Re: Acquit irrevocably Ms. Pinar Selek

Your Excellency,

On February 9, 2011, Ms. Pinar Selek, a writer and sociologist who is an active defender of the rights of women, disadvantaged communities and the victims of discrimination, including street children and the Kurd and Armenian minorities, will again appear on trial before the Twelfth Chamber of the Istanbul High Criminal Court. Criminal proceedings against the Human Rights defender have been ongoing since 1998. 

In turn accused without proof of supporting the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), then of causing a bomb to explode in Istanbul’s Egyptian bazaar in 1998, Pinar Selek was imprisoned and tortured for two and a half years before being acquitted on two occasions for lack of evidence. In fact, the prosecutor had appealed twice against the first instance rulings and the Supreme Court (Court of Cassation) twice granted his motion by annulling the first instance verdicts.

However, on February 9, 2010, the Twelfth Chamber of the Istanbul High Criminal Court will examine the case again. If it once more decides to acquit Ms. Selek, this ruling could again be brought before the High General Criminal Council of the Supreme Court, and no end will be put to the judicial harassment against her.

I am very concerned by the fact that the rights of Pinar Selek have been flouted for the last twelve years and that she is neither able to lead a normal life nor to continue her human rights defence activities.

I would like to call on the authorities of Turkey to take all necessary measures to ensure that an end is put to the judicial harassment faced by Pinar Selek in reprisal against her legitimate human rights defence activities. 

Yours faithfully,

-----

Please copy this letter, date and sign it. You can also add personalized messages.

Send it to relevant Turkish authorities:

Addresses: 


·  President of Turkey, Mr. Abdullah Gül, Cumhurbaskanligi 06100 Ankara, Turkey; Fax: +90 312 468 5026; Email: cumhurbaskanligi@tccb.gov.tr
·  Prime Minister, Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Office of the Prime Minister Basbakanlik 06573 Ankara, Turkey, Fax: + 90 312 417 0476; receptayyip.erdogan@basbakanlik.gov.tr
·  Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for Human Rights, Mr. Cemil Çiçek Fax: 00 90 312 417 42 06 

·  Interior Minister, Mr. Beşir Atalay, Ministry of Interior, Içisleri Bakanligi, 06644 Ankara, Turkey; Fax: + 90 312 418 17 95 / +90 312 418 7696, besir.atalay@icisleri.gov.tr 

·  Justice Minister, Mr. Sadullah Ergin, Ministry of Justice/ Adalet Bakanligi, 06659 Ankara, Turkey; Fax: + 90 312 414 62 26 

·  Foreign Minister Mr. Ahmed Davudoglu , Office of the Prime Minister, Basbakanlik, 06573 Ankara, Turkey; Fax: +90 312 287 88 11 

·  Ambassador, Mr. Ahmet Üzümcü, Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations in Geneva, Ch. du Petit-Saconnex 28b - CP 271, CH-1211, Geneva 19, Switzerland, E-mail: mission.turkey@ties.itu.int, Fax: +41 22 734 08 59 

·  Diplomatic Mission of Turkey to the European Union in Brussels, avenue Louis Lepoutre, 99, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium, Fax: + 32 2 340 98 79.

·  First President of the Supreme Court, Mr. Hasan GERÇEKER, Yargitai Birinci Baskani, Devlet Mh., 06650 Ankara/ Ankara Province, Turkey; Email: iletisim@yargitay.gov.tr 

