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36th FIDH Congress from 22 to 24 April 2007 in Lisbon 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

From April 19-25, 2007 the FIDH held its Congress in Lisbon.  At this time it reiterated its firm condemnation of capital punishment.  There is no justification for this discriminatory and cruel punishment.  It is a human rights violation.  The execution of a person – regardless of the his or her crime– is tantamount to snuffing out the humanity that lives, undying, in each of us, and forces employees of the state, who must carry out the execution, to stoop to the same level as the criminal.


For this reason, the FIDH considers that the execution of former Iraqi officials is particularly unjustifiable and disturbing.  The FIDH considers it an act of revenge as a result of an unfair, fixed trial which failed to take into account the immensity of the crimes nor the amount of people who contributed to those crimes.

Only the quest for truth and the refusal of impunity will a victim’s suffering be fully accounted for. The Universal Abolition of the death penalty is the only way for the world’s men and women to express thier commitment to the most fundamental of human rights: the right to life. 
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