader 

 President of al-Zahraa 
Society for Orphans 

“These   trials   [of  Miqdad  and  others]   fall   far   below   international   standards  of   fairness  
and due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently 
investigated, and those held for peacefully expressing their views immediately freed.”  
(link) These   dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully 
expressing their views. All should be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

Life in 
prison 

Abduljalil al-
Miqdad 

 Prominent political leader 
 Founder of Al Wafa, an 

opposition political group 

“These   trials   [of  Miqdad  and  others]   fall   far   below   international   standards  of   fairness  
and due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently 
investigated, and those held for peacefully expressing their views immediately freed.”  
(link) These   dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully 
expressing their views. All should be immediately and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

Life in 
prison 

Saeed Mirza 
al-Nouri 

 Religious cleric 
 Member of Al Wafa 

“These  trials  [of  Nouri and others] fall far below international standards of fairness and 
due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently investigated, 
and those held for peacefully expressing their views immediately freed.”   (link) These 
dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully expressing 
their views.  All  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

Life in 
prison 

Mohammad 
Hassan 
Jawwad 

Human rights activist 

“These   trials   [of   Jawwad and others] fall far below international standards of fairness 
and due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently 
investigated,  and  those  held   for  peacefully  expressing   their  views   immediately   freed.”  
(link) These   dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully 
expressing their views.  All  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

15 years 

  

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
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Mohammad 
Ali Ridha 
Ismail 

 Political activist 
 Related to Abdulwahab 

Hussain 

“These  trials  [of  Ismail  and  others]  fall  far  below  international standards of fairness and 
due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently investigated, 
and   those   held   for   peacefully   expressing   their   views   immediately   freed.” (link) These 
dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully expressing 
their views. All should be immediately and unconditionally  released.” (link) 

15 years 

Abdul Hadi 
Abdullah 
Hassan al-
Mukhodher 

Shia cleric 
 

“Today’s  confirmation  of  jail  sentences  against  13  leading  Bahraini  dissidents [including 
Mukhodher]  show  the  regime’s  promises  of  reform  are  a  hoax…The  denial  of  the  men’s  
appeals shows the regime has little intention to reform. Bahraini government claims 
that  they  are  on  the  path  to  human  rights  progress  appear  to  be  a  sham.”   (link) These 
dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully expressing 
their views.  All  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

15 years 

Sheikh 
Abdullah Isa  
al-Mahroos 

 Religious leader 
 Vice President of al-

Zahraa Society for 
Orphans 

“These  trials  [of  Mahroos and others] fall far below international standards of fairness 
and due process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently 
investigated,  and  those  held   for  peacefully  expressing   their  views   immediately   freed.” 
(link) These   dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully 
expressing their views.  All  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

5 years 

Ebrahim 
Sharif 

President of the National 
Democratic Action Society 
(Wa'ad), an opposition 
political group 

“Today’s  confirmation  of  jail  sentences  against 13 leading Bahraini dissidents [including 
Sharif]   show   the   regime’s   promises   of   reform   are   a   hoax…The   denial   of   the   men’s  
appeals shows the regime has little intention to reform. Bahraini government claims 
that they are on the path to human rights progress   appear   to  be  a   sham.”   (link) The 
court  “sentenced  Sharif  to  five  years’   imprisonment  on  various  dubious charges that 
included  “attempting  to  overthrow  the  regime.”  (link) These  dissidents  were  “convicted 
in politically-motivated trials after peacefully expressing their views. All should be 
immediately  and  unconditionally  released.” (link) 

5 years 

Salah 
Abdullah 
Hubail al-
Khawaja 

 Former member of 
Islamic Action Society 
(Amal) 

 Brother of Abdulhadi al-
Khawaja 

“These   trials   [of   Khawaja]   fall   far   below   international   standards   of   fairness   and   due  
process. The claims of torture by the defendants should be urgently investigated, and 
those   held   for   peacefully   expressing   their   views   immediately   freed.”   (link) These 
dissidents   were   “convicted in politically-motivated trials after peacefully expressing 
their views. All should be immediately and unconditionally released.” (link) 

5 years 

 

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/09/04/reform-claims-shattered-as-bahraini-court-confirms-sentences-against-13-leading-dissidents/
http://m.state.gov/md186421.htm
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/our-work/human-rights-defenders/bahrain/military-trials/
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/2012/08/10/bahrain-braces-for-major-court-verdicts/

