
  

 

 
ANNEX 
 
Examples of prominent human rights defenders and activists imprisoned 
for peaceful activities in Bahrain. 
 
 
Naji Fateel 
 
Human rights defender, Mr Naji Fateel, board member of the Bahrain Youth 
Society for Human Rights, was arrested without warrant by security men in 
civilian clothes at his home in the village of Bani-Jamra at dawn of 2 May 2013 
and held incommunicado for three days, during which time it is reported that he 
was tortured. He was allegedly subjected to severe torture at the Criminal 
Investigation Directorate. According to reports he was subjected to electrical 
shocks to his genitals, left foot and back in addition to simulated drowning, 
severe beatings, threats to publish his wife’s photographs (taken from a camera 
confiscated by the security forces when his house was raided), insults, hanging 
by his hands from the ceiling, sexual harassment and threats of rape, standing 
for hours, and sleep deprivation. He was taken to the Ministry of Interior hospital 
twice for treatment due to the torture. 
 
Naji Fateel had been arrested last year on 14 February 2012 while he was 
participating in a peaceful march toward the Pearl Roundabout area, the now 
restricted centre of the 2011 protests for rights and democracy. He was 
previously detained between December 2007 and April 2009, a period during 
which he was also reportedly tortured.  
 
On 22 May 2013, Naji Fateel was sentenced to six months imprisonment on 
charges of attending illegal gatherings. In another case, he is charged with the 
establishment of a group for the purpose of disabling the Constitution under 
Article 6 of the controversial Terrorism Act.  
 
Zainab Al-Khawaja 
 
On 22 May 2013, dual Danish-Bahraini national, Ms Zainab Al-Khawaja, was 
sentenced to three months in jail on charges of taking part in an illegal gathering 
and insulting a police officer. The human rights defender was arrested on 27 
February 2013, during a peaceful sit-in to protest authorities' refusal to hand over 
the body of a man who was killed during a demonstration on 14 February 2013. 
Zainab Al-Khawaja had been serving two sentences on charges of alleged 
participation in an unauthorised demonstration and unlawful entry to Pearl 
Roundabout and was due to be released in May 2013. The authorities have 
taken Zainab Al-Khawaja to court for charges in more than 13 cases. The latest 
sentencing means she will stay in detention until the end of 2013. It is feared that 
Zainab Al-Khawaja will be sentenced to further periods of imprisonment. 
 
Zainab Al-Khawaja, is a renowned Bahraini activist who has been active in the 
human rights and pro-democracy movement in Bahrain. Since February 2011 



  

 

she has helped to spread the protesters’ demands and exposed the Bahraini 
authorities’ repression on Twitter. 
 
Nabeel Rajab 
 
Mr Nabeel Rajab is a prominent human rights defender who was sentenced to 
three months in prison in July 2012 for a tweet before being acquitted of the 
charge in appeal, and then to three years in prison for participating in and calling 
for a peaceful protest. His sentence was later reduced to two years in prison. 
Nabeel Rajab has been held in prison since 9 July 2012, and is detained in 
isolation from the rest of prisoners of conscience. The health of Nabeel Rajab is 
reported to be deteriorating as he is suffering from chronic back pain and has 
reportedly no access to proper medical care or medications. 
 
Nabeel Rajab was awarded the Ion Ratiu Democracy Award in 2011, presented 
annually by the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington 
DC. He also won the British Silbury Prize in 2011 for his humanitarian and human 
rights activities. 
 
Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja 
 
Danish-Bahraini prominent human rights defender, Mr Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, 
was sentenced on 22 June 2011 by the National Safety Court – a military court – 
to life imprisonment for his peaceful human rights activities. On 7 January 2013 
Bahrain’s highest court upheld the convictions against 13 leading activists for 
their role in anti-government demonstrations in 2011, including Abdulhadi Al-
Khawaja. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
expressed concerns about the lack of fairness and due process afforded to these 
activists. The court ruling came more than a year after the government’s pledge 
to implement the recommendations of the BICI, which called on authorities to 
“commute the sentences of all persons charged with offences involving political 
expression not consisting of advocacy of violence” and to overturn convictions 
imposed after grossly unfair trials. 
 
Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja was subjected to a severe level of torture starting from the 
time of his arrest on 9 April 2011. He is being held in Jaw prison. 
 
Abdulhadi and Zainab Al-Khawaja started a hunger strike on 17 March 2013 
protesting their ill-treatment. The prisons authorities had tried to force Abdulhadi 
and Zainab Al-Khawaja to wear prison uniforms designed for convicted criminals, 
which they refused as they are prisoners of conscience who were solely targeted 
for the peaceful exercise of their rights to free expression, association and 
assembly. The authorities decided not to allow them to have any visits. They both 
ended their hunger strike on 29 March 2013 due to the deteriorated health of 
Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja. However, both are still denied visitation right. 
 


