
Conscious that all peoples are united by common 

bonds, their cultures pieced together in a shared heritage, and concerned that this delicate mosaic may 

be shattered at any time, Mindful that during this century millions of children, women and men have 

been victims of unimaginable atrocities that deeply shock the conscience of humanity, Recognizing that 

such grave crimes threaten the peace, security and well-being of the world, Affirming that the most 

serious crimes of concern to the international 

community as a whole must not go unpunished and 
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Advancing Human Rights and ending impunity 
in Burma: which external leverages?



Despite repeated efforts, Burma remains unresponsive to pressure from the international com-
munity and situation in the country continues to be characterized by continuous and systema-

tic human rights violations. There is consequently a need for a renewed strategy on Burma.

The Burma Lawyers Council and its major partners decided to concentrate efforts in a 
worldwide campaign to secure a UNSC referral of the situation in Burma to the ICC. A refer-
ral is not expected in the short term, however this campaign may increase the pressure on 
the Burmese regime and may have a deterrent effect on the perpetration of more interna-
tional crimes in Burma.
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To strengthen the campaign’s momentum, and highlight the potential role of the ICC 
in Burma, but also to consider all different possibilities of external leverages such 

as arms embargo, sanctions... to advance human rights and end impunity in Burma, the 
BLC and the International Federation for Human Rights are organizing a seminar which 
will gather key Burmese and international organizations.

According to Aung Htoo, BLC’s General secretary, «Two years ago this campaign was 
only an idea. Now, the tide is turning. Burma must not be an exception to international 
accountability for serious crimes.»
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